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Every writer should aim fo preserve the
individuality of the words he uses; he should
nof allow any word fo trench on the domain
of any other word., This he should do in the
inferest of clearness; e Whis way only can ke
aveid ambiguity, The so-called ™ new mean-
ings"” are the product either of a restricied
vocabulary or of a lack of painstaking.

Familiarity with the cxamples here gath-
cred should do somcthing, o would seem,

foward mending the ways of the careless.
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PREFACE

Ts hook is levelled, specially, at some
half dozen errors that are made by wellnigh
every one that uses the English language.

Wha, for example, does not misuse the
auxiliary verbs, and the words anficipate,
anxipus, financial, and Jaerry;, and who does
not over-use the words former and latter?
Then who does not use a certain ponderous
locution in which a noun is made to do
duty as a verh?  And then there are not
a few that persist in using that repulsive
construction in which there are two nomi-
natives and only one verh?

Something about these words and
phrases, and some little besides, is what

herein will be found.
A A

New York, fenwary, rgor,
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