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FROM THE DIARY

or

ROBERT SEARLES,

Breaw

“ 4 Mghway shall be thers—it shall bo called, the way of
Aoliness—ths wayfiring man shall not err therein,
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tug following memorandums of one whe La his life and conduct
adorned the statlon of & servant, are printed in the hope that the
attentive perasal of them will be beneficlsl and animating, not
onfy to those who may have to tread the same path, but to others
whao may be less exposed (o outward toil and labour.

The short motice of the Writer which is prefized, s taken in
part from the Testimony of the Friends of his own Moothly
Meeting. The extracts from this memorial are marked by in-
-veried commas, and are, with # few alterations, inserted in the
words of the original. They will be easily distinguished from
nther pussages in it, tuken from his own papers, which are alio

marked as quotsiions,
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4 BIOGEAPHICAL SKETGH.

% I began to listen to what some of our neighbours
said on this subject, that this was right, and the other
wrong. I left off going to the meetings of the General
Baptists, who held salvation possible to all men; and
went amongst the Calvinistic Baptists, who profess that
salvation is provided for only a part of mankind ; and
thiat this part are sore of it, withont any possibility of
their missing ; it being unalterably fixed from all eter-
nity, so that the creature has nothing to do in it: for
means and ends sre so unalterably fixed, as sorely to
be accomplished oo the part of mankind, so predesti-
uated. Bat although they thus profess, how often do
their ministers invite all to the Gospel Feast, to partake
of that bread, of which, according {o their omn doctrine,
there may be none provided for them! Bot O! whata
favour that oo one is excluded thesce, but those whe
sxclude themselves, Welcome the ignorapt and polite ;
the learned sod the rude.

% | constantly attended the meeting of these Calvinistic
Baptists, was very eamest to be instructed, paid all the
attention I possibly could, und was glad when meeting-
day was near, that I might go and hear another ser-
mon, [ also wanted to feel more of that power within,
which was so much ialked of smongst them, buot in
that [ knew 1 fell shori, although 1 greatly longed for
it. The reason of this want, I could not tell ; it being
so strongly beld out by the Minister, that the desire
after it was life begun, meaning spiritual life ; and thea
il, begun, sure to be carried oo






a BIOGRAPHICAYL SEETCH.

pened which led toanother change with me. My mas-
ter who employed me, died ; and another came whe
professed Quakerism, as it is called. He being obsery-
able of his new set of men, and religiously inclined, left
books in our counting-hoase, which, being desirons of
knowing religious people and things, I used to get
and read.

“ QOue of thess books was, Robert Barclay's Apology
for the Christian Faith, ss held by the people called
Quakers. Ithought myselfa maich for that, but was mis-
teken ; for whenever I read in it, it uged to reach my feel-
ings. Then I began with my master to talk about religious
mbjects, bot wes always overpowered on that head.—
His reasonings on religious matters reached my feelings,
and I found my mind inclining that way, as also did
my wife, and rather more so than myself,

%Y cannot very well remember how it happened, but
I went to ooe of the Quarterly Meetings of Friends ;
and there being a pretty many ministering Friends that
dey, on sn appointment from the Yearly Meeting, a
great many living testimonies were horne in the power
and agthority of Trath, to the tendering of my spirit ;
and a refreshing meeting it was to me. Onmy return-
ing home, I thought, surely these mmst be the people
who hold the solemn meeting ; and if I'were clearof those
other people, I should go to the meetiogs of Friends;
but I did not know what I must do, nor how the mat-
ter would end. However, I was so far inclined to the







