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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

TO THE TRANSLATION.

SHouLD my work appear to its readers in some degree
incomplete, as it certainly must, I will solicit indulgence
upon the following grounds:

1st. That discoveries in cerebral physiology succeed
each other with exceptional rapidity, and any work upon
this subject, after a few months of existence, of course fails
to include an important mass of facts which each new day
develops,

zd. To fairly understand this department in medical
science, and to be able to explain it intelligently, exacts a
familiarity with a greater number of sciences than does
almost any other subject.

First of all, it is, as a matter of course, requisite to be a
PHYSIOLOGIST: the most important results are derived
from vivisections, but it must be learned (no small task)
both how to make and to interpret them.

There must also be a knowledge of SURGICAL PATHOL-
OGY in order to discriminate between cerebral commotions
resulting from surgical processes (trephining, etc.), and
those depending upon other (physiological) causes.

Joined with this, proficiency in MEDICAL PATHOLOGY is
imperative, in order to recognize those pathological con-
ditions (cerebral atrophy, general paralysis, cortical



