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THE MANUBCRIPTS

oF

COL. DAVID MILNE HOME OF WEDDERBURN.

Tee muniments of the family of Home of Wedderburn ave very l
numerons and refate to lunds in almost every part of Berwickshire, |
though a few affect lands in the county of Haddington., Bome
of them date from the fime of King William the Tion. They |
chiefly illusirate the history and vicissitudes of the family of |
which Colonel Milne Home i now the lineal representative; but |
they are also full of inlerest as throwing light on the fortunes of |
muny old families in the Morse, ad well ag obhor hranchos of the
name and race of MMame. The eollection from which tha follow-
ing soleefion hag been made i3 preserved partly at Paxton House,
partly at Ualdra, and peclly af the chambers of the law-apenls of
the family in Edinhburgh ; and every facility and assistance have
been afforded for muking the inspection therough and eomplete.
For convenience of dealing with the Manuseripts here reported
upon il hus beou judged expedient to classify them us follows :—
L Charlers und plher dosuments relaling lo the family of
Home of Wedderburn.
. Wrile affeeting lande originally Delonging to the Priory
of Coldingham.

. Writs relating to vavious Innds and families.
1. Miaeellaneous Writs snd Manueeripta.

Even this- classification, however, does not strietly hold, for
moet of the papers and decuments in the three last sections relate
to the family of Home of Wedderburn also.  Buot some such
arrangement ia neeessary even though it relegates sevoral of the
most interesting digcoveries, as the early Lamberton Chartecs
(Mos, 495-600), lo a somewhat remote poart of this report.

To ensnre a belter grosp of the deeuments reported wpon
in Section T, those more particalurly relating fo the family of
Home of Wedderburn, it may be permissible here fo give a brief
eketch of the history of the family itself; and thevewithall for
conveniemce of reference to subdivide the section into periods
corresponding to the duration of the suecessive Lairdshipe.
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TFor centuries the Homes of Wedderburn were ome of the most
predominant families of the Merse,  Seiong of o warlike hoose
and posted on the Borders as if for the very purpose of guavding
the *in conntey "' ngainst the ineursions of the ** guld injmels of
Englaud™ (which were so frequent that, as will be seen from somo
of the charters recorded, the payment of rent was o eonditional
wabler atfected by them), they were evor remdy to adventure their
fivos in the Iray, aud indeed they had thear full share of the fights
and foravs of the Border strife of oll.  Few of the older Luirds
are known Ao have bad any other deadhibed than the battlefield,
and their fivst funerend shroud was gevnerally the banner under
whieh they led their rotainers b the Rehil, aod which has come
down to their deseendants etained with their blood,

The fumily of Thome is supposed fo bove sprung from the old
Haxon Earls of Dunbar aned Northumbria.  One of the Farls of
Drnbar had o son o whom for some deed of prowess he mve the
lands of Home in Berwickahire, and le with his deseendunts were
Tnown us © De Home,™ and adopied the smoame. Mome Castle
iz one of the most conspieuous of che fortalices in the Merse.
This nnewent stronghaold, cveeted o un cwinence which overlooks
all the surrounding countey, kept its eve, as it were, not only over
the neighlonring lunds bol also oo the sen-coast and acroes
the Tweed into England for a long distance, and seemed o indi-
wate thal 3L was senlined for inderesls G wider thasn ils own, Here
for long was {he residence of the main line of the Homo family,
whish carly rose Lo cnuinenes t e politiea] e of Beolland, Tedng
enobled as Laorda, and afterwards Earls, of Home ; and it iz still
represeated o the male Hne by the peesent Tl of TTome,

The Homes of Wedderburn are the oldest eadets of the tamily
of Tome.,  They away also Tesaid o e themost prolifie, more so
even than the pavent stom, both in offshoots and hoponrs,
Thownul the Linirds of Wedderburn themeelves never attained
higher than knightly rank, set smong their descendants are to be
enumersted the Hunes of Polwarily, enoliled first as Lords 'ol-
warth in LGY0 and as Farls of Marehmont in 1697 ;3 the Homes of
Mandarston also, of whom a younger som, Georee Home of Spot,
soteetiine Treasurer of Seotlnnd, was enobled az Lond of Berwiek,
andd ntterwards as Earl of Dunbar; while of his two danghters
and hearesses, the elder, Anne, wog mother of the thivd Tarl of
Home, and the wvounger, Klizabeih, was wife of Theophilus
Howard, Loed Walden, afterwards sceond Tarl of Soffolk. Frowm
Wedderburn also deseonded the Homes of Blackadder, baronets
of Nova Beolle, rom whom Hir Thavid Tlome, Tond Crosarig is
derived ;o also 5ir John Home of Henton, Lovd Justice Clerk in
the reign of King Charles the Second ; the THomes of Castle Hume
i lreland, and obher families and personages of distinetion and
note.

