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INTESTINES AND PERITONEUM.

ENTERALGIA.

By Joux Rweoarn Wagneer, M.D., F.RCP,

Derrrrron,—FEnteralgia is a paiuful affection of the intestines, of
neuralgic eharacter, generally accompaniad with constipation and Hatus,
Tt mnay come on gradually in 4 doll and ebtuse manner, but in the great
majority of instances its supervention is sudden, and the pain is sharp and
violent. It is, correctly speaking, visceral neuralgia, and mestly ceeurs
in menrotie individuals, '.'l‘he common feeompaniments of inflammation
ars absent.  The skin is cool, the pulze is not sccelerated, and the heart’s
impelse is rather subdued than augmented, Tts attacks are paroxysmal,
It shifts its position in the abdomen, Tt is often & pain reflected by distal
disease, but if continuous it may end in inflammation.

BrsoNyas.—En temigia, Tormina, Dolor, Coheus, C{ﬂi(‘.[ﬁ]}'uiax SImamua
Intestinorum (variows awthors), lleus {Swuvages), Spasmus Ventriculi
( Wiessnicr), Some writers have confounded it with Gastrodynis, or Gas-
tralgin. In the vernacular the affection iz identical with Fain of the
Iniestines, Spasin of the Bowels and Delly-nche, Pain in the Belly, Gripes,
and Cholick, or Cholick Colie.

Cavses,—The couses of this complaing are to be regarded as those
which are Predisposing or Remote, and those which are Prozimate or K-
citing.

nder the head of the first-named may be mentioned the influence of
sex, and it iz beyond d'uapute that females are more prone tD‘t;'IIB affection
than males; their greater sensitiveness, and their susceptibility to moral
emotions, favor the development of nervons diseases; and the sympathy
of the uterus and its appendages, as familiarly known, in marked manner
reacts upon the cerebro-spinal and gangliome systems. The particular
temperament of the patient will confer a proneness to, or tend to give an
immunity from, this complaint; those who are nervous and melancholic
being more linble to it, and those who are leuco-phlegmatic or Iymphatie
being less susceptible. The condition of asthenis conduces to the pro-
duction of enteralgia, and a lowered vitalism is often associated with an
exaltation of sensibility. The weakness resulting from acute or chronic
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ilisense, by depressing the tone of the system in general, and the functional
power of the groat nervons centres in particnlar, constitutes a eommon
predisponent, and the marbid action of the nerves proper to some part or
parts is not an unusual eecurrence.  During the convalesconce of fever,
ulter visceral inflammation and large losses of blood these attacks are mels®
frogquently witnessed.  Fxeessive lzetntion, by subduing the general
strongth, often enters as an element inte the remote causation; and the
samoe may be said of menorrhagia, the loehia, hemorrhoids, lencorrhoes,
and like affections, Long-continned secretions and periodicel discharges,
hy deteriomting and diminishing the vital fluids, are followed by the
resalt in questton,  Amongst the proximate or exeiting canses is to be
mentionad the malaral influence, and in lrnpien.l gountrics and agll'l!.h
districts there is no doubt it often merits the wocusation, Atmospherie
humidity, low and demp situations, and a naturally cold and wet chimate,
form endemic conditions which foster the developroent of neuralgie ail-
mentss amd the trath of the sonverse s unguestionable that in ploees of
greater ul |.i.'.,l:]|:|E|, amid tnoa purer and drisr air Lht::_r are unot 5o I}r{:vﬂlnllt.
When hot and sunny days are followed by frosty nights, the body being
auddenly chilled, end thuz the blood being determined to the internal
organz, these ansmalous paing are elien produced. Wet clothes and wet
ot ;_r'lx'(! vise Lo Lhe same affection,  Meoneal l‘al:i;::;u:-gu:| as aller Iﬂ!lg‘-’l‘:ﬂlﬂ—
timend amd grreat intellectual efforts, has by some writers been enwmerated.
In thase persons whosze vocations ore sueh as 1o demand o continned strain
of thonght, or whose hopes and [ears are exelied by speculation, as in
ecommercial enterpreises, or thoss whose faonlties are stimuelated by some
carcer of ambition, in all of whom the nervous functions are brought into
greet cuergy of wetion, these neurotic ailments proveil, sometimes being
located in one organ or part, sometimes in anether. '
There are also pmxinmtﬂ LA, which ars ﬁL:'itﬂJ’ s}mukin }m.{.hﬁ—
logical—whicl are refecable to foregoing and obvious lorms U?murhid
change, capecially to those changes which take place in the blood, and
which constitute u humoral conzation io the nervous phencmena. It has
bieen observed by Bimon that central neuralgia arises with the vimost fre-
quency in anmmiated and debilitated persons;' and we know how apt it
iz Lo follow hemorrhage, and be associated with malnutiition when no
primary struetaral lesion exista. Durng the lateney of the gouty, and
in the rhewmatic dinthesis, when the weaterics weorbi of those respective
affections has accumulzted in the syetean, belore its explesive decom-
position has been evineed by loeal inflarmmation and axcessive secretional
evacuation, iis presence mey be such as to generate that bumoral disorder,
which first affects the eorebro-spinal and ganglionie centres, and then the
nerves proper to viseers] organg.  In chores, which iz consequent upen
some perversion in the development of the blood, cansed by the alteration
of physical gualities, or the chemical relations of that fluid, or it may be
by the absolute generation of some new product, we have ample testimon
of the immediats effeet produced on the nervons gystem, And in Bright's
disease we are continually presented with exumples of the same con-
sequence, caused by the relention of effete and peisonous matters in the
circulation. I, Todd?® some time ago pointed out the fact that epilepsy,
a8 associated with this renal affection, is characterized by preater severit
in its seizurves the longer the interval between the fits, because the irritant

