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PREFACE.

Ir has often occurred to the Author,
tinat i would fitkish a fair subject for
disedssién, to determine whether iv
- dngiies fROTE vanity when a writer pre-
fixes his-natie to his book, or when he
pablishes withewrt it;—whether it im-
phes mere selfsufficiency to suppose
that his name s of so much value as
to ttrseét ‘readérs to his work, or to
st so coiffi@ently to the merit of the
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work itself, as to depend on its un-
assisted strength for making its own
way.—In short, whether the presump-
tion be gréater in thinking better of
himself, or of hLis book; and how the
proportion of good opinion can be
settled or separated.- X
. 'This 15 a dilemma in which the writer
of these pages has not- seldom imen
involved, having net  unfrequently
mdulged her vanity, or her humility,

whichever it may be called; under both _

shapes, without bemg able to aseertain
on .*_.vhich'side the regl difference lies,
Nor can she -decide .which" principle
predominated in risking these two little

"
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works anonmymously, near twenty years
ago, or in afterwards publishing them,
with a name which she had little right
to expect could confer importance on

any petformance. =

There is, however, one decided ad-
vantage which belongs to the anony-
mous writer, = He is not restrained
from the strongest reprehension, and
most pointed censure, of existing errors,
. by the conscious apprehension that his
own faults may ‘be hmughtffamri
He is under no fear that his negligences
will be opposed to his reproofs. He is
Mot deterred from expatiating on the
-deficiencies of others, by the fear that

al
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the redder may confront his life with
his arguments.

Being now called upon by her Book-
sellers to unite these separate picces
into one volume, the Author cannot
fieglect so fair an occasion of expressing
her gratitude -for the very favourdble
reception which ‘they severally efipe-
" rienced in their unacknowledged state;
menlargee&rﬂomoftheﬁrstoffhene
pieces having been called for in the-
course of a féw months, and the whole
third ‘imipression having been sold on
the murniué it was published, serve,
among .repeated instances ‘of  genersl
favour, to increase her regrét that the
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merit of her writings haye not borne

more proportion to the indulgence with
which thgyham been received,

May.she venture to observe, without
incurring the charge of over-rating her
slight pm{onﬂanﬁﬂs,_ that there is a
point of vigw in which this success
reflects no discredit om the public
opinion ? For, does it not evince that

‘where the ebyioys aim of a writer is to

promote thé interests of Christian mo-
rals, the effort,” however feeble, will be
candidly accepted; nor will the defi-

ciencieg of the composition be allowed

19 defeat the hionesty. of the intention,

The lapse of years since the first -



