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Cheyexne, Wyo., November 1st, 1818,
To Hiz EXcELLENCY,

FRANK L. HOUX,
Governor of the State of Wyoming.

S

In accordance with the provisions of the Eleventh Paragraph
of Section 221 of Chapter 23 of the Wyoming Compiled Statutes,
1910, I herewith submit the fifth biennial report of this office.

: Very respectfully,
C. L. CALVERT,
Commissioner of Tazation

JUN 28 1924




Report of Commissioner of Taxation

RECOMMENDATIONS

I would respectfully renew the recommendation of my prede-
cessor, Hon. John MeGill, for the enactment of a law providing
that the State Treasurer shall collect all taxes on car and trans-
portation companies doing business in this State, and return the
amounts due to the several counties, Tt would save much un-
necessary expense and inconvenience to the county treasurers
and also to the companies.

I would further recommend that Section 2376, Revised Stat-
utes 1910, relating to migratory stock, be amended and the penalty
made more severe for shipping live stock into the State without
notifying the assessor of the county into which said live stock iy
shipped or driven. This matter was checked up by my office
last spring through the State Velerinarian's Office and I found
there were 70,162 head of cattle and 55,643 head of sheep shipped
and driven into the State during the months of April, May and
June, totaling a valuation of approximately four million dollars,
and in not one instance did I find where any of this property had
been reported to the assessors as by law required.

I would further respectfully recommend the ensctment of
o law making it mandatory that assessments be returned to the
assessors on or before May 1st of each year, at some convenient
point or school house in each school district in the county; dates
and place of returning said assessment to be determined and ad-
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vertised by the assessors. A law along these lines would make it
posgible for the assessor and office deputies to do the work and
would eliminate district assessors who, it seems, are very hard
to obtain in many counties and are very expensive, as I found
some of the counties were at the expense of fourteen dollars a
day per diem and expense for district assessors. 1 feel that if
a law of this kind were enacted it wounld be as efficient as the present
law and much more ceconomicsal, with very little trouble on the
part of the taxpayers.

Further T would respectfully recommend an amendment to
the law relating to motor vehicles, as under the present law many
cars are escaping taxation and on those taxed the valuations are
much lower than any other class of property. The Secretary of
State’s Office shows there were sixteen thousand one hundred and
forty-six licenses issued for the year 1918 to and including Novem-
ber 1st, and only cleven thousand nine hundred and sixteen re-
turned for assessment, showing there were four thousand two
hundred and thirty cars that escaped taxation this year. I would
recommend the law be amended increasing the license fee to cover
the tax, or the tax collected at the time of issuing same, and would
also recommend that they be taxed on a horse-power basis allow-
mg for yearly depreciation. I comsider this class of property is
making a heavier demand on the taxpayers of the Btate than any
other and should be assessed at fully one hundred per cent.

Asz provided in the first paragraph of Section 221 of the Com-
piled Statutes, 1910, one of the dutics of this office ix as follows:

“It shall be the duty of the commissioner, and he shall have
power and authority:

First—To have and exercise gemeral supervision over the
administration of all assessment and tax laws, over all county,
town, and city tax asscssors and boards of equalization, levy
and assessment, to the end that all assessments of property, real,
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personal, and mixed, be made relatively just and. uniform, and
at its true and full cash market value; to require all county, town
and city assessors, boards of equalization, levy and assessment
under penalty of forfeiture and removal from office, as such as-
sessors or boards, to assess all property of every kind and character
at ils actuel and full cash value; Provided, however, that this
section shall not be construed as abridging the power granted by
the constitution of this state to the state board of equalization.”

Section 10 of Article 16 of the Constitution provides that:

“The State Board of Equalization shall fix a valuation each
year for the assessment of live stock and shall notify the several
county boards of equalization of the rate so fived at least ten days
before the day fixed for beginning assessments.”

The date fixed by low for the heginning of assessments by county
asvessors is Lhe first Monday of February, so that the valuation
placed on live stock is the first to be placed on any class of property
in the Statc. When the Board places a valuation on this dlass
of property from sixty to seventy per cent. of its actual cash value,
iz it reasonable to expect that county assessors will assess the
property over which they have the power of assessment at more
than the same percentage of its actual cash value?

With the additional powers given by the Thirteenth State
Legislature to the State Board of Equalization I believe this

" State could have more nearly a full cash value assessment than
any State in the Union. If the Board will assess the property—
live stock, railroads, telegraph and telephone lines, car companies,
the output of mines and the output of oil and gas—over which
they have exclusive assessing powers, at full cash value, T believe
the county assessors would follow their lead. If all property in
the State of Wyoming is assessed at its actual value and a low
rate of taxation is fixed for state, county and munieipal purposes,
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Wyoming will soon acquire the reputation of being a rich State,
with a low rate of taxation, the aggravating question of percent-
ages will be eliminated and the flexibility in the tazing system can
be had by adjusting rates instead of values.

EXPENSE OF TAX COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE

The Fourteenth Legislature appropriated, for contingent fund
of this office, the sum of #7,000.00 of which the following has been
expended to November 1st, 1918:

ITEMRE OF CONTINGENT EXPENEE

Amount of Contingent ... ... ... R A A T P 7,000 .00
Railroad and Pullman ................... $ 208,57
Hotel and Meals (when traveling) ........ 140.97
Office FINtures. . ..., ..oo0utiiiraen.n. 187.50
Clerical Bervices .. ... ... .............. 2,350.00
Postage, Box Rent, Telegraph and Telephone 12785
Office Suppliea. . ................c00onens 2.10
Miscellaneous . ..........oociiioiia., 8.75
Bond. .o 40.00 5,085.64



