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PREFACE.

The elementary principles of pedagogics are
easily within the comprehension of any one other-
wise gqualified to teach the common school branches.
With the umsolved problems of psychology the
school teacher is not concerned. But to teach any
subject properly reqtiires some knowledge of the
laws which govern the growth of mind. In this
book special pains have been taken to apply the
prineiples of pedagogics to the practical work of
the school rcom.

* Elements of Pedagogics™ is not a pretentious
book. It is intended for those who have not already
studied pedagogy, hence it aims to state concisely,
clearly, and simply the well-established prineiples
and facts of educational psychology and correct
methods of imstruction, yet no attempt has been
made to make the subject light and easy, for the
study of mental phenomena presupposes thoughtful
habits of study in the reader,
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iv PREFACE,

Into the foot notes are gathered quotations from
Sully’s “ Outlines of Psychology,” Ladd's *‘ Psy-
chology,’’ Dewey's ! Psychology,” James's ** Psy-
chology,”” Hill's ‘*Psychology,” Van Norden’s
*‘Psychic Factor,” and from Spencer, Rosenkranz,
Compayré, Hughes, Fitch, Rooper, Sidgwick,
Thring, Locke, Page, Brooks, and White. The
inquiring teacher is respectfully referred to the
completer works of the authors here named for more
professional light upon his chosen work. '

For convenience of treatment the text is di-
vided into two parts: Part Fersé aims to present the
elementary principles of educational psychology:
part Second discusses the leading topics of practical
pedagogics. Inm spirit and purpose this little book

1s strictly educational.

|
St. Lous, January, 1894.
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PART FIRST.

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY.



The lower animals are born with an almost eomplete adapta-
tion for the performance of their life functions. The eolt stands
when only a few hours old. At the age of three, he can dp al-
most all he can ever do in his lifetime. Tt 38 not eo witha
bhuman infant. For years it is abeclutely dependent on others
for the continuance of its existence. No living creature is more
ignarant, more defenaclcss, more entirgly at the mercy of beings
other than itself. Destined for the highest attaioments of intel-

ligence, the infant poesesses the lesst of sutomatic adapiation to -

the conditions of life. Ewerything hua to he learned from the
beginning.  Inetinct da at the minimum, Intellect, undeveloped
but potential, ia at the maxitoum. Almost everything done by
the child is done by conscious peychical reaction, not mechan-

ically,— Hill's Peychology.




