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CHURCH HISTORY.

SYNOPSIS.

INTRODUCTION TO CHURCH HISTORY.

I. Bubject of Chureh History.

Inquire, first, What is the Idea of History ? secondly, What is the Idea
of the Chureh? as each term is used in the phrase % Church History.”

& 1. History.— Uses of the word © History.” Analysis of the Idea:
Evenis oceur in space and time; in & series; are to be studied in their
causes ; [Aristotle’s classification of causes; applieation of this division ;
mainuse of it; “bare” fact, * exact™ fact, often not — the historical fact ;]
in their development ; [development — evolution ; maore than growth from
a germ ; general acceptance of the coneeption ; its fruitfuloess, its nature,
and some of its characteristics — & formal ides, denctes & process, not tha
subjeet, moving forees, nor specific end of the process; importauce of re-
taining the pmmnple that events are to be studied in their causes; crit-
icism of Dr. Shedd's definition ; specific type of evolution given in history ;
some of its marks —selection of ends, spiritual idesls, dependence and
moral obligation, law and fact of sacrifice]. Definition. Distinguish His-
tory from Chronicles; from Archaeology, from Biograpby. Different
methods of writing l:huery their key. Define Narrative History;
Dramatic; Pragmatic; Idealistic; Religious.

§ 2. Church.— Three terms to be comsidered : Sasdheia, dewhnoia,
church (b xupiaxdv). Why begin with the older? Characteristics in-
dicated in Exodus xix. 3-6?7 General characteristics given in the New
Testament. Inferences. Special Characteristics — The Principle, Goal,
Visibility, Condition in the world, Law of Growth, of the Church. Defi-
nition of the Subject of Church History. Definition of Church History.

§ 8. Relation of Church History to other branches of Theology.

II. Sources of Ckurch History.
Definition of ** Sources.” Classification. Three grounds of distinetion.
Claases thus obtained. Best method.
IIL. Methods of Divislon and Arrangement of the Materials of

Charch History.

§1. Three grounds of division. Three meihods. Relative value of
each. Method of Eusebiua, Of the Mediaeval Historians. Of Baronius.
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Of Flacius, OFf Mosheim. Of Schrickh. Of Neander and Gleseler.
Of later Historians, — Schaff, Kurz, Maller, Miller.

§ 2. Chronological Divisisns— Nomenclalure, A, Epoche.  What con-
stitutes an Epoch. The Eras of Church History. Corresponding Epoche.
Reasons for adopting A.D. 760 a5 an Epochal year. Speeial treatment
refuired by Western Christianity. Cbaracterize the three Eras in re-
spect to Geographical Sphere, Nationalities, the State, Polity, Doctrine,
Ethics, Results. B. Periods. — Define the Periods into which the His-
tory divides,

§ 8. Rubrical Divisions.— Method of Neander. Of Dr. Schaff. Ilow
do we obtain the true grounds of Rubrical Division ? Central Frin-
ciple in Churh History. Three Special Cenires. Arrangement of the
Materials : Threa FParts; Three Rubrics for each Part. Apply these
Hubrics to the Preparative Part; to the Constitutive Iart; to Church
Iistory proper.

I¥. Yalue of Chorch History te the Theologion and Preacher.

Methed of Stady.

A HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE;

THE APPREHENSION OF THE CHRISTIAN
FAITH A8 TRUTH.

INTRODUCTION,

§ 1. Definition.~Bubject — Common meaning of ihe phrase * Christian
Doctrine.” New Tesiament uea of the word Sdypa [Luke ii. 13 Eph. ii.
15; Aets xv. 25, 28; xvl 4]; Patristic; Medineval ; Semler's [Sdypa=
8ofa]; Hegelian; Harnaek's. Objective basis. [efnyyéhov, mjpryun
droerolxdr].  Subjective basis. Authorily. Form — Relation of Sdypa
to wjpvypa. Sphere— Where and how wrought out. Relation to the
Church. Tests. Tllustrate from Aets xv. 22-29,

§ 2. Meihod.— Sketch of its history [Lange, Minscher, (Murdock),
Augusti, Baumgarten Cruosius, Kliefoth, Engelbardt, Meier, Hagenbach,
Sirauss, Baur, Beck, Gieseler, Neander, Niedner, Schmid, Schiwane,
Shedd, Nitzsch, Thomasius, Sheldon, Harnack, Loofk]. Its Principle,
Distribution of Materials. Chronological divisions.
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THE ANCIENT ERA.

