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PTRETACE.

charneter of American nstitntions, and it 1a the
purpose of this ook, which 15 o tene pictors
iu i frumework of Letien, to shew how that
aharactor, which 20 sommanded the hearis and

e confidence of men, waz formed,  He who in yonth nnsel-
fishly seeks the zood of othevs, withent fear or favor, may b
ridicnied, bor he makez for bimselt o character fit to zovern
athers, and oue thal Lhe people wilt one day need and honer.
right muakes wmughl” T prioeiple the book seeks by abon-
Aund storv-relling to ffaeteace and make clear,

Tn thiz volume, as in the * Log Rchool-Iouse on the Ca-
lumbin,” the adventures of 4 ploneer 2ohonl-master are made to
represent ihe ewly hizrory of a pewly settied country.  The
“ Log School-Tlause on the Columbia™ gave o view of the early
Liziory of Oreron and Washington, This volume eollects
many of he Iwdian romaresz and calin tales of the early
gettlers of [llinciz, and pielures the hardships and  manly
struggles of one who by force of early character made Limself

the rreatest of represontative Americans,
{hiiy



iv IN THE BOYLHOOD OF LINCOLS,

The character of the Dunkard, or Tunker, a5 a wandering
school-master, may be new to many readers. Such mizsion-
aries of the forests and prairies have now for the most part
dizappeured, but they did a useful work ameng the pioneer
settlements on the Ohio and Illincts Rivers. In this cuse we
present him as a disciple of Pestalozzi and a friend of Froebel,
and us oney who brings the German methods of story-telling
into his work.

“ Was there ever so rood an Indian as Umatilla?™ asks an
accomplished reviewer of ihe “ Log Sehool-Tlouse ou the Co-
Ilnmbia.” The chief whose heroie death in the grave of his son
1z recorded in that volume did not receive the full measare of
credit for his devetion, for he was really buried efice in the
grave of his boy. A like question may be asked in regard to
the father of Waubeno in this velume. We give the story very
much as Black IMawk himself related it. In Drake's Iistory
of the Indians we find it related in the following manner :

“Itis related by Black Hawk, in hisz Life, that some time
before the War of 1812 one of the Indians bad killad o French-
man at Praivie des Chiens.  * The Dritish soon after took him
prisoner, and said they wonld ghoot him next day.  ITiz family
were encamped a short distance below the mouth of the Ouis-
consin.  He begged permission to go and see them that night,
a3 he was fo die the next day. They permitted him to go, after
promizsing to return the next morning by sunrise. Ile visited
his fumily, which consisted of a wife and six children. I
can not describe their meeting and parting to be understood
by the whites, as it appears that their feelings are acted upon
by certain rules luid down by their presclers —while ours
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are governed only by the monitor within ws, e parted from
his wile and ehildren, hurvial throngh the prairie o the Toere,
and arvivedd in time.  The soldiers wore ready, and immedi-
ately wmarehed e aud shol B dowa ! I this were not
eold-bloaded, deliberate murder on the part of tho whites 1
have no conception of what constitutes that erime. What
were: the circumstances of the murder we are not informed ;
but whatever they may have been, they ean not exeuse n still
ereater barbarity,”

It belongs, like the story of so-called Umaiilly in the
“ Log School-Ilouse on the Columbia,”™ to a scries of great
lerends of Indian charaeter which the poet’s pen and the
artist’s brush would do well to perpetvate. The examples of
Indians who have valued honor more than lfe are many, and
it s o pleasing doty to picture such scence of native worth,
as true to the epirit of the past.

We have in this volume, as in the former book, freely
mingled history, tradition, and fetion, but we believe that
we have in no case Been untroe to the fact and spirvit of the
times we picture, and wo have employed fletion chiefly as a
framework to bring what is real more vividly into view. We
have employed the interpretive imagination merely for narm-
tive porposes. Nearly all that has distinctive worth in the
volume is substantinlly true to history, tradition, and the gen-
eral spirit of old times in the Illineis, the Sangamon, and
the Chicago; to the character of the *jolly old pedagogue long
ago”; and fo that marvelons man who accepted in youth the
lezzon of lessong, that * right makes might”

23 Woncestor Streer, Dosvow, Mass,
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