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Preface.

At‘i a geologist of the United sStates Geological

Morvey, 1 had the good fortune to he
placed inoclueege of the rst expediction sent by
that department into the interior ol Alaska,
The gold digeings of the Yukon reglon were not
then known to the world in general, vet to those
intercatad o wining Wieir renown had coane o oa
vague way, and the speeial problem with which
1 was charged was their investization.  The re-
silts of my studles were embodied In a report
entitled = Y Geology of the Yukon Gold Dis
trict,” puldlished by the Government,

It was during wy Leavels throogh the mining
regions thut the Klondike discovery, wlich snb-
sequencly twrmed s0 many heads thronghonr all
of the eivilized nations, was made.  Gencral con-
ditions of mining, travelling and prospecting are
much the same to-day as they were at that ihne,
except in the limited disirviels inte which €he
flood of miners has poursl. My teavels in Alaska
have been extensive sinee the journey of which

thizs work i3 o record, and T have noted the same
3
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scenes that arve herein described, in many other
parts of the vast untravelled Territory. It will
tike two or three decades or more, to make
alteralions in this reglon amd change the condi-
tion throughout,

In recording, therefore, the seenes and hard-
sips encountered in this northern country, 1
deseribe  the experiences of ome wheo to-lay
knocks about the Yukon region, the Copper
River region, the Cook Inlet region, the Koyu-
kuli, or the Nome Distriet. My aim has been
throughout, to set down what I saw and en-
countered as fully and simply as possilile, and T
have endeavored to keep wyself from saerilicing
accuracy Lo picluresquencss. That my dotics led
me to see more than would the ordinary travel-
ler, I trust the following pages will bear witness,

Let the reader, therefore, when he finds tedions
or unpleasant passages, remember that they re-
cord tedions or unpleasant ineidents that one
who travels this vast region cannot escape, as
will be found should any of those who peruse
these pages po Turouvcu THE YUKON GOLD
DicaiNGs.
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