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INTRODUCTION.
R —

I¥ this free and happy country, notes apd commen-
taries, illustrations and sxpositions,—sll professing to
elucidate the Book of God—spring up like true plants
of a Bible land 'Where books on the Bible so abound,
some reason for adding to their number may, possibly,
be demanded by the reader. The adequacy of the
Teason can alone be proved by the contenta; while the
reason itself arose out of some of those casupal eircum-
stances which might occur to any person who feels an
interest in the truth of God

A request was presented to the writer to undertake
the instruction of others in a Bible class, From inex-
perience in that mode of tuition, the proposal would
have been declined; but long association with the
Sunday-school, from whose ranks of past and present
scholars the class was sbout to be formed, and other
favouring circumstances, induced the conviction that
the Lord was thus appointing new service for himaelf
and the request was complied with.

Trusting in the Lord,and endeavouring to make His
Word the teacher of the class, the Bible was opened at
the Book of Genesis. The first few chapters brought
the co-relations of gin, judgment, and mercy, under
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consideration ; and references to texts shewing their
connection were noted down in three parallel columns.
Some thoughtful utterances from an almost stranger on
the prevailing unconsciousness concerning the guilt of
sin in the gight of a holy God, reflected a new interest
on this previqualy selected eeriea of suhbjects; and,
within a very short period, similar remarks were made
by an entire stranger, “ What saith the Seripture” was
more deeply impressed upon the mind of the writer;
the skeleton references were then expanded into a
consecutive narrative; and the three distinct subjects
indicated by coloured inks: the red, shewing the sin
of man; the blue, the judgments of the Lord; and the
purple, the mercies of the Lord.

That man iz a sinner before God,—that God hates
sin, and muet punish it —and that the Lord will have
mercy on some men,—are facts generally admitted: but
their importance is not felt until our own individuoal
sinfulness oecupies our thoughta; until we reflect on the
judgments which we have deserved, and on the mercies
which the Lord has promised to bestow on us indivi-
dually, if we by faith are united to His Son.

Our personal concern in sin, judgment, and mercy,
nevessarily leads us to Him on whom our transgressions
were laid ; to Him who bore the judgments of God for
us ; and through whom alone we can now receive the
mervies of God.

‘We look back on the sacrifices which were offered up
for sin, and sea in them foreshadowings of the One
great Sacrifice: we contemplate the lives of the patri-
arche and prophets, and see in them some anticipations
of the life of Christ. The New Testament teaches that
the earlier revelation presents shadows of more perfect
things yet to come; and we would in the position of
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learners endeavour, by that which has been already
made nanifest, to anticipate that which is yet future.

In ordinary affairs, where that which is clearly known
stands in some definite relation to that which is less
perfecily apprehended, our liability to err doss not pre-
vent us from enlarging our conceptions of the latter by
the conclusions we draw from the former: and we ars
permitted to learn the future purposes of God toward
man by carefully considering His prophecies concerning
the future in their relations to His past acts of judg-
ment and mercy. Thronghout the Bible, we find it is
the will of God that we should know Him by His past
manifestations toward man: and He has by ons prophet,
Ezekiel, taught us as many as sixty times, that He is to
be known by His judgments and imercies.

We may be further encouraged in seeking a mors
intimate knowledge of God by remembering the visions
which He granted to some persons whose eyes He is
said to have opened, and who, in suddenly seeing before
them that which waa especially suited to their ¢ircum-
stances, must have learnt the character of Him who
thus supplied their wants, or who admonished them for
evil doings. When Ishmael was dying from thirst, God
opened the eyes of Hagar, and she saw & well of water;
and, as distinet perception leads to corresponding action,
“ghe went and filled the bottle with water, and gave
the lad drink” At another time, the Lord opened
the eves of a prophet’s timid servant; he then saw a
“mountain full of horses and chariots of fire round
about Elisha” And when the persecuting Saul saw
the light from heaven, and heard the voice asking why
he persecuted Him, the ascended Saviour, the trembling
and astonished pharisee repented of his deeds, and said,
“ Lord, what wilt thou huve me to do?" and his after
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life was spent in doing his Lord's will But when the
Lord opened the eyes of the wealth-loving Balaam, he
saw the Angel of the Lord standing before him with a
drawn sword in his hand; and Balaam was for a time
constrained to unwilling obedience. In these days we
do not seek such manifestations; yet we may adopt
the words of the Psalmist, and expect the blesging he
desired, when he eaid, “Open thou mine eyes, that I
may behold wondrous things out of thy law " and we
may, like the Bereans, search the Scriptures daily, and
like them, receive the word with all readiness of mind.

And if this arrangement of Scripture, which arose
from u Bible-class, and was afterwards further developed,
ghould lead any render to Jesus as the Sin-hearer and
the Dispenser of mercy; or should induce any one to
rejoice more fully in promised blessings, and to live
more chediently to the precepts of the Lord: or if any
of those who sincerely love Him, and are diligently
serving Him, should find these pages useful im conveying
instraction to others,—the writer will rejoice in having
been thus led on in the Lord's service.

This introduction to a remembrancer of God's holy
book may be suitably closed with the prayer of the
venernble Dr. Merle IV Aubigné :—* Let not thy Word
depart from this land, as it has departed from other
lands. Keep this people close to thy Word—0O keep
this people close to thy Word. This is my prayer, this
is my petition. Keep them close to thy Word Let it
be sovereign, living, efficacions in their hearts. Keep
them close to thy Word, in the love of Jesus, and by
the power of the Holy Ghost!” Awmen,
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