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REPORT

OF

ARPAD HARASZTHY,

President of the (Californis State Board of YViticultural (Gommissioners,

Haw Fraxemeo, April 12, 1888,

To his Excellency It W. WaTeRMAR, Governar of the Stale of California:

Bir: Herewith you will find transmitted my annual report for 1387-8
ug President of the Stste Board of Vitlcultural Commissioners, together
with other documsnta necessary thereto.

Owing to your recent succepsion to the guberpatorial chair throogh the
death of the late Governor Bartlett, it jg the firag ?ort yon will have
received fromn me; and as my termn of office expires by Hmitation on the
nineteenth of this month, it will alse be the last I will be called upon
to make during your adminisiration. In view of these facts, I deem it
necessary, for your informetion, to dwell st some length on the work
aceomplished for the benefit of the Btate by ihis Board. Thir is the more
necepsaly since, in eerioin quarfers there exists, ap tly, & deiermined
ignorance regarding the work nccomplished by this Commission, as well as
4 sustained endeavor to cloud the great actual value of its labors.

Respactfully,
ARYAD HARASBITITY,
Progident of the Celifornip Board of State Vitienltural Commoissioners.




REPORT.

Sir: The old Mission fathers planted the grapevine in Californis itnme-
diately or shortly after their arrival, previous to 1770, They planted small
traete close around their Missions, gnarded them jealously with high adobe
walls, cultivated them carefully, gathered their fruit, and made wine.
These wines, sac far as we can learn, did not enter into the trade of thoge
days, but were consumed by the good fathers, their oceasional visitors,
and their immediate retainers. HEven afier the arrival of Americans in
1849, and with them representatives from every civilized nationality on
the plobe, but little advance was made towards inereasing the area of viti-
culture, until the year 1858, when, through the publication of vine articles
in the reports of the State Agrieultural FPociaty, and in the newspapers, a
general and widespread interest manifested 1teeif in vine planting, and
the ares of our vineyards hecame very grestly increased. A wvery large

ion, however, of these new plantations congigted of table grape pro-
uecing vines, and the remainder was almost exclusively composed of the
old Mission variety.

Towards 1862, vine planting arose t0 a genuine enthusiasm, and a lively
interest was shown in selecting better vameties for the teble, for the wing
pross, and for raisin curing. ;

Of the three Commissioners a(fpcinted by Governor Downey in 1861 “to
TE upon the best means and ways to promote the improvement and
culture of the grapevine in California,” Ton Juan Warmner returned a clear,
concipe Yoport on the gtate of vips culture at that period within the imits
of our Btate. On the othcr hand, the Iste Aposton Harassthy went to
Europe, and after visiting all ite most important viticultural districts,
made an elaborate report oz the Buropenn methode of cultivating the vine,
making wine, and curing of raisine, adding %raetica] suggestions to the
California vine grower, and at the same time bringing two hundred thou-
sand grapevine cuttings and rooted wines of every atiainable variety tu
be found in Euorope, Ada Mioor, Parsin, and Fpypt. Theee were &
wards graduslly distributed in emall lote to different parta of the State,
and formed invaloable nuelei for experimentation. No report was ever
received from the third member of the above Commisgion,

Towarde 187G the Bmducti{m of wine and table grapes became preater
than the demand, and our viticultural indusiry began to lag, and finally
became so discouraging that in 1875 many vineyards were aither aban-
doned, uprooted, or réplaced b{ orcharde and grain fields.

In 1379 the demand for table raising and wine grapes eanght up with
the supply, and a renewed interest was awakened in viticulture. Our raising
were looked upon with eharity in the Eagt, our rich clusters of table grapes
admired and sought for, while our wines, though still very crude, had found
maore numerous and legs exacting cuptomers,

Up to 1850 those who believed in the value of varieties of grapes for wine
making, other than the old Mission, were fow and far between. With the
exception of a very limited numberof ving growers, nene believed any
could be ag good as the Mission, and we have even at this date a Quixedic
ﬂErlt existing in some parts of our State, etill advoeating the planting of
this very poor, quality-lacking grape.
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Hxperience has shown that it only produced an ordinary, coarse, heavy,
flavorless white wine, taking an indefinite period to mature. Such question-
able qualities as it may possess in the production of & white wine are more
than overbalanced by the miserable red wine made from it. And to this
cause, more than any other, I attribute the bad reputation our wines had
earned, both here and in the Eastern States, previoua to the more general
planting of other and finer varieties of grapes.

Many elaimsa have besn made by the admirers of the Mission grape, but
none have been proven. It bears unevenly, ripens unevenly, and takes upon
iteelf almort every disease that cornes along. In this respect we have to con-
gratulate ourselves, for soon the phylloxers and the a.fgiang knife will have
rid us of its presence in our vineyards. In point of fact, most of our vine-
wards are now planted with vines more hardy, resisling dirense better, more
constant bearers, ucing finer qualitice and greater quantity than the Mis-
sion ever suceseded in doing noder the most favorable condifions. Through
the persistent efforts of a few enterprising viticulturists, small quantities of
wine have been produced from the imported varieties, whose character was
g0 distinetive and so strikingly showed superiority over those made from
the Mission, that new faith in the future of California wines was born, and
the belief spread that under proper conditions, our State might some day
malke wine of a superior grade, s.n}:]).e eventually rival some of the better wines
of European countries.

At the beginning of 1880 our vitienltural interssts were in & complete
state of chaos. In apite of the efforte mede by our wine makers and wine
merchants, only a limited market had been secured for our wines in the
Eastern States, and though the demand ghowsd a steady annual increase,
it was at the slowest of rates. Lven that emall incrense, however, was con-
gidered gratifying, and hailed as encouraging,

The crop of the year 1878 had been a ghord one.  The old stocks had been
exhrusted, and suddenly the price of all kinde of wine went up, and the
sapply was barely sufficient to meet the demand of the market.

awakaned the more gencral interest of the public in vine planting,
but there was a woeful lack of knowledps, & want of system, no beaten
paths to follow, and but & few ackoowl anthoritieg to apply to for
information. Numerous newspaper articles appeared cal]ing; attention to
the value of viticulture in our Htate, and expressing the desire for the
formation of soane Biate institution, where such practical knowledge might
b obiained ae was necessary to the succeseful conduetion of this important
branch of agriculture. ;

Under these influences, scon after, the State Legislature took the matier
under advisement, and in March, 1580, the State Board of Viticulture was
created, and provided with a miodest find to mest its necessary expendi-
tures.

The numercus duties falling to this Board are fully outlined in the
Organic Act, then created and approved April 15, 1880, and enlarged in
1581, and which you will find in owr First Arnual Report, on pages G, 6,
7, 8.

Under this Aet the Btate was divided into sevenr viticultural districts,
each having a representative in the Bourd, appointed by the Governor, and
chosen from among men practically conversant with viticulture in its
various branches, and recoghized in their districts as suitable for the posi-
tion.

Besides the Commisgioners from these seven viticultural distriets, there
ware to be appointed two extra Commissioners to represent the Btate at
large, thus forming a Board consisting of nine Commisgioners. The offi-




