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THE PREFACE.
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This book continues the carefol grading and wide variety
whieh have characterized the earlier booke i the geries. It
takes the pupil over a large field of the best literntore,
presemting as it does characteristic selections from fifry-five
English and American authors.  Muany of the selections are
guitable for declamation and have an historical interest which
will prepare the pupil for the study of Amoerican history,
which often beging in thiz grade. A number of the selections
are informational in character and new to school readers
Theee will have a freshness for both teacher and pupil.

Every effort should be made to secure intelligent and
enthusiastic reading. Have the pupil vead for the thought
rather than for the worde, De sure that he knows and feels
what he is reading,  Hemember that reading is thinking.

The publishers acknowledge the kimlness of several prom-
inent teachers who have given them, in the preparation of the
text, the benefiv of long professional cxperience,

The selections from Holmes. Parton, Whittier, and Luey
Larcom are used by permission of, and specinl arrangement
with, Honghton, Mifflin & Co., publizhers of the works of
the authors naned.

For the nze of other valuahle copyrighted matter, thanks
are extended to the American Publishing Company, The
Bowen!Merrill Company, J. I&. Lippincott Company, A, €,
MeClurg & Co.. Armand Hoawking, A, Pope, and Miss Auna
tGiordon.

The publishers are also uuder obligations to John Bur-
roughs, Chauncey M. Depew, and Heury Watterson, for
permission to use extracts from their works.
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