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THE TRAGEDY OF JULIUS CASAR.

Introduction,

Life of Shakespeare—Birth and Parentage.—The play
of The Tragedy of Juliur Cerar was written by WirLiam Bnaxesegake,
who was born at Stracford-on=Avon, Warwickshire, on the 22nd or
23rd April 1564. The latter date has been accepted as the more
tikely, an old rraﬁitinn stating that he died on the anniversary of his

The Village of Wilmecnte o Wincot in 1252,

birth, and we know beyond question his death occurred on April
23rd, 1616, His father, John Shakespeare, belonged to a family
which had given generstions of substantial yeomen to the Mid-
fand districts of England. At the time of the poet’s birth John
was a prosperous < general merchant” in apricultural produce.
Corn, malt, hides, wool, leather, hay are named among the wares in
which he dealt. Aubrey, the first biographer of Shakespeare, scyled
the father of the latter “a butcher.” Others have classed him as
a “glover.”  Puoasibly, like colonial storekeepers of the present day,
be may have united many branches of trade in himseﬂ{, BOD a8 to
consule the convenience D{I rural customers coming from a distance,
¥



