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WESTERN CIVILIZATION.

" Time," says Bacon, “in the greatest innovator; and i time of
course alter all things to the worse, and wisdom and counsel ahall
pot alter them to the better, what aball be the and?"






URING these history-making days, to one
keeping in touch with the world’s current
affairs, it becomes evident that they are so revolu-
tionary and alarming that at times it would seem
as if no one desired to get down to facts. For in-
stance, during my travels in 1901, the enthusiastic
admiration of the press in England and on the
Continent for American business and educational
methods was extremely confusing to me, After
reading Lord Rosebery's astounding statements
that “some of the Captains of Industry conduct
governmental affairs,” and that “Britons are im-
potent,” I did not think the time opportune for pub-
lishing the little matter I had then prepared to the
contrary, But now that some of the falseness of
modern methods is coming to light men may pos-
sibly cease to praise and instead give to current af-
fairs a little rational attention.

Every one realizes how interminable have been
the discussions of the social question and how
iruitless have been the efforts of the many meetings
and congresses convened with the object of dis-
covering a panacea for the universal unrest. With-
out possessing a sufficient knowledge of the facts
relating to the cause and remedy all that has been
said and written upon this subject has been harmful
rather than beneficial, Realizing this, I would not
presume to advance any views upon this question
were I not convinced that there iz a simple and
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practicable remedy. 1 would ask that the reader
bear this in mind as it will make me the better un-
derstood.

Notwithstanding that steam, electricity and mod-
ern education have been such important factors in
creating unrest, the ahsence of intelligence dis-
played in relation to the conception and conduct of
life, and in all that has been done and said in favor
of centralized industrialism, and the reverse of good
results from writing and preaching, lead one to be-
lieve there is to be found neither diagnosis nor
remedy. However, as an unschooled, plain business
man, I will, in a homely way, say a few things which
my experience teaches me refate to the world's
most vital questions. In doing so, I am aware that
nothing brings such vituperation as the statement
of a fact does when it bears on advancement. I
speak of the world at large, because in this connec-
tion countries can no longer be successfully dealt
with singly.

When it results from occupation in localities
where there are proper food and environment for
physical and moral development, all making for
preventive medicine, preventive alcoholism, pre-
ventive crime, preventive war, and, not least of all,
preventive charity, man's everlasting need is a rea-
sonable unit of income.

For the grand and indisputable test of any gov-
ernment is contained in the question, What did it
do for the people? Did it properly feed, clothe and
house them, or did it not?

My purpose is to discover whether Christendom
has or has not complied with these demands.

The few following paragraphs deal with the ratio
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of people in employment. They relate to and
strike at the fundamentals of society. Provided
the falseness of the conditions cannot be righted,
nothing to uplift mankind can be done. Why
deny the fact that, as a rule, men do not read nor
even listen as intelligently as they should. I, there-
fore, beg that you give me your earnest attention,
Because of the conditions they represent, I shall
speak of men and things rather plainly, but by no
means as plainly as I could and would like to, or as
plainty as the situation demands.

Ta obtain a sound conception of modern indus-
trialism, a&nd current affairs, it fs imperative that
one should know something about the number of
wege-earnets and the number the world’s purchas-
ing power can employ in centralized manufactures,
also a few facts relating to the affairs of the men
in control, and something about what is going on
in agriculture.

According to the United States census report
for the year 1900, excluding establishments with an
output below $500, 5,319,598 men, women and chil-
dren in thiz coumtry turned out $13,018,251,014
worth of manufactured products. Whether these

'data are or are not overdrawn, there is sufficient
leeway for the present waning purchasing power.

Now one year with another, in centralized and
thoroughly equipped and economically con-
dncted establishments, the world’s purchasing
power cannot absarb the centralized manufac-
tured products of 10,000,000 men, women and
children, That is, under present false methods
three-quarters of one per cent. (I should say one-
half of one per cent.) of 1:11& people can with modern



