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PREFACE,

The suporiority of the Bibla aver all obher books has been fully proved.
Its tranescendent merits are acknowledged by all fuir jndges. This being
premised, we proceed to the purpose of the present work.

It iz penceally agreed among acholavs, thet the original Old and New

Testaments were composed, partly in prose, and partly in poestry or verse.
Wennmieott, Louth, Jebl, Boothroyd, Boys, and other authors, have
established this fast. So curiously ave thear twe forma of asomposition
blanded and intermingled in the Habrew, Byriac, aod Grook Bibles, that
it is pometimes difficnlt to discever to which alass certain stiche or lines
(in which they werw first writtem,] most properly belong. Even the
tranelators of the Seriptures in ancient oF modeen langisgas, ritain so
wmuch of the parallelism, or sorrespondence of clanscs, which distingnished
Orientel pootry, that the reader continmally feels thet they still savor of
poetic composition, especially in those passages whare the grandear of the
images and the heauty of the gentiments are pecoliarly conspienoua,

The great majority of the trandations of the Bible are very properly
prose translations, which attempt to give the sense of the original literally
word for word, and sometimen partially observe the correspondency of
clanses. DPut besids theee, many poofical or versicle renderings have
been given of cerlain books of the Hible, in different ages and nalions.
Among these, we may notice several poetical versioms, or paraphrases of
Seripture, by the Oriental, Greek, snd Letin Fathers, ss Xphraim,
Gregory, Nonaius, Cyprian, Hilavy, Juvencus, and the prous poets of
the medimval ages.

At prescut wo must comfine oor attention to the productions of this
nature in our own land and Ianguage. Poetical versions of the Beripture
wite early faverites with the Beitish and Anglo-Saxon races. Not to
mention attempts of this kind among our Keltic and Saxon sneestors, on
which a curigus essay might be written, we may cite some of the poetio
versions of more recont perioda. In Queem Elizabeth's days, good old
Hunnis translsted Fenesis into verse. (Hhers attempted other books.
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For instanca, Job, Paalote, Keolwiostes, Canttoles, Traiak, the Lamente-
tions, and the Adofs of' the Apostles, have all been versified by Ssodys,
Btarnhold, Hopkine, Tyo, Blackmare, Merrick, Tate, Seott, Young, Butt,
and others ; while Fellowes, Semuel Wesley {the father of John Wesley),
snd Boys, have given postical versions of other parts of the Old and New
Teataments.

As far a8 I am mware, the Gospels, though the most interesting and
importent partr of the Rikle, have not yet appeared in English verse, and
I therefore wet mypwelf lo supply a poctios] rendering of them. In eo
doing, T followed throughout Townsend's Tammony of the Gospsls, con-
tained in bis admirable edition of the Bible in chronelogical and historical
arrangements. This mainly apreea with oll the best Harmonies of the
Grospels, and enables us to read the saered Tecurd of our Lord's Life, words,
and actions, in regular unbroken order, satiafying to the intelligence.

If T am mot mistaken, the (oapel record not only abounde in the Thivin-
cet Wisdomy but the most exgnisite poetry ; and furnighes an nexhaustible
tors of the pureat acntimonts and