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ADVERTISEMENT T THIS EDITION,

Turs volume is designed o be o Monwal that
wiay be pat inio the hands of these who are led
. iE-.’['LII't‘-c‘: inta the Lz mizatton of the Chrstlan
echarch. It iz nol intetdled o be emlroversial, or
of sach a character az to provoke reply; and 1t 13
hoped that it will not be eonstrued a3 an aftoek
on the Episeopal Cheveh, Tt fa submitled to the
publie bocawse 1t 13 believed that there 12 no book
on this enbject that is preeizely what iz needed,
1 regard toogize and chameter, to put into the
hands of those in the churches whe are interested
in this inquiry, There are meny persons who are
interested in the inguiry who have oot the time or
the meana o exnmine ih very extensively.  Most
of the works, also, which have been written on this
subject, nstead of confining the fovestigadion to

the Lible, are mainly ocenpied with an examination
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of the antiguities of the church, and the customs
and soutiments of the * Fathers.” The elaime of
Episeopacy, alsa, are often urged with great zeal,
aud pressed, sometimea v such o manner as to
ereate  embarmsgiment, oo thess who have been
trained in nop-episeopal clinrches; und there 1 no
conveniend “manual’ wecessible to which thev ean
at once be veferred as showing prectsely how this
matter stands in the New Testonend.

The srgument here presented @ wholly seripta-
yul.  The eharnelcristic of the volume iz, th:h it 1=
an appeal ta the Jitie, as the only Hntlmrl'r;.- i the
eise, and as a seficiend aulhority to settle the fues-
mon, It i8 presumed that s revelstion siven to
maukind, God has made 5t possible to szecrtau
what was the vriginel wrgenizslion of ke chorel,
aned that the evidenee Lhues fursizhed iz such that
it can be understood and approciated Dy the moes
of mankind., 1t =z sssamed o this arpument that
nothing but the testimony of the Bible oo the
subjeel can be binding an the eonscience, and that
the whole matter must be, and may safely be, left
there, It 18 not intended to be coneeded, however,
that the argument from history and from  the

¢ Fathers” would be in favour of Kpiseopaey, but
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that point i3 nob refercod o for, whatever may be
the teath in regard to that, it ean have no nuthor-
ity in determining what waa the constitution of the
chureh ag established by the Savieour,

The foundation of the sreament hore presented
waz embodied in two reviews ol the trct entitlod
“ Episcopaey Tealed by Seripture,’” by the light
Rev. Do Ho 1L Chaderdonk, Bizhop of the Diocese
of Peonsylvanis, Those meviews were first pub-
bished in the Quarterly Christan Spectator, of Now
Hayen, in 1884 and 15335, snd subscquently 1o a
small voluow, without material alteration.  They
were aiterwand wmostly rewrilien, aod were cast
into the form of » conscemtive argument; and
e this furm they were again pullished i this
gountry in 1%45, and were soon after republished
1n London.

The work has agein been revised for the pre-
sent edition, with the desizo, mainly, of removing
from it its controverzial aspect, and makine it, as
ita title imdicates, “ Ao Toquiry inty the Organi-
zation and Geoyernment of the Apostolic Chareh.”
It has been necessary, of course, to cxamine with
frecdom the arguments in favour of Fpiscopacy,

so far ss they are derived from the Scriptures;
L%
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and for this purpese, the referonce to the traet
of D, Chwderdonk 3=, in sowe plases, vetmined,
This hos been done the more freely beeanse
the tract has been published by the © Protestaot
Enpiscopal Tract Socicty™? and hecawee 16 would
be impossible to find, o the writingg: 10 defence of
Episcopsey, & more full, candid, and shle referenes
to the proof from Seriptuve texta relied on by
Kpizeopalians, than 15 to be found in this tract of
It Oederdonk,  An exsmination of the reasoms
there nssigned for lipszeopacy 13, therefure, an ex-
aminution of the reasons o which the Episcopal
areannent resés; and the tract has been referred to
in the edition of this work now published, 1n the
sama manner a3 olher Eplzeopel suthorities.

This worl has but one clsim to publie atten-
tion. It is that of being en cxamination of all
that can be fownd in the New Testament that
hears on the orsantzation of the ehurch.  Much
is gaingd in the inquiry into the organization and
covernment of the church, i the investisation can
b eonfined whelly do the Seriptures, There all

who are not Episcopalians are willing to leave the

# Prioted ot the Protestant Epizcopn] Tress, 1835,
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fﬂ-rLuir_?} and I_n:,' that :|.1L’r.hr_n'5'r.:,r alone the 'J;_III.'-:-EI_'-II_.ll
wust be ultimately determived. It 1z pendous for
Episeopacy to make its uppeal solely to the Bible,
and much 13 pained in the avoument when there is
a willingness Lo leave the question there,

This work, which w new again submitted to the
pubhie, containg nothang, ic 18 believed, which e:n
pain the feclines of any fiiend of Episeopaey, or
which ean be constrzed nte o want of respect for
the Episcopal Church.  For the favourable regards
of the publie, few men have more ccession for cra-
titude than L have; and oow, alter so maoy yeses
have passed awey slnec the arpmment was fivsi
penned, whatever maw e the value of my opinio,
early or mutured, on chiz sabjeet, I desire that this

work shoold go forth in this permanent form as

pxpressing my emvietiwn—the result of all my
study of the Bible—in regard to the organization
and government of the apastolic chureh,

Arnent Bannee,
Priraperems, Awg. 21, 180635,