! Lectures on Gensrdd Pathology, Leok X
* Lumleisn Leotures Meddeal Grrectte, 1340 and 1850,
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materials revalzed into the eirculation are then inncenmulation and act with

ter fores. The fuet that defective blond-development, or its contam-
ination by lesion of the depurative organs, is productive of servous dis-
orders, is well shown by the administration of suitable remedies. In
anmemin and chorea we every dav observe the benoficial effects of ferrugi-
nous medicines, and ses how paina diminish in degree and frequency, and
how the disorderly movements of the yoluntary muscles become subdued,
In hypormemis, more sspecially in that form w?it:h has been denominated
active hypersmia, pressure upon the nervous filaments gives pain; and
although such far more frequently obtaine with the zolid abdominal
organs, yet it doubtless is an element cntering into the causation of En-
teralgia.

In organie disease of the brain and spinal eord pain is generally re-
flected to some distant part, and sueh is the common rese in lesion of the
iast-named organ.  In caries of the vertebree, as I have in repetition ob-
served, the reflected visceral pain has been o constantly recurring sign.
Eﬂ‘l‘lla }'B&I‘Hﬂ- I SawW, ar tho e weat of o distiuguiahed vainm'ﬂl SUE-
Eean,a lady who for many weeks had been undeor Bis care, and whose caso
he regarded sz one of persistent Interalgin cansed by some offending
ingesta of some lmpaction in the bowels. T helieved, however, that thiy
pain in the bowels had a more remole origin—that it was spinal, The
examination after death revealed vertebra] caries and softening of the
corid. Eumetimes the distal puin cun be traced to mechanical injuries of
the nerve-centres, Wuo know that in children there iz the closest con-
nection between encephalic dissase and disorder of the bowels, Tn pri-
mary dizenso of the anflird shdominal viscera, espeeinlly fn that of the liver
and splean, irritation is not infrequently extended Lo ihe intestines: some-
times nenralgic pain of an intermittent or remiltant chamcter aventuates;
while in active congestion of the liver, or i that sudden distention of the
spleen which ogeurs in periodie fovor, intestinal pain 15 no unusaal symp-
tom. The intimate sympathy which subsists hetween these parts can be
well understood when wa consider their ganglinnic connection,

Amongst the more sommon canses may be mentioned indigestion and
flatulones. When the ingesta have not heen properly converted into
chyme, but have passed down into the lower bewels only partly disinte-
grated, they give rise to irregular spasmodic attaeks of pain by acting, as
it were, like ﬂreigu bodies in the eanal,  In this why shell-fisl, dried zalt
mieats, pork, badly eooked food, unripe fruit, erude vegetables, and ihe
like, are followed by the affection. That dlatus yery often produces
Enteralgia is a fact so familiar as searcely to merit eomment; but num-
bers of the older authors speak of this cause with muech emphasis!
Wiessner says : “Flatus simililer ctiam veniriculum doloribus spasticis
afliciunt, g;c enitn toti tractui intestinorum molestissima affectio vel
ipsi ventriculo proxime nocet, vel partium distentione stomacho proxi-
marum.  Ex hisee imprimis eolon transversum, ante inferiorem ventricoli
gurvaturam extensum, sedemn aeri iocluse quam maxime i‘nr.:umttmdmrl
parat.”* The movement of gases from one part of the intestines to
another accounta for the shifting of the pain,  Constipation is another
and fmqu_cnf_ canse of the complaint. Indurated masses of freces become

I Rhodii Oba Med, cent. 11 Paluy, 1637 cenk ii. oba 700 Lieuntand, Hist Anat
Miéd. toma i PoTs Poris, 1787, }I.nmh,nnh.. [¥se, de Cardial. flatul, Argent, 1754,
Weilnrd, Vermischts med. Schriften, FronkL 1778, b il. p. 143,

* De Bpasmo Ventrieali, p, 13,