'The History of the Honse of Wedderbnrn written in Ladin in
1511 by a son of the fumily, as he calls himself, David Hume of
Godseroft, the Lrother of Siv George Home of Wedderburn, Comp.
troller 1o King James (he Sixth, traces the fortunes of the family
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to the date mentionad. David Mume is belter known by his
monumental History of the House of Douglos and Angos, with
which powerful family the Homes of Weddarburn were eonneeted,
hoth through Alison Douglas, the grandmother of Dhvid Tame,
who was n sister of the Earl of Angus, and through earlier inter-
matrimonial relationghips, and sexvica.  TTis history of his own
fomily was printed, as it was written, in Ladin, for the Abboteford
Club in 1839, the munuseript in the possession of the fnmily Leing
lomt for that purpose.  There are several truuslations of il known
o exist in nuannseript, bt no Eaglish edition of this work has
yob been given to the world.

The first of the omes of Weldecburn was David de Tl who
in 1413 obtained the lands of Wedderburn from Arehibald, fourth
Earl of Douglag.  They formed purt of the estates of the Farl of
Muarch which on that Farl's [orfeiture had been eonferred om
Douglas, fo whom David do TTnm had proved himself o fadthiul
ard devoted follower,  The lands of Wedderburn were given te
him in vecoguition of thiz, and so were also the lands of Dayards-
lands or Tiwrdslands (gee Kos, 1 amd 2).  When George Dunbar,
Harl of March, was restored, he seomns vory willimgly Lo have
neguniesced inognd eondivmed (hese prapte (No. 4. David de
Hum was yveunger broihor of Alexnealor TTomwe of thest 1k, and
the mutoal attachment betwesn themn and the Earl of Douglas is
illnstrated by a story rolated by Godsevott, Tn 1424 when Dowglas,
who had been ereated Duke of Tourpine in Franee, was abont to
sail for Franee with his retainers, onong whom wis Bavid Home
of Wedderburn, Alesander ITome eame lo ses him away.
Donglas could not restrain his sorvow at parting and, cubracing
IMome, suid he had pol thought What woyvihing would bavo parted
them. “Well, ther,” said Home, reciproeating the like emotion,
“nothing ever shall,”" ITethen soul baek big brother Dovil, lest in
the event of w reverse both shoulil fall, and no competent person
b left to lock alier the aifnles of Lheir families; and hinself
aceompanied Donglos to Franee, where at tho battle of Verneuil both
Douglos and he were slain. - There does not appear to be nny divect
statement in eharber evideneethat Alesander TTome of that 1k and
David Home of Wedderburn were bLrothers, but there seemes no
reagon to doubt the fact, especinlly ns in aerown charter by King
James the Second in 1152 of the lands and barony of Home,
in form of endadl, David Tome of Wedderburn is called to the sue-
cession immodintely aller the main line.  'The charter is grnnted
to Alexander Tome, son aind heir appurent of Sir Alexander Home
of that Tlk, with remamder to George, Patrick and Nieolis, the
othar sons of Hir Alexunder, failing them to Thomas and George,
brothers german of the sald Sir Alexander, and their heirs male
suceessively, fuiling them to David Home of Wedderburn and his
heirs male, and finally to Patrick llome of Rethburn and his
heira. Sir David Home of Woedderburn is said to have tended
earefully the interests of his hvother who took his ploee in the
French expedilion ; Iut he had a dispate with his sen about the
bailiary of Coldingham (No. #). This office, however, the Laird of
Wedderburn retatned, with evident appreciagion of his services
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therein (No. 7). He mavried Aliee . . . . , and had two
sons, (1) David, who predecensed his father before 1450, but,
having marvied Elisaboth Carmichael, who survived until 1495,
had by her twa soms George and Patriel ; (23 Alexander, who by
a erown charier, dated 16th May, 1460, is called Lo the suceession of
Wedderlurn in the event of the failure of his brother’s two sons.

