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PREFACE

TH.E short papers here given to the public were

ariginally published in the “ Women's Education
Journal ” in two distinet series, which are now re-
printed together, because they bear ultimately upon
the same impertant subject—the duty laid upon
women to fit themselves to be the educators of the
mace. It were vain to lay down the Kinder-garten
System, if women are not ready to practice it; the
philosophy of Frobel must remain a dead letter 88
regards all practical influence on society, if women
are not ¢apable of understanding and acting upon its
principles. The Kinder-garten System presents itself,
therefore, to those who are anxious to forward the
education of women under an aspeet of twofold im-
portance—that which it cstensibly claims as a meaus
of developing childish faculty, and that which it indi-
rectly possesses by its imperative claim on the exercise
of the highest faculties in women, Family life, few
will deny, is the centrs of national welfare; and Nature
herself has placed women as the central power of
family life. Any wide, moral, and intellectual reform
must then begin here. 'We touch the surface only by
all educational labour that leaves out of sight the asso-
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ally to urge schools to exact it. Teachers will probably
not be slow to do so when once they have recognised
the assizkanca thus given to their own labour. The
commonest complaint from all schools ia of the state of
unfitness in which the children are sent to them. Onme
of the most constant arguments used in favour of better
education for women has been the schoolmaster's argn-
ment, that if mothers could educate their children
before school-time, the work of school would be very
different from what it is.

The additions made to the sections on Higher Edu-
cation for Women are considerable, because the ex-
tremely narrow limits of the Journal at the time they
were first written had made brevity a principal con-
gideration. An outline only of the subject can be pre-
sented even here, but T have endesvoured to make it
somewhat lesa imperfect.

EMILY SHIRREFF.



