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INTRODUCTION.

EarLy in the present century Lord Byron wrote,
%It is the fashion to underrate Horace Walpole ;¥
and one has only to turn {0 the reviews of that
period to confirm the trsth of the statement. Suc-
cessive volumes of Walpole Letters, appearing at in-
tervals hetween the years 1798 and 1857, when the
first complete edition was issued, seem in general to
have been greeted by the critics with a half-patro-
nizing, half-scomful tone, which matched ill with the
sale of the volumes and their popularity with the gen-
eral public. On the appearance of the Montagu col-
lection {1818), 4 writer in the ¥ Edinburgh Review "
says: ' His mind as well as his house was piled up
with Dresden china and illuminated through painted
glass : he was the slave cf elegant trifles, and could
no more screw himself ap into a decided and solid
personage than he could divest himsell of perty
jealousies end miniature animosities.” Macaulay's
famoys dictum in the same Review (1833), “his
mind was a bundle of inconsistent whims and affec-
tations; his features were covered by mask within
mask ; when the cuter disguise of obvious affectation



