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CONSIDERATIONS

oR

NEGRO SLAVERY.

Tz following pages have been drawn wp with the view
of communicating & clear knowledge of the question re-
specting Negro Slavery, as it exists in the West Indies,
to those who may not bave had an opportunity of pe-
rusing the numerous pamphlets that have been published
on the mibject. The Committee under whose direction
this tract has been prepared, are very far from wishing
to excite a temporary glow ef feeling, by exaggessting
the horrors of slavery, or by representing individual in-
stances of cruelty s fair specimens of the usual conduct
of West India planters towards their slaves. They look
to the gradoal and lasting opération of resson and infor-
mation upon religious and liberal minds; and they have
no doabt but that, when thess have been allowed suffi.
cient time to operate, a natlon, which, like Bcotland, has
been tanght to consider religion as the first, and freedom
ss the next blessing it bas derived from the bounty of
Gon, will rise as one man to declare, that it is neither
consistent with the honour, the interest, nor the duty of
the nation, to debar siz hundred thousand of our. fellow-
subjects from any, the slightest participation in these
blessings.



4

Those who take any interest in this most important sub-~
ject, are aware, that considerable exertions have been made
in Parlisment, for effecting the immediate Mitigation, and
ultimate Abolition of Negro Slavery: and these exertions
havebeenseconded by Associations in London, Edinburgh,
and almost all the principal towns of the United King-
dom. The single object of these Associations is to alle-
viate the state of Negro Slavery in the West Indies, and
so to raise the character of the Negroes, by religiovs in-
stroction, and by political regulations, as gradually to fit
them for the enjoyment of personal freedom ; and of this,
after all that has been written on the subject, they see no
reason whatever for being ashamed; nor has the evi-
dence that has been brought forward by the advocates
for. Slavery as it exists, tended in the slightest degree to
shake- their confidence i the justice and feasibility of
their object. . They do not assume, noz do they even in-
sinuate, that the slave-holders are generally cruel; but
they assert, that from the present state of the law, they
may be so, almost to apy extent, withount any risk of pu-
nishment. They .do not assert that no improvements
bave taken plsce in the Slave laws; but they assert that
they still give such powers to the White, as can scarcely
be possessed. without being abused *. They do not as-
sert that nothing has beewr done for the religious and mo-
ral instruction of the Negroes; but they assert (on the
anthority.of their opponents) that,. at this day, afier a
lapse of two hundred years, during which British planters
bave bad the absolute command of the Negro population,
that popalstion remains in s state of gross ignorance and
bratal immorality; that as now circumstanced they are
incapable of apprecisting or using the liberty which we
are anxious should be communicated to. them; that
marriags, the very first element of civil society, is incom-
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patible with their happiness, and unrecognised snd va-
protected by the -laws under which they live®; and,
finally, that such is their indolence and apathy, that to-
expect liberated Negroes to work beyond what is actoally
necessary for the supply of their immediate animal wants,
is to betray a total ignorance of their character.

Such is the representation of the actual state of the
Slave population, as drawn by those who deprecate any
alteration #n the system under which this character has
been formed; and such is the state which, we are un-
willingly obliged to say, a reverend advocate for Slavery,
with an obtnseness of moral feeling fully equal to that
which he has been describing, ventures to call mp«hr
o that of the British peasantry +.

We have now to shew that this debased “state of
character is not to be attributed to any peculinrities of
constitution in the Negro, bat that it is solely and en-
tirely to be attributed to the system under which be
hes been placed. And, in onder to prove this, we need
not have recourse to those trme, though hatkneyed ar-
guments, by which philosophers of old, and even school-
boye in our time, have proved that Slavery is destroctive
of all the higher virtues. 'We are fortunately enabled
to mppeal to facis,~—io factw existing st this moment.
‘We can refer to & Negro populstion of nearly 17,000,
the grester portion having been liberated from Sla-
very §, of whom' we -may assert, that they are at least
rapidly advancing. to an equality with oor own country-
men in knowledge, industry, and morality. 'We refer to
the colony of Sierra Leone, the greater portion of whose
inhabitants have, daring the last ten years, been rescued
by British: croisers from such Slave ships' as bave been

* Bee Not= B. © § Ben Note L.
§ By the last returns the population is 16,801 ; of tiawee mare than 15,000
are natives of Aflrica, the rest belng Europesns, and Maroon or Nova Seotly
settlern,
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foynd transgressing the treaties of 1815; and having
shewn what the West Indian system, operating for two
centuries, bes produced, we may now turn to the opposite
example, and shew what bas been effected in o few years
fay & system of Liberal policy and religions Instruction.

At Sierra Leone, then, instead of compulsory labour
and incorrigible indolence, we behold 17,000 of our fel-
low-creatures rescued frem Slavery, and living under »
&ugwmmt,nnn;upldlyfrmbmtangmrmm

n civilized, and an industrious population.
Thﬁumﬂ:hunlmy,-ppadmghfmh within the
cogunizance of its veaders, asserts, * that the superiority
4.0f the mountain roads, the clesuness snd respectable
“ appearance of the villages, the immense forests cleared
% away, and the soil covered with the various productions
% of the climate, fully attest the smremiiting industry, (we
“ gpre quoting the very words of the Gasette,) the mnre-
“ guisting industry of this interesting people.”

With respect %0 morality and intelligence, we find the
Chiaf~-Justice of the colony observing, that ten years ago,
when the population was only 4000, thére were #0 cascs
on the calendary end now that the population was up-
wards of 16,000, thers were only six cases, We agsin
find the same magistrate declaring, that many of the li-
berated Africans are perfectly qualified to serve upon ju-
ries; and that they have so served with perfect satisfac-
tion te their fellow-jurors. We could easily multiply
proafs, equally strong, of the industry, intelligence, and
moral gharacter of the liberated Negroes at Sierra Leone.
What we hive stated is fully sufficient to prove, not
merely that the Negroes possess sll the patural qualifica-
tions for liberty in common with their fellow-creatures of
a different colour, but that they have made more rapid
progress in the knowledge and practice of Christianity,
and in the arts and duties of civilized live, tian was ever
before made by any barbarous people whateve.



