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PREFACE.

As originally published, the following Nofes on Chinese Materia
Medica are scattered through the pages of two volumes of the
¢ Pharmaceutical Jowrngl,' and therefore not conveniently acces-
sible for reference, In the present pamphlet they are collected,
paged continuously, and supplied with a title-page and index,
D. H.

Flowgh Conrt, Lombard Siveet,
February, 1869,






[ From the PRARMACEOTIOMN. JoUrMAL for JOLY and Avoter, 1860.]

NOTES ON CHINESE MATERIA MEDICA.

BY DANIRL HANBURY, P.L.B

To draw up & general description of Chiness Matoria Medica is a task thatin
the present state of our knowledga of the natural history of China, it were
almost vain to attempt. Opportunities for seientifie investigations in that vast
country have as yet bean far too limited, its zoology, botany, and mineralogy
too little explored to enable any ona to describe than in & very Imperfect
manner éven & small oember of the varied products derived from the animal,
vegetahle, and mineral kin , which come under the general denomina-
tion of dragr. But alth sonrces of information srs scanty, they are not
entirely wanting ; and I have, mm&mﬂé been led %o think that under the
simple title of itmithbebn useful and i.utare-ﬁngboﬁl:oeupmﬂw
B:gnu of s sdanﬂﬂc{a such remarks upon Chinese Materia Medica as have

muggested by the examination of a considerable number of epecimens which
I have received through the kindness of friends in Chioa. m therefore,
which I ose to do in the following pages is to give a short descriptive
catalo ratly, of some of the mineral substances e in Chinesa
me which I have had the opportunity of examining, sod of most of
which 1 posaess s ens; and, secondly, of & small number of nimal
snd vegetable products, which may, from their origin, uses, or affinities,
ba of interest to the pharmacologist. The imperfaotness of the information I
bave collected will, I trost, induce further researches on the part of those who
being residents in China have opy ties which I cannot command, but with
whoee labours I shall always ba glad to co-operate. :

Before commencing the task proposed, it is desirable briefly to review some
sources of information upon Chinese Materia Medica, to which frequent reference
will have to be made.

Of & considerable number of native works, the most important and well-known
is, undouldedly, the ‘ﬁ:uﬂ herbal entitled Pus-teaok-Eang-miil,® written by Le-
she-chin, in the middle of the sixteenth centory. It was commenced in the
reign and by command of the Emperor Kea-tsing, and completed by the son of

-unmcmm-iuumun Enropsans ifl varionh mannem, ai, Pes thiao
kang mo, Pon teao eang mov, &0, » wke
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the anthor in the reign of Wan-leih, to whom it was presented in the year 1586,
For soma centaries previous to this period, works of the same character had
Kmda& intervals, some of them published by authority of the ent,
others by private individeals. Of a few of these works, Do Halde has pre-
served slight notices, to which I would refer the render who iz desirous of fur-
ther information.® According to this author, the Pun.teacu of Le-she-chin was
written with the design of obviating the difficulties and confusion arising from &
multitude of authorities, by supplying in one work = compendinm of all that was
more valuable in ite predecossors, This design it probably fulfils, as it is held
in high estimation by the Chinese and ie frequently reprinted ; but, ueeplinfb;
revision and eolargement which it underweet in the fourteenth year of
Em Bhun-ebi, A.p. 1657, no attempt appeard to have been mads for the
mnmn of old, or the mequisition of new, information. The Pun-tsaou is
divided into 52 chapters, usually bound into about 40 thin octave volum
the first three of which contain woodcuts of many of the minerels, planta,
animals referred to in the taxt. Thaese woodcuts, four of which occur on & page,
amount in pumber to more than 1100 the name is above each, and some-
Et!:moa [ l}'l:::é:ll “hth'!:::: Iil;o g mm of tha %miplnﬁny
UTOpean agra has puklished, portions to illus-
trate particular subjects have frequently heen translsted. These extracts show
that among much that is interesting, there ia a large admixtore of the sbaard
and febulons; so that it is questionable whether the labour of translating so
voluminous & work in its inhﬂ-ou{d be repaid by the valoe of the infor-
mation moquired, Tt is moch desired, however, that a list of the wood-
outa sh ba drawn up and printed, together with the Latin names of such
minerals, plants, or acimals a8 can be identified . such & list would form a con-
venient key to the Pun-tasou, and although but & comparstively small number
of the names might at firat be determined, 8 basis would be laid for future

To give some ides of the subjects treated in the Prm-tmm:i and - the manner
in which they are arr have dvawn up the synoptical table of its con-
tenta printed on the op npuge,whi:'-hl':’ruﬁam Btanislas Julien of Paris has
favoured me by examining and correcting. ¢

With regard to Furopean works touching upon Chinese Materia Medica, the
first to be mentioned s one entitled Specimen Medicing Sinice, published in 4to,
st Fraokfort, in 1682. This work, which wus edited by Andrew Cleyer, 8
phyeician and botanist in the service of the Dutch Enst Indin Company, isa
uol{edﬁun of Latin treatises, some of them being translations from the Chinese.
A list of these treatises (nof, howaver, ing with the titles of the treatizea
themsolves) is placed on the tiﬂa-;&nlga. e axthor or translator of most, if not
of all, of thase works, was not Clayer, but Michasl Boym, s Polish Jesuit
missionary, who want to China and India in 1648. After 's deathin 1656,
his MBS. were sent to Europe, where those constituting the work in question
were published in 1652. Owing, bowever, to diangresments between the Duteh
East India Company and the Jesnit miufonuiu. the pame of Boym was sup
pressod, and the work appeared aa edited by Dr. Cleyer, first physician to

* Descriplion da I'Emgire da la Chens, Puria, 1706, Fil Towa ii., p. 441

4 1 may alsa hars acknow] ibo information 1 have derived from Do Halde {Op. cit. i,

AB7-0), aa well an from M. 5. Wells Williams, in the comprehensive secoant of the Pan-tssou

ﬂ:n bis Middls K wol. i, obep. wL I have also to thaok my friends Messrs, Lock-
and W. G. ,whnhlnih&dmhdbrmwpﬂmﬁiuﬂmqm

Jodge of the Chinosa
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BYNUPEIS OF THE CONTENTS OF THE CHINESE HERBAL
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% Introductory Obsarvaiions upon the practice of Medislus and Tudex of Recclpta
% } Lista of Modicines for tho sure of all Diseses.
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