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Crop REPORT FOR THE MONTH 0F May, I8HG.

Orrice 0 StaTe Doakp o AGRICULTULE,
Bostow, Blasd,, June 1, T8HG.

In Bulletin Noo 1, Crop Report for the month of May, we
present the lirst of our series of monthly crop bulletins fo
the curvent year. These bulleting will not vury much in
general style and plan from those of preceding sensons, and
we shall endeavor to issne them as near the close of the
month a5 possible.  Althongh we do not this year assist
linaneially in the issunnee of the weekly crop hullefins of the
Weather Bureau, the section divector, Mro J. Warren Swith,
has kindly arranged for the sending of them to all those on
our mailing list.  The fipst vumber was izsued under date
ol April 28, As herclofore, zhort article by ome of the
specinlists of the Board of Agriculture will be included in
ench izsne. This hulletin contains a report of the meetings
of the Massachuscetts Fruit Growers' Association, by the
Lotanizt and pomologist of this Doard, who is also secretary
of the azsociation.

Rerowr ox Fapy Axinans,
[Regort Noo 128, Ul S Depaciment of Ageienbinre, IHvision of Siatistles. ]

There i= a decided falling oft in the nnmber of horses
throughont the interior, on the Pacific slope, in parts of the
lNocky Mountain and upper Missouri regions, and a slizht
decrense in the Atlantic States; elcewhere therve is o pre-
vailing nerease.  The total falling off in nomber mmonnts
to THLZGT, or 4.8 per cent. The decline in New York,
New Jersey and Pennsylvania is stteibted to the inteo-
duction of electrie and cuble cars and to the fnereased use
of the bicycle.  The average price has fallen from 256,20
in 1805 to 233,07, or a decrease of 23,22, The only fairly
acceptuble fignres anywhere eommanded are for good voad-



stors wnid faney stock.  Colts are nonsalable in nmny sections
a] hropding has heen lorgely discontinned,

Theve is oo =lioht gain in the e of mules in the sotton
bt sl o eonsidershile loss in 1he contral rerion, e Lo dis-
continuanee of breeding, Total Toss in number, 54,162, or
2.5 per cent, sbout half that of horses.  The average price
lios Bullon frooe 247055 0 TEYS Lo 515,29, or g full of aluni
bood pror cend.

North of the Podomae milch cows generally inereased in
pumber, owing to the city dewsnl. Tnocentral and sonth

ventral 1

o there i= oo deerense, on aeconnt of the high
price of feed s elsewhere in the West theve is an inerease,
due to the iperessed interest in dateving and starviing of
eremmeries.  The demnd  continues stendy. The average
priee Das visen from 22107 in 1895 to 22255, The de-
cresse in nomber over the whole conntry smonnted to 367,-
(43, or 2.2 per cent,

The total deeline in the nonmber of oxen and other eattle
amounts to 2,278 507, o 6.6 per cent. The decline i= gen-
crally nseribed to dronglt and food scareity and the rising
of fewer ealves.  The increase in valoe pey head is quite
weneral except in the Atltic States. The average price in
danmary, 1800, was SEEAN ;o 1806, S1A.86G, or an inerease
of 12.8 per venl,

The decline in the oumber of sheep was S.005,281, or
Do0 poer cents e canse generndly assigned s the low price

of wool.  Toospite of hie deerease o nombers, the wool clip
i< slightly lavger than that of lsst year, owing to 4 more
favorhle winters The averaze price has visen from $1.55
i 100t S1LT00 e aninerense of 7.6 per cont.

The sinber of swine in the conntry decline] 1,522,057
during the yoear, or per eent. Cholern ad other digoses
et s EI';i'-.“F'I-"_" cittises ol the ddee

e The averaze price
(ol e =007 T 18095 o 24,558, s docrease of 12,5 prer venl .

On o 1, 1800, thisre were eatinsited 1o Le 15, 124 0057
lrses omn Goves oo ennelie= i the United States, valeoed af
SUHL LI TE0 s 22780000 mndes, valued gt ST, 200,457
PO LT A80 milele eowss valued an S3635,955, 545 5 32,085,400
oxe ol othier entt b, valued ab 508028, 0 16 A8, 208, 753
hhirq'p, vibued st =65, 1067,
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whoswine, valued at
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$186,520 745 5 totul valne of farm animals, $1,727 026,084,
as against 31,810,4406.500 in 1805,

The number of horses on fems in Massachozetts was 65,-
102; average price, $72.49; value, 34,710,255, Milch
cows, 174,572 ; uverage price, $34.63; valae, $6,045,428,
Oxen and other cattle, 50,476; average price, $26.306;
vilue, $2,121,662,  Sheep, 48,305 ; avernge price, $3.30;
value, #150,703, Swine, 60,726 avernge price, $5.44;
value, 512,647,

The condition of farm animals, execept in a few States
along the Atlantic seaboard, is reported as geoerally good,
partly because of the unprecedented corn crop and its low
[rrice.

ProGuess oF THE SEASON,

The May rveturns of the United States Department of
Agricalture (Report No, 1587) show an increase in the con-
dition of winter wheat of 5.6 points above the April aver-
age, being 82.7, aoainst 77,1 last month and 82,89 in May,
1845, The principal winter-wheat States nearly all show an
improvement in condition.  Special reports show excellent
prospects in Great Dritain and France, and other foreign
countries menerally gond, Spain being the only exception.

