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PREFACE.

Tae writer ouly contemplated, st first, the
four volumes which are now given to the public;
and when the enlargement of the plan was sog-
geated, he sought some principle which might
preserve general unity in the midst of variety.
This object, he believes, may be secured by stead-
fustly keeping in view the different pheses of social
development furnished by the different histories ;
and by considering these in connexion with the
‘Plninlj-revell&d will of God concerning the sub-
jects of his moral and providential government,
as existing in smaller or larger societies.

The Christien will elweys be careful fo see
God in History as well g8 1o Nature.  And be-
tween each there is m remarksble analogy. In
neither can man rscend to the immediate opera-
tion of God, When divine power becomes,
s 1t were, visible, it appears in conjunction
with second causes and subordinete agencies.
We see not the immediate application of the
power : we ooly see it when it manifests itself
in conjunction with the previously-established
laws of wisdom, It ie 50 in the history of man.
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4 PREFACE.

He receives certain practicel principles. By these,
rednced to action, 18 his character formed : and
the divine wisdom is manifested by directing or
overruling all these to the fulfilment of its high
and holy purposes. Higher up is the resistless
dominion of Divine Justice and Love. Man is
free, yet is the will of God done. The history
of society demonstrates the reign of Frovidence,
and the rules of ite procedure. Nociety is never
wretched but by contraventione of the divine
lew ;: and when theee are maintsined, it never
prospers.

In the present volume it is to Spein that atten-
tion will chiefly be directed. (Hher subjects may
be conmidered hereafier. In the mean time, the
Christian may triumphbantly oheerve, that the
state of the world demonstrates, beyond success-
ful contradiction, that in Christianity alone exists
the eufficient remedy egainst all social evils;
and thet they whe seek reformation on any other
principles, and according to any other method,
not only laboor in wain, bat eggravate the mis-
chiefs they profess to be desirous of curing, and
remove to a greater distance the good which they
say they wish te eecure.

London, Fefiruary 12, 1850,



GRANADA.

Ir is proposed to give a brief history of the
final expulsion of the Moors from Spain, towards
the close of the fifteenth century, in consequence
of which event, Spain, already in its leading pro-
vinces of Castile and Arragon united under the
joint sovereignty of Ferdinand and Isabella, wea
prepared to become one eotire kingdom, under
their immediste snccessors. In order to this, it
will be necessary te furnish sn intreductory
sketch of that invasion which destroyed the
Gothic, and established the Mobammedan, domi-
nion in Spain; and of those continued contests
between the Christians and the followers of the
Arabian impostor, which were carried through
s0 many centuries, during which there wes &
reguler, though slow, enlargement of Christien
territory, resulting, in the course of the fifteenth
eentury, in the limitation ot Moorish rule to the
rich, but small, province of Granada, st the
southern extremity of the Peninsula. For review-
ing the true character of Mohammedan civilization,
and sacertaining the real pature of it eocial influ-
ence, another epportunity will, perbaps, be found,
when it may be considercd in closer connexion
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6 GRANADA,

with the principles of the system established by
ita Arabian anthor, Fer the present it will be
sufficient to say, that in Bpain, where the system
of chivalry shone out in, perhaps, ite follest
splendour, its influence modified, to a large ex-
tent, the Mohemmedan character, and called
into existence o Moorish knighthoed, in courage,
prowess, and courteay, not inferior to that of
8pain itself, The history, bowever, will enable
us to expluin the social cheracter of the Spa-
niards, and to point out those elements, the ad-
mission of which occasioned its deterioration,
and produced, ultimately, that degraded condi-
tion in which they have so long existed, and
from which they seem to possess no power to
deliver themselves. No portion of modern his-

teaches lessons more valuably instructive,
than those which are afforded by the considera-
tion of the state of Bpanish society, at the period
when Bpanish greatnese appeared to have reached
its loftiest elevation, and, at the same time, to
have secured a wide and stable basis for its sup-
port. No history ia more adnionitory than that
of SBpain : few histories are eqoally s0. Full as
it is of romantic incident, ealeulated to sustain
the deepest interest, vet even thie iz surpaased
by the invaluable instruction which it may be
the medns of furnishing. [t is one of those his-
torice which, like many of the fables composed
by the ancients for the illustration of the princ-
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ples of practical wisdom, ought always to be fol-
lowed by the distinet statement of the moral
which the entire narrative cannot fail to snggest.

T—HISTORICAL TNTRODUCTION.
SECTION I,—THE ¥ISIGOTHB 1IN BPAIN,

0w the fall of the Roman empire in the West,
in consequence of the invasion of the various
Germanic and Beandinavian tribes, not only had
Ganl been overrun by their armies, but the Py-
renees had been passed, and their power estab-
lished in Bpain. Varions contests took
there, At firat the Suevi were the moet success-
ful, and penetrated to the western portions of
the Peninsula, although the Roman forces con-
tinued to hold many of their posseseions in the
eastern. Both the one and the other, however,
were at length overcome by the Visigoths, under
their King, Theodorie, whose successor, Euric, is
commonly regarded as the founder of the Gothic
monsrchy in Spain. He sacended the throme
A.D. 466, -The pettiement of the Goths had by
no meane subdued their warlike propensities,
They bad, indeed, no more land to conguer ; bat
there still remained n few towns in the posses-
sion of thelr predecessors, the Suevi, and the
older Roman inhabitants. Along the southern
coasts, also, from Gibraltar esstward to Valencia,
the Imperialists from Constantinople had 4 nom-




