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* (MARHESE Satires have been

ot -‘9_ favourably recmvcd a.':

not confcious ﬂfthe leaﬂ:

e\ %A% malevolence to any par-
‘ tlcnla.r Pcrfon thro® all the Chara&f:rs,
tho’ fome perfons may be fo felfifh, as to
engrofs a gencml application to them-
felves. A writer in polire letters thould
- be content with reputation, the private
amufement he findsin his compofitions,

the good influence they have on his fe- -

verer ftudies, that admiflion they give
Az him



PREFACE

him to his fuperiors, and the poffible
good effeét he mdy have on the pub-
lick ; or elfe they fhoild join to his Po-
litenefs fome more lucrative qualification.
But it is poflible that Satire may not .
do inuch good. Men mdy rife i their
affections to their follies, as they do to
their friends, when they are abus’d by
others. It is mueh # be fear'd that
mifcondué will never be chaced out of
the world by Satire ; all therefore that
is to be fald for it, is, that mifconduct
will cmgmtlybe never chaceéd out of the
world by Satire, if mo Satires are writ-
ten. Which is applicable, likewife,
to graver compofitions. Ethics Hea-
then and Chnfhan., and the Scriptures
themfelves are, in a great meafure, 2
Satire 'on the weaknefs, and iniquity of
men 5 ind fome pare of that Se-
tire is in verfe, too, Nay in the firlt
ages,
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ages, Philofophy and Poetry were the
fame thing; wifdom wore no other
drefs. So that, I hope, thefe Sarires
will be tlie more eafily pardon’'d that
misfortane by the Severe.  IF they like
not the fathion, let them take them by
the weight ; for fome weight they have,
ot the Author has fail'd of his aim,
Nay, Hifforians themlelves may be con-
fider'd 45 Saririfts, and Satirifts moft fe-
vere ; finee fiich are moft human Actions,
that to relate, is o eéxpofe them,

No man can converle much in the
world, but, at what he meets with, he
muft ekher be infenfible, or grieve, or
be angry, or fmile. Some paffion (if
we aré not impaflive) muft be mov’'d ; for
the general conduét of mankindis, by no
means, a thing jud;fferent, to areafonable
and virtaous man. Now to {mile at it, and
turn it into ridicule, I think molft eligi-

ble,-
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ble; as it hurts our felves lealt, and
gives vice, and folly the greateft offence :
And that for #bis reafon ; becaufe what
men aim at by them, is, generally pub-
lick opinion and efteem. Which truth

is the fubject of the following Satires ;

and joins them together, as feveral
branches from the fame root. An unity
of defign, which has not (I think) ina
fer of Satires been attempted before.
Laughing at the mifcondu& of the
world, will, in a great meafure, eafe us
of any more difagreeable paffion abont
it. One paffion is more effectually
driven ‘out by another, than by reafon;
whatever fome may teach. For to rea-

fon we owe our paffions ; had we not

reafon, we fhould not be offended at
what we find amifs. And the cauf feems
'not.-to be the natural cure of any effed.

Moreover,

——— ark
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Moreover, laughing Satire bids the
fairet for fuccefs, The world is too
‘prond to be fond of a ferious Tutor:
And when an Author isin a pafiion,
the laugh, generally, as in conver-
fation, turns againft him. This kind
of Satire only has any dehcacy in
it. Ofthis deiu:acy Horace is the beft
mafter: He appears in good humour
while he cenfures; and therefore his
cenfure has the more weight, as fuppo-
fed to proceed from Judgment, not
from Paflion. fwvenalis ever ina paf-
fion ; he has little valuable but his Flo-
quence, and Morality : The laft of which
1 have had in my eye, but rather for
emnlation, than imitation, thro’ my
whole work.

But tho’ I, comparatively, condemn

in part of the fixth Satire
(whn: thc occafion moft requird it) I
endea-
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endeavour’d to touch an his manner;
buc was forced wo quit it foon, as dif-
agreeable to the Writer, and Reader
0. DBoilean has join’d both the Ro-
man Satitifts with great foccefs; but has
too much of Favenal in his very fericus
Satire on Women, which fhould have
been the gayeft of all. An excellent
critick of our own commends Bosleaw’s
clofenefs, or, as he callsit, preffnefs,
particularly : Whereas it appears to me,
that Repetition is his faule; if any fanle
fhould be imputed vo him,

There are fome Profe-Satirifts of
the greatelt Delicacy, and Wit; the
laft of which can never, or fhould
never fucceed, without the former. An
Author, without it, betrays too greata
contempt for mapnkind, and epinion
of himfelf; which are bad Advocates
for reputation, and foccefs. What 2

difference