The condition of barley is 89,2, against 1M in May, 18835,
In New York, the ereatest barley State, the condition stauils
at ), The condition of winter rye on May 1 wus 87.7 per
cent,

The condition of spring pastures on May 1 was 03.6 per
cent, ne against $1.7 in 1895, an unosaally high condition,
attained on account of the spring rains and favorable tem-
persture, in spite of the lack of snow diring the winter in
some States und the effects of the late feeding lost fall,

Though many correspondents report memdows as injured
by last venr's dronght, the timely April raing ad high tem-
perature have induced rapid growth, and the condition on
May 1, 1896, stood at 91.8, against 894 last yenr and 91.7
in 158,

Fine weather and o moist soil bave mude the season an
ideal one for spring ploughing, and the amount sccomplished
by May 1 was 79,06 per cent, 1.4 points above the average,
and nenrly up to the figures of 1845,
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Weatner Svsmyany, Jaxvany = Avein, 1800,
[FUrENisnnh oF THE NEW ENOLAYD WEAIHER SERVICE.]

Janmary opencd coldy and an unusually sharp eold wave
prevailed from the 4th to the Sth. At Boston fully sixty
pecple wore treated at the Bmergency ospital on the Gth
for frost hites.  The tempersture vanged very near zevo all
day awd 0 high, cutting wind prevailed,  Peach buds were
almost entitely killed Ly this cold wave and some damage
wits tlone to raspherries and hlnckberries.  Its passage was
well forewarned by the Weather Buresn.  The Jagt part of
the month was milder; hat with no proneunced thaw, The
gromud was vot protected by snow during the cold spell, huat
there was o slicht covering during the rest of the month,

February was o rough, stormy month, with damaging
Hoods, heavy snows amd an exeess of waioy and cloudy
weither.  The heaviest vainfull was over the novth central
part of the State. The min of the 4th to Tih gove from twe
to three inches -in that section, hut oo serious (amage
resulbed, The snow il windsll of Febroavy 29 to Mareh 3
wis not =0 heavy in this Stite as in northern New England,
but the damage done by rivers flowing into Mussachusetts
fromn the north wis very great. A severe cold wave pre-
vatled on the 17th and 18th, with a strong wind blowing.
The wmost marked eyvelone of the momh orviginated near
Texus, on the dth, moved easterly, then northerly, passing
iweross o State just west of Boston on the nizght of the Gth -
Tthe Thowieane siznals were hoisted along our coast for
the first time in the histovy of the Weather Durvean, and
were fully justificd, as the wind renched a velocity of over
GO miles an lwar, Own the Llth, ot aboni 9 A, while a
eyelone centre wis possing down the 51, Lawrence valley, a
short hut very severe snow squall or © snow shower ™ pussed
cisterly aeross our State. The darkness was almost nicht-
ke s the sie was (illed with Goe, driving snow,

Alrele weanther was typieal of the month, thengh rougher
amd more stormy than nsual, The rainfall wis considerably
above the normal and the nomber of stormy days in excess
of the wsual nmount.  The snowiall was move than usaal and
thore wis o fair snow covering till near the end of the month.
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The wind movenent at Boston was far above the average and
at interior stations from 2,000 to 5,000 miles in excess of the
usnal March record.  T'he changes in temperature during the
month were rapid, bat the daily vanges were unot extvemely
rrent.

The first and last parts of April were comparatively coal,
with frequent frostz, but the middle of the month gave al-
mast unprecedented heat for the season.  The temperature
recorded over 307 in western districts on the 15th, 16th,
17th and 18th,  East winds lowered the maximum along the
const on the 16th and 17th,  The rainfall was deficient, and
at the end of the month grass and grain were feelivg the
effects of dry weather. Thunderstorms prevailed on the
17th, 18th, 19th and 21st, that of the 17th being widespreml
and severe. Farm work was carried on under favorable cir-
cums=tances and well advanced at the end of the mouotli, The
cool weather of the lust week of the month held the fruit
buds i cheek, with fuvorable results,

Texmrersrene avn Rasracn ror mne Wnorr Couxriy,
[Frosm UsIiTeD STATES WEATHER-CRoT BULLETINS]

Week eneling May -4 — Warmer thap wsual in all districts
eaet of the Rocky Mountaing except on the inmediate coast,
In the plateaw vegions and on the Pacitic coust week cooler
than usual, heing deeidedly cool in portions of Californin
and thronghout Oregon and Washington,  The usual amannt
of rain fell in the upper Missizsippi and Missonvi valleys
and over portions of the Gulf, Middle and South Atlantic
States.  On the Pacific coast the rainfull was exceptionally
Leavy s elsewhere it was less than nsual, a considerable part
of New Englind rveceiving none.  East of the Rocky Moun-
tains the week bas heen very favorable for furm work.

Week ending May 11.—Fifth successive week of abnor-
mally high temperatures east of the Nocky Mountains, the
excess Dbeing very grent novth of the Ohio wnd Missouri
rivers, Abnormally cool on the Pacific coast and in the
platean  distriets ; elsewhere nearly normal temperatures.
No appreciable rainfall from the Rocky Mountaios eastward
except over limited areas. On the Pacific coast and in the
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