THE ANCIENT CHURCH: FROM CLEMENT OF ROME
TO JOHN OF DAMASCUS. A.D. 100-T50.

DIVISION 1.

THE APPREHEXSION OF CHRISTIANITY A5 TRUTH AS
SHOWN IN THE CREED OF THE CHURCH AND IN ITS
MAINTENANCE.

BOOK L
‘THE CREED IK THE SECOND CENTURY. TO ¢ A.D. 220.

CHAPTER I.—The Symbaols.

§ 1. Meaning of the phrase & ovpSorev. Similar uee of the plirase
“ The Creed.” Origin of the early Baptismal Confessions.— Custom sug-
gested by 1 Tim. vi. 12 Acts viil. 37. What implied in Acts ii. 38-41;
x. 48 ; xviil. 8; wviil, 24-xix. 7; Matt. xxviii. 16-20 ; Didaché vii. 1-8¥
Form of the Confessions— On Jewish soil. Earliest Expansion. Later
Symbols—as in the De Sacromentis, and c. 4,0, 748 (Boniface} in Old
Low German. What indicated as to very early expansion in the writings
of Tgnatius and Irensens? Contents and probable date of the Old Roman
Creed. Relation to the other Western Symbols. The Eastern Symbols—
Their variety, archetype, special characteristios (Harnack). Design and
use of the Symbols — personal confession, relation to the mjpvypa, spon-
taneoueness, Why expanded ?  Different methods in the East and West.

CHAPTER 11,— Conflicting Apprebensions of Christianity.
I. Judaic Christianity.

§ 2. Imtroductory. Jewish Christianity to ¢, 4. D, 186.—Three Minor
Periods. Three Phasce in the first of these Periods,  Buccess of Jewish
I'roselytiem. Two Clagses of Gentile adherents to Judaism. Series of
facts by which the relation of pagan comverts to the true Jsrael was
brought before the Jewish Christian Church [Acts ii., viii., xi. 20, xiii,
ziv. 23], Question before the Couneil at Jerusalem [Acts xv.}. Signifi-
cance of the ery for ¢ircumeision. Varlety of motives combining to this
demand— yrevBabehspol, conditional necessity, prudential and miesionary
reasons. Position of the majority [Acts xi. 18, xv. 13, 14 (Aads)sgq.,
xxi. 20 (e. A.D. 58)]. Position of Paul [Acts xxi. 17-26, Gal. 1. 9, Rom.
xi,, Gal. iii. 28] Jn what eense did Pavliviem prevail? Epp. of the
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Imprisonment. Speclal questions:—Did the decisions of the Council
(Acts xv.) pat Geatile Christians on the footing of Proselytes of the Gate ?
Did it require social unfon ? How far applicable? Probable explanation
of the long tenure of Jewish obeervances in the Church of Jerusalem.
Characteristics of the Second Minor Period. Influence of the destruetion
of Jerusalem. Neander's opinion. In what particular questionable, Out-
line of the history during the Third Minor Period.

§ 8. Ebignism. — Patristic notices. From whose time regarded as be-
rotical ! Gieseler’s division. Three classes of Ebionites now discrimi-
nated. Epiphsaniug's Nalwpaion Jerome's Nazaraei (Heblonjtae, Hebi-
onitarum rocii). Can this party be historically traced to the primitive
church et Jerusalem (Pella)? Insufficiency of the evidence to prove
the continuous existence of a Marzarene sect. Probable way in which
this party became separated from the Catholie Church and identified with
the Ebionites. Aiadfras riv o8 marpuspyiv. Characterisiics of the
Ebionites ('Efiwpaios). By whom first mentioned. Origin of the name
(11%3%). Relation to Jewish Christianity. When did this party become
asect? Locality, numbers, and influence. 1'bilosophising Ebionism —
Other names. Which preferred. Sources of information respecting it.
Probable allusion to it in Col. ii. 8-28. Combination of theasophy, Jew-
ish ordinances and asceticism, all with a practical aim. Further traces in
the tenets and practices of the Elkesaites. Probable origin of the name
(g3 Y1), Oriental, Essene, and Christian elements in the book El-
keeai, Refection of sacrifices and parts of the Old Testament. Obliga-
tion of gircumeision and the law. Their Christology. Compared with that
of the vulger Ebionites. The Clementines. Aim and method of this
species of Ebionism. Resemblance to those of Neo-Platonism. Resalt.
Estimate of the influence of Ebionism. Its duration. .