George Home, the elder son of David Home the younger,
suceeeded his grandfather, ns second Laird of Wedderburn, His
brother Pulrick hecane progeuitor of theITumes of Polwarth. They
warried sisters, George choosing Mariota, and Patrick, Margaret,
tho two daughlers of Jolul Sinelair of Herdmanston by Catherine
Home, sister of Alezander, Lord Home, who were also helresses
af their grandfather, John Sinclaiv of Herdmanston, in the lands
of Polwarth and Kimmerghame. Tt is related that the unele of
the maidens, ng heir male of the family and guardian to them,
wishing to prevent these lunds from being carvied out of the
tamily by their marriage, envried the maidens off from Polwarth
to ks eastle of ITerdmanston on the other side of the Lammermuir
Hills. The young ladies, however, sueceeded in conveying tidings
of thew wherenbouls to their lovers, whe lost no time in sammon-
ing theiv retainers ond riding across the hills to their rescue.
Tovesting the eastle of Herdmanston they demanded their lady
lovos, who after some patley ou lhe part of their unele, were
surrenderod, and with no vnwillingness on their paré were carried
back to Polwarth, where the brothors murried them, and divided
their lands between them.  This Laivd of Wedderburn was killed
in an encounter with the Fuglish i 1497, He lud Lwo sons,
David, his suecessor, and Mr, John Home.

David, aflerwards Biv Dnvid Home of Wedderburn, married
Teabiolln Hoppringle, and had, it is soid, cight sons, of whom seven
were old euough to accompany him to the ill-fated field of
Floddon, in 1513, where he and his eldest son, George, were slain,
Sir Waller Seott in his “ Lay of the Lnst Minstrel " ealls them the
Seven Bpears of Wedderburn,  Part of the old banner which is
said to haye waved over the Wedderburn contingent of the Seot-
fish nymyv on this oceasion was diseovered in a tattered and
frapmeniary nnd blgodstained eondition in an old slrong chest at
Wedderburn Castle in 1822, It i3 said to have heen wrapped
round the Lodies of the Lairds of Wedderburn, elder and younger,
when their surviving retainers bore them home from the fichd of
battle for burial ; and not baprobubly, as tradition goes, it was
gimilarly employed when the like catastrophe again overtook the
hougze of Wedderbarn at the Drove of Dunbar on 8rd September,
1650, when again father and son, s this case an only son, and
eurioualy bearing the same names of Bir David and George fell
on the battlefield. Tt is matter of sntisfuetion that the present
Laird of Wedderburn has taken steps lo preserve what remains
of the old banner by having it stretched out upon fresh silk and
framed and placed among other trophies ané emblems of the
military life of the family upon the walls of one of their aneestral
homes.  Of the other sons of this Sir David, the second, David,
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suceesded as Laird of Wedderburn; the third, Alexander, founded
the house of Home of Manderston, and was father of George,
Earl of Dunbar ; the fourth and fifth, John and Robert, married
the two daughters and hairesses of Blackadder of that Tk {(whose
mother their brother David married, sep No. 580, divided the
“lands between them and founded the honse of Home of Bluck- .
adder ; the sixth, Pabrick, was progenitor of the Homes of
Broomhouse ; the seventh, Andrew, became a churchman : and
the eighth, Bartholomew, 18 said lo have been ancestor of the
Homes of Bimprin.

Pavid Home of Wedderburn, the seeond esom, who succecded,
had, if a short, 0 somewhal stireing earcer. Besides [requent
enconnters with the Unglish and feuds with neighbours, he was
involved with Archibald, sixth Farl of Angus, in his eiforls to
refain possession of the young King James the Fitth,  He had
married this Earl's sister, Alison Douglas,' the widow of Teberd
Blackadder, younger of that Ik, who had been slain at Flodden.
On Angns being worsted and forced fo lake refuge in England
mmeh trouble ensued to the Homes, and preat turmeil in the
Merse. Lord IMome was decoyed to Fdinlorgh pnd executed for
treason, and his younger brother, William, prior of Coldingham,
was assnssinated by the Meplurns, Tn revenge Wedderburn slew
s la Bastis, the Frenchman whom the Herent Albany had in-
plallod ab TTome Costle as governor of the district and warden of
the Eastern Marches, and placed his heud on the fop ol the casile.
TTe also slew Tobert Blackadder, the new prior of Coldingham.
For these deeds and olbers he wos ndieled [or Lesagon and o
feited. He, however, managed to makd his peace with Albany;
and [rom him in 1517 he obbaaned v grond of df of Lhe londs of
Manderston, which had belonged io his chigf, Lord Home. These
he probably guve to his brother Alexander. ITe aseisted the
Tiegent, it is said, at the siepe of Wark, and @o sienally distin-
guished himself in this affair that King Jamces the Tifth
presented him with a gold chain Irom off his own person, and
ﬁr:nli.{-:ﬂ hitn permission to carry as his family erest o unicorn’s

ead gorged with an imperial evown, as paet of the roval armorial
bearings, with the word Bwusvoen as nometto. Tt mugt here be
observed, however, thal the oldesl preserved seal of the Wedder-
burn fumily, which appears abt a document of 1444 (sec No. 8
bears what appears to be o unieorn's kead as a crest, 'his Laird
of Wedderburn was killed in ap encounter with the Engligh in
1524, He lefi three gons and three daughters.

