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FPREFATORY NOTE

Thoe Fssays and Hermons contained in this volume
were deliverad in connoction with the dedieation and
opening of the new church-edifice of the First Unita-
rian Hociety of Philadeiphia, in Fobruary, 1836, and a
fow refarences to the ocession of their composition are
sllowed to remain unchanged.
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DEDICATION SERMON

BY EEV. JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE, I.D.

OF MHRTON, MARBACICAETYS

“Thls T confean wnta thoe, that after the way which they call haresy, fa
warship I the Jod of my fatherm,"—AcTR 2xiv, 14,

WE have assembled to-night to dedicate this building
a8 & house of worship, 8 home for Christian work, a
gehool of Christinn eduestion. It ia a Unitarian Church
whichk meeta here for tha worship of gne Cod, the
Father. 1tis & Christian Church, which takea Jesus of
Nazaroth as the leader of the human raee in its ascont
toward God, and in ita brotherhood of love. This is
not the first time that & Unitarian Church bas been
dedicated in Philsdelphin. Februnry 14, 1813, seventy-
three years ago, the first Unitarian Church in this eity
wna opened for tho worahip of the one true and living
God, The sociely having outgrown the original build-
ing, & second was ereeted, and dedicated November 5,
15828, And now we meet to offer a third building to the
gervice of God and man. But the Unitarinn Choreh ex-
isted here long before its first house of worship was
arected, In 1706 fourtesn persona united for Unitarian
worship in one of the rooms belonging to the University
of Pennaylvania. For some years they were s church
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