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PREFACE

THE present volume, “A Chapter in the History
of the Seven Years’ War’, covers only a year of
history in a colony which contained at the time less
than one hundred thousand Europeans. It would
not be surprising if some reader were to ask whether
a study in such detail was worth while. It may
be said, however, that the Seven Years” War is one
of the most important struggles in the history of
mankind, and that the topic of the present volume,
the transfer of Canada from French to British
sovereignty, was a vital event in the History of the

-~ British Empire.} If only a small population was

“directly affeeted, ¥he issues were none the less far-
reaching. The few French in North America in
1760 have now multiplied into nearly three million
people, scattered over both Canada and the United
States. Already in 1760 they had developed their
own type of social life; they have since clung to
it with great tenacity ; and to-day it is one of the
factors in the life of Canada which cannot be ignored.
Such a study seemed a necessary beginning for
investigations in the later history of Canada on

- which the author has been engaged.
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4 PREFACE

His chie[idebt in respect to the use of material
is to Dr. George H. Locke, Librarian of the Toronto
public Library; to the Literary and Historical
Society of Quebec ; and to Dr. A. G. Doughty, the
Dominion Archivist at Ottawa, upon whose great
stores and knowledge he has drawn so freely as to
make adequate recognition impossible, Two descen-
dants of chief actors in the drama on opposing sides
have rendered kind assistance: M. René de Keral-
lain, great-grandson of Colonel de Bougainville, has
given most valuable information and criticism, and
Major-General R, Mahon, great-grandson of General
Murray, has furnished the contemporary print of his
ancestor. To the Rev, Father O'Leary of Quebec
the author is indebted for the drawing of the General
Hospital. He has received much help from the
criticisms of Colonel Wood of Quebec and Professor
Egerton of Oxford.

ToroNTO,
July, 1914,
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