IL @inosticism.

§ 4. Origin and General Charaeteristics.—Conquests of Alexander [B.C.
$36-323]. Fusion of opinions. Inquiry awakened. Participation. Aim
of pre-Christinn Gunosticism. Two-fold influence of Christianity upon it
Aim of Christian Guoosticism. Its Theosophic charncter. Its conception
and treatment of the gospel. Questions with which it dealt. In what
respect justifiable ? Its three-fold mistake — as to the essence of Christi-
anity and the relation of knowledge to faith; its treaiment of the his-
torieal facts of Christisnlty; the control of its Christlan materials by
forelgn conceptions. Jts eclecticism. Its Dualism. Its Method.

§ 6. Particular Teners of Grnosticism.—(Statement by Nitzsch). Ite
doctrine of the Divioe Nature; its duslism (¥x); erigin of the sensible
world ; separation of & Former from the true God; personified Powers
or Aeone— their office ; man and his sin — three principles, three classes,
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basin of each, attainment of each; Redemption —-iis nature; the Redeemer;
the historic Christ— doeetic treatment of his humanity; treatment of
Seriptare. [Note on its historical course. Principle of classifieation
adopted by Neander; by Baur. Cnticism. Hilgenfeld's attempt to trace
s development through three siadia — Semitie, Hellenic, Catholicising].
Perlod of conflict with Gnosticism. Character of the contest.

1iL.  Reactionary or Refirmatory Movemenis.

§ 6, Montanism.—A. Its external bistory, — Montanus; dale and lo-
cality of his appearance; his elaim ; reception ; followers [Priecills, Maxi-
milla]; immediate and secondary results. Judgment passcd wpon Mon-
tanism by the Churches of Asia Minor. In the extant Christian liters-
ture of the Becond Century. By Keander. Eeparation from the Church.
Duration. Tertullian’s connection with Montanism. Personal character-
istics favorable to its aceeplance. Hia prineipal Montanistic weitings
[De Coroma Militis, De Firginibus Velandis, De Fuga in Persecwtione,
De Monogamia, De Jejuniis, De Pudicitia]. Chicf tenets and characteristic
of Montanism as exhibited in Tertullian’s writings —Its doctrine of Froph-
ecy. How were its revelations 1eceived snd delivercd ? [Montanus's
figure of & lyre; Tertullians phrascology, emeniia, exeidat remon]  Rela-
tion to the pagsn divination {pwvieg) and to Fhilo's theory of Hebrew
prophecy [Gre piv yip das drhdpfe o falor, deras vd defpamivor, dre
& ledvo Be, rour’ dvioxe wal dvariMe. .. . Ad rotro 9 Bow rob
Aoyrpot kal v wepl afrr ondros, éxoracw xai Beogdpyror paviay
dpivvyoe].  Position of carly opponents of Montaniem [wapi ré wara
wapaborv xai xard Sudoydp dubfey ris derhyolos os fnfey Tpodmred-
ovra—AM Sy yadompodirys & mapexordo . . . warocTpider &
als dravetoy paviay guyys. . . . Toirow 88 7dv rpdmov, olfre Tod Téw kard
Ty rakmdy olre TGV Kard Ty kawsy Treuparogopylidra mpoddryy
Sebbas Burjaovrar, olre “AyaBor, ofre Totday, obre Zikay, ofre ris Dukin-
wow Mm ... otTE ng arkows 'upail- atrrois vaﬁmg K=
rjrovrar, — Selv yip hvat 76 mpodyrikdy ydpiopa Iy mieq T dxxhyoip
jufxpi i Tehdias wapovelas, & dwéorodos dfwl- AN ofx &v Iyower
Betfar, rerwapeonudicaror By woi Tobre ires dmd i Mafuddags
reherys].  Later writers [Clem. Alex., Origen). Continuance of the
new Frophecy as & characteristic of the (epiritual) chereh [Et ideo
ecclesin quidem delieta donabit; sed ecclesia rpiritus per spiritalom
bominem, non ecclesis numerus episcoporom]. Desipn of the new rev-
elations. Doctrine of the church. Of the millenial kingdom. Of the
requirements of Christlan life. C. General conceptions which * undérlie
Montanism. — Belation of the supernatural or spiritual in Christianity
to the natural; Conditions of religious progress; Nature of Christian



