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T THE MEMOERY OF
N.C.D.
AND THE FIRST HUNDRED TIIOUSAND

WIIO GLADLY GAVE THETR LIVES
TO RIGHT THE WRONG






PREFACE

Tirs book does not pretend to being s formal history
of the Flemish and Walloon provinees up to their
union a4 an independent kingdom ; nor does it dea)
with Belgium exclusively., Its aim 18, with pen and
pencil, to illustrate the stirring past of that troubled
borderland on which neighbour-nations have so often
fought their guarrels, till in our own day it made an
arena for the main stress of the greatest war over
waged on carth. Those who have gone through that
titanic struggle, or followed it with anxicus eyed, may
willingly find here renewed for them the old fame of
hames now to us become at onee sadly and proudly
familiar,
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