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PREFACE.

TLII-: fuﬂuwing‘ ]‘I'.:'E.'Ll.ll'l_'",_‘;- HIE III.IE!HE.]:H_‘.'[I H1s EhE' UTEE‘]!L
request of many who heard them delivered. They are
given nearly as they were spoken, thoogh it was found
LeCesEuEy B itroduee albeeslione in the |Jhra5;1:::]|rgjr il
framework, which all who are acquanted with publi-
cation must have found more or lesy requited, in pre-
paring for the press what was oviginally intended only
for the pulpit. Nolwithstanding theze adaptations to
the character of a book, the Lectures, T am aware, seill
abound with those re-statements which nﬂ.tura.]l}' cha-
racterise productions brought forth at distant intervals,
und adupted to o popular awdience. LEven this, how-
ever, which may be regarded as detracting from the
merit of a regular trealise, may have s advantages in
the present instance. What has litherto rendered the
discussion of Christian Buptism so dry and uninviting,
has perhaps been the formal and didactic aspeet it has
asswmed, and its being too often mixed up with the
interminable replies and duplies of personal contro.

VETSY.



Vi PREFACE

The author is nod so vain us to imagine that he hos
ndded any new or original arguments to a controversy
which lins been so often handled, What he has now
published is the result of the readings and reflections of
many years, and he must have unconsciously borrowed
much from his predoecssors,  In one plice, at the close
of the Fourth Lecture, he has horrowed from himself,
boving, in the Improvement, piven the snbstance of al
artiele writtan some thne apo o relipious periodical.
Nor is he ambitions enough to cxpeet thae he will make
converts from the moks of confirmed Baptists.  Ile has
IU-IEH L'QEI.EI:.'I:I Len i'x!l&ﬂt 1]“{‘ :I.'[I.:'r' []_'[I.I"'[!EH;{I]I. (L1 ]‘:ul’: mﬂ.’dl‘
oft those who have furly pot within the dstocbang in-
fluences of this * wind of doctioe,”  Such Jrersons Yiew
every thing frown o ditferent position, wnd throngh a prens
line meslinm ; and from them lie expects nothing hnt ;)
reputition. of the old gueries which have heen so often
answered, and the misrepresentations which have been
a8 often exposed.  The author liegs, however, to repeat
biere whit b stated at the commencement of his course,
that Lis object is not 10 make converts, but to instroet
atd estabilish those who may be adhering to the trath
without suficient investigation, and (0 puard them
against rashly renouncing what they may have too
lyghely mlopted.

Ou the subject in peneral, it is o be feared much
ignorance aml Iuis.n}lprr_']u_'nﬁ'mu prevail.  The st and
simplest of the Christiun institutes hus been involved in
A labyrinth of metaphysical subtlety and theologicn dis-
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cussion, the very aspect of which deters many from
examining it. Public attention, however, has been
lntely turned to the question by two very opposite
causes,—ihe secession, on the one hand, from the Church
of England of a clergyman, whe, from his gifis and
graces, as well as his rank, formed one of its hrightest
ornaments, and who was at one time fondly expected
to prove ome of its most elfictent reloomers, but who
has chosen to throw his inHuence into the seale of
dissent, and iz now expending hiz strength in bat-
tling for the peculiarities of anti-peedobaptism; and
the threatened ejection, on the other hand, of another
clergyman by the party holding the beresy of bapticmal
regencration.  T'o these sources of public interest, the
author is inclined to truee the popularity of the Leetures
when they were deliverad ; and they inay atill contrilte
to invite attention to them in their present form.

The question, though largely handled, seems still to
admit of being discussed in o plain, populer, and prac-
tical manner, adapted to the comprehension of all. Tt
extremely difficult to speak on the point at ull without
offending cherished prejudiecs ; and it is our special
unhappinﬂss i this l:l[[l_-'_'d-ti.l;,]]'l:l that we are h:l::'[lghf‘
wto cellision with brethren whose personal piety and
public zesl in the cause of Christ entitle them to the
highest praise, Dut the interests of truth (and this
seems eminently a part of © the present teuth ™) reqoire
that we should take up the question under this disad-
vantage ; and it has been the author’s intention, how-
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ever e may have sueceeded in corrying it out, to avoid
all uncharitable inveetive and weedless irritation.

Iﬂtﬂ 1"“"' AEFPL‘“‘IIiI ]]l:: ]]JIE tl:rﬂﬂ-'l:t 11 fﬂ'ﬂ' IEI[IM.’::B on
topics presently controverted, whieh could not so well
be admitted into the Lectures,

In fine, the author caommends these Lectures to the
blessing of the Great Tlead of the whaole family o
heaven and carth, and to the candid perusal of all,
with one of the I'rayers anciently used at the celebra-
tion of baptism in the French und Scottish Churehes:—
* Hear us, Father of merey, that so the Baptism which
wi clislll.'tlm‘., aumrding tu t}L_‘,' 'i.]'l.‘il.it.l.lti.ﬁ]'l:, iy i::'m]uc:e
its fruit amd virtue, in suck sort as thou host declared
to us in thy Gospel !”