Goorge, the eldest son, being but nine years of age when his
father Eiad, Mexander Home of Manderston, his uncle, acted as
Tutor of Wedderbwn for a time. When he became of age this
Taird of Weadderburn is said to have been warded in Blackness
Castle for some vears for the purpose solelv of secuving the pence
of the Merse, and while there that he had one or more children

L By their connection with the Douglased the Homes of Wedderborn elaim touch
with the Royal fumily of Seotland, [t r:::?' wleo be incidenknlly soted thet the present
Lady of Wedierburn traces her Hnesge from King Bdwerd The Firet of BEugland.
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by the danghter of the Captain of the eastle. At all events there
are two of Lis natural sons, Duvid and George, legitimated on
29nd April, 1543 (Meatsteni Magni Sigitliy.  He married Joan
Hephurn, of the family of Waughton, aud by her had a son John,
who predecensed him, and two dangliters who also died young.
George Homa of Wedderburn was slain at the battle of Pinkie in
1547.

David Tlowe, next brother of George, suceceded as Laird of
Wedderborm, but having been taken by the Fnglish at the sur-
render of Dulkeith, had 1o endure lwo vears' caphivity in
Tngland. In the troublous times of Queen Mary's roign he gave
his allegianes ub first io her and supported Bothwell : but after
her abdieation he lovally adhered to the administration in support
of the yonng King Junes the Sisth,  Tle wmarried, first, Mariota
Johnstone, doughier of the Laird of Elphinstone, by whom he
had fowr sons and fonr deughters, and she dyving in 1564, he
married, sceondly, Margaret Ker, doughter of the Laird of Lin-
ton, and widow of Pringle of Whitcbank. Hiz sons were
i1) (George, hiv suceessor ; {2) Mr. Dovid Hume of Godseroft, the
historian of the family and of the Houses of Douglas and Angus,
wha was also distingnished m other branches of literature. He
married DLarbara Johnstone, aleo of the Flphingtone family,
wiulow of Mr. JTohu IIndldanc of Glenengles, by whom he had
severnt children. A npmber of papers partienlarly relating to
him are eolleeted i a0 seelion of this Teport (Nos, 173-142).
(3) Mr. James Home, who was parson of Hilion, and 4) Mr.
Jolm ILome, who also wpphicd bimselt to literature, bat died
young from the effects of oversiudy. (M the daughlers, the eldest
Isobel, warvied Mr. John Haldane of Glenenplos ; the second,
Margaret, marvied David Elowee of the Law ; the (hird, Julian,
warried Hir Jobwn Ker of the Hirsel ; and the fourth, Janet,
murricd Willinm Cocklurn of Lauglon,  Besides these children
this Latrd of Wedderhurn had o natoral sen, Patrick, He died
i 1574 in his bed, and iz repuded to have been the first Laind of
Wedderburn who had that privilege.

. George, afterwards Sir George Home of Wedderburn, who sue-
ceaded, wis horn wh Elphinstone, and il is said was so weak and
sickly w child that hahad to Le wrapped in black wool.  After his
childhood, owever, he grew so rupldly that when he was twelve
venrs of age he was shown to the Queen Dowager as 8 prodigy.
At gixteen years of age he eeased to grow, huving attained his full
slature nnd then his beard grew just as 1f he Liad attained to man-
hood.,  He was us phenomennlly distinet in his enreer.  He was
mueh wd Lonrt, where sometimes he was in luvour and sometimes
not.  For a dime he was Warden of the Fastern Marches, and
|l'_l_f81" hie was Colleetor, and Comptroller of the Hougehold to both
King Jumes and his Queen.  Povtions of his aceount books in
this bast 1nentioned office are still preserved, and are chiefly valn-
alile for the glimpses they vield of the movements of the King
wid Queen from day to day.  They tell of visits made from time
to time by the King to Tumivies, Stiding, Falkland, Dundee,



