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GENERAL PREFACE

Tre belief which inspires the editors of the volumes
meluded in this series is one which should find a ready
adherence from all who accept the doctrine of develop-
ment. That belief may be sunumed up in the assertion
that the present is both the child of the past and the
parent of the future. Hence the high value of all forms
of historical study. 'The educational theory and practice
of a EEI]I'III:I.UI'IitI_‘r’ are not things which arise & nihilo ; they
are the result of the thoughts, activities, conditions, and
cireumstances which constituted the community’s past
life, especially as these were more directly related to the
upbringing of the young. This 13 so far troe, that an
intelligent and effective comprehension of any existing
educational system ean only be attained when its ante-
cedent conditions are known and appreciated.
= Fdueational history furnishes a key to the under-
Eat&ndiug of many of the problems of aim, administration,
:urga-uimt-iun and method, which confront the student
o bo~day. It will also help him to assume a just attitude

“towards the future, dispose him to aveid rontine, to
¥



¥i GENERAL MIEFALCE

beware of prejndice and to keep an open mid with
reference o sngpested change. History s the trua
the

rophylactic against the fogevdom which beset

Dioolmnster, the committes-man and the official.

The inHuence pxerted hy the lives or writings of
mdividual thmkers is one of many factors of the
protracted developiment of educatinn,  But many have
written, and weitten well, on eduoeation, whose effect
upon practice has been negligible, The aim of the
present series i€ Lo presont only sueh anthors as have
shaped subsequent edweational history, or who at lenst
have depicted with authority the educational ideas aud
practice of their own fime,

The eduestional writings of John Loeke are of more
that professional interest ; indeed, their more obvious
appeal is to the parent and the young man who con-
seionzly <eqs hunself the faszk of © self-education.”  Dat
the reader, whether lay cr professional, 15 apt to ind the
longrer  breatise somewhal prolix and encumbered by
repetitions, while the Coudwet of the Understanding
wag not revised by oits author.  In the present work,
the provizion of eross-reforences and the selection of the
first edition of Nowme Thoughts as the basal text have, it
is hoped, secured au areangement of Locke's exposition

convenient for the purposes of sady.
J. W.o AL



PREFACE

Tue educational wrirings of an anthor who died morve
than two centurtes ago mny be thouzht to possess an
interest little more than antiguarian at the present day.
Unfortunately, the historical study of education, as
commonly puesned, serves to conliom rather than to
correct such a supposition, sinee it frequently diverts
the student from the development which has taken place
in the actusl apphication of educational deas, and trans-
fers his attention to the biographies, personal opinions,
ar mets ehiter divto of individoal men and women, whose
imtluence upon homes, sehools, universities, or administra-
tiom has been either small or goite neghigible,

But there have been men and women whose lives or
writings or both combined have exerted great influence
upon the conrse of events: the educational situation of
the present is to be wnderstood in itz completeness only
by reference to the past as embodied m their work.
dohn Locke is of the number, He was profoundly dis-
satisfied with edneation as proctised in his own day, and
lis eriticisms throw lght on the aims and methods of
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