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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE CANAL COMMISSIONERS.

STATE OF NEW YORK:

Caxar Comurseroners’ Orrice, }
Arnawy, December 30, 1871.
T the Honorable the Legislature of the State of New Fork :
The undersigned herewith transmit their respective reports as
Canal Commissioners, for the fiscal year ending the 30th day of
September, 1871.
Very respectfully,
WILLIAM W. WRIGHT,
JOHN D. FAY,
GEORGE W. CHAPMAN,
Canal Commissioners.
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ANNUAL REPORT.

STATE OF NEW YORK:
Caxar Commissroxers’ Opyior, }
ArBawy, December 308.5, 1871.
To'the Honorable the Legislature of the Stats of New York:

The Canal Commissioners, in charge of the canals of this State,
respectfully submit their

ANNUAL REPORT

for the fiscal year ending September 30th, 1871 :

The Board of Canal Commissioners, on the 1st day of January,
1871, consisted of John D. Fay, William W. Wright and George
‘W. Chapman,

It was organized by the election of William W, Wright, 1-"'re.uld.<311t1
and George W. Chapman, Secretary.

To George W. Chapman was assigned, in special charge, the Ea-at
ern Division of the canals, which is made up as follows:

Eme Cawar, Esstern Division.

Albany to east bank of Oneida Lake canal. .
Albany basin {1 mile for tolls, Laws of 1849}
Port Bchn]rl.er and West Troy gide cuts. .

Champlain eanal and Waberford side cut...........
Pond above 'Ie‘x:&y .........................
Glen's Falls feeder and pond above...............

Black River canal. . ..........oooiiiiiiniinen..
Black River feeder and pond nbove dam, . vt
Delta fiader. . . v eiivviasisine i i vido
Black River improvement. .........ccoeviuvnnnn,
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ToWilliam W, Wright was assigned, in special charge, the Middle
Division of the canals, which embraces the following :

Erie canalsfrom the East bank of the Oneida Lake canasl to the
connty line between Seneca and Wayne counties, including
the several feeders and reservoirs.......... PR R e
Chenango canal, feeders and reeervoirs..................... 97
Chenango Canal extension, now under contract for construction, 80
CYBWERD GIIALL oo oo vitin o os s wdns b bishnaablewsss i i.. 88

Oneida Lake canal . ............. R U oo T
Oneida River improvement ... 20
Seneca River towing-path........ R e - 58
Cayngs and Seneca eamal. . ....ooiiviiiiiinaniinn. 23
Oayngafnlet ... iiiniiiiiiiiiiiiieiiianeiiaicrenans 2
Crooked Lake eanal...........ooiiiiiiiniiiiinniinnns 8
Chemung canal . .. ...y vocueiieveacavramavareariraeans 25 -
Chemung Canal feeder.......oooiviiiniiiniiiiiiiiienenn. 16
Seneea Kiver improvement. .... A woisls vas 12%
ToBl consinmommenuiss v s S SR 358

To John D. Fay was sssigned, in special charge, the Western
Division of canals.
The canals embraced in this division are aa follows:

Erie canal, from the east line of Wayne county to Buffalo, innt:lu-.-“n :
ding works.connected therewith. .. .....oouviuvienvarnia., 149

Genesee Valley canal from Rochester to Olean . .............. 107
Extengion of said eanal from Olean to Mill S 6
Dansville branch, from Shakers to Dnnsvi]ﬂ?........,....“ 11
7 S —— 274
Summary. -

Bagterr: Divislon. . .o var s i oenaig 307.00
Middle DIvIglon  ciiab viiehiieniinmmninonariidisnaes 358.00
Wosterni EMVIEION « . coc o vvvins dinnnsisie ss o nebainss vane qnas 273.00
R e B e 2 h rmie - e 938.00

The Champlain canal was opened on the 17th, and the other canals
of the State on the 24th-day of April, 1871, and were closed by ice
on the 1st day of December,

Under previous sppointment, Nathan Ackley has continued to act
38 clerk of the Board of (anal Commissioners during the fiscal yesr.

GEORGE W. CHAPMAN,
WILLIAM W. WRIGHT,
JOHN D, FAY,
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EASTERN DIVISION.

REPORT OF GEORGE W. CHAPMAN, CANAL COMMIS-
i BIONER.

The Commissioner in charge of the Eastern Division of the New
York State canals respectfully presents hie annual report for the fiscal
year ending on the 30th of Beptember, 1871

The Eastern Division comprises that portion of the Erie eanal
extending from the south end of the Albany basin to the east bank
of the Oneida Lake canal at Higginsville, nine miles west of Rome,
ineluding also the Champlain cansl, extending from Troy to White-
hall and the Black River canal and improvement, extending from
BRome to Carthage, together with all feeders, dams, side cuts and reser-
voirs connected therewith, its aggregate length being three hnndred
and seven miles. This division is divided into eleven superintend-
ent or repair sections ; the Erie eansl into five, and the Champlain
and Black River carals each into three. 2

_ The following named superindendents of repairs were placed in
charge of these sections by appointment of the Canal Board, Febru-
ary lat, 1871 :

Section One, Erie canal................. . William J. Wheeler.
Bection Two, Erie eanal . ... .....coonvnuen. Benj'n. Van Vranken.
Section Three, Erie canal.................. Daniel B, Read.
Section Four, Erie eanal. .....oveunvnninnn Daniel M. Golden.
Bection Five, Erle canal. . ..........cvnue, Charles Grahsm.
Bection One, Champlain canal..y........... George W.Neilson.
Bection Two, Champlain eanal............. George Satterlee.
Bection Three, Ohamplain canal....... «+... George Northup.
SBection One, Black River canal............ John Cole.

Section Two, Black River canal.... . R. Sanford Miller.

Seetion Three, Black River canal Frank B. Johnson.

"By appointment of the Board of Canal Commissioners, George L.
Ames has acted ag division agent, or general superintendent, during
the fiseal year.
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The engineering department of this division has been under
the charge of E. H. Crocker, division engineer, Peter Hogan, resi-
dent engineer, Wm. B. Cooper, 8. E. Babeock and G. M. Barnes,
asgistant engineers.

To each and every one of the officera above named, great credit is
due for their faithful and efficient discharge of their dutles, in the
repairing and improvements of the canals, and the maintenance of
good navigation during the seasons of 1870 and 1871.

Upon ten of the eleven sections of the Eastern Division the ordi-
nary repairs and management have been under the chatge of the
superintendents during the whole of the flscal year. Section one,
Erie canal, has been under contract for repairs which expires Jann-
sty lst, 1872

The following is & detailed statement of the objects and amounts
of all expenditures on the Esstern Division for the different sectiona
during the fiscal year, from September 30th, 1870 to September 30th,
1871, showing all the amonnts which have been paid or certified to
be due, which are classified as follows :

1. For ordinary repairs, paysable from the revenues of the canal.

1. By superintendent of repairs,

2. By drafts on Auditor.

3. By Canal Commissioner from miscellaneons acconnt.

4. By certificates, on estimates due, or on awards of Canal Board.

II. For extraordinary repairs, for which appropriations are made
by law, and for which taxes are levied,

1. By drafts on Auditor.
2, By Commissioner from miscellaneous accounts.
8. By certificates on estimates due, or awards of Canal Board.

II1. For awards and expenses of awards before the Canal A ppraisers.

1. By draft on Auditor,

2. By certificate.

8. By Commissioners for expenses of trials and awards from
miscellaneons sccount.

Together with statemente of the condition of the canals, and works
and improvements connected therewith, the improvements and repaira
made during the past fiscal year or contemplated to be made, and
recommendations of such messures in relation to the canals as he
ehall deem the public interest to require.



CaNaL CoMMISSIONERS. 9

ERIE CANAL.

Becrron No. L.
Wiiraum J. WHERLER, Superintendent,

This section still remaing undér contraet for repairs, made with
William C. Stephens (assigned to Thomas Gale) for five yesrs from
January 1, 1867, and extends from the south end of Albany bagin to
the west end of the lower Mohawk aqueduct, including the West
Troy and Port Schuyler side-cuta; the Champlain eanal, from the
junetion to a point 200 feet north of the gnard lock at Cohoes, on the
southgide of the Mohawk river; the Troy dam, the sloop lock and the
pond above, making nineteen miles. : ;

The etructures upen thie section are:

Forty-three locks ; 182 lock gates ; two weigh-locks; two collectors’
and weigh-offices ; one aquednct (lower Mohawk); six waste-weirs;
gixteen eculverts; fourteen farm bridges (wood); siz road bridges
(wood); eighteen road bridges (iron); three tow-path bridges (iron);
two tow-path bridges (wood); two foot bridges (wood); eight lock
houses ; eighteen watch houses ; one workshop at Cohoes ; two timber
gheds ; one dwelling-house at State yard, Cohoes.

The following is & statement of work done as ordinary repairs by
repair contractors: The locks were generally repaired in the spring,
and pat in order for navigation.

There has been thirty-four new lock gates built, of which twenty
gates have beer put in the following locks:

Lock number 8............... veersrsarssissass. TWO gates
Lock number 4........ccovvuviinnnnnia. .... Two gates.
Lock number B........0.0vieviianns ««.... Three gates
Lockmumber 9..........cicciciniiiinns veeenis. Two gates.
Toek number 10 .. .. ...ovvviineianriaransinesing Two gates.
Lock number 11, . ... vuiiiinriiiniianiinnnannnns Three pates.
Lock number 12........0cvvuviieniinenngaeene. .. One gate

Lockmamber 18. .. ...veiviiiamiiinriceaciiannsas Two gatee.
Loreke et Ly s o0 o0 < imsnion s issins i o e Two gates.
Lock number 15. 0.0 vviiiniiiiiiii e One gate

Many of the old gates have been repaired by putting in new heel
or toe posts, new arms, new balance beams, and fender planks,

All the bridges on the section have been painted except three cov-
ered bridges on the Erie and two old wood bridges or the Champlain
canals, the iron bridges with a black composition paint, and the wood
bridges with white lead and linseed oil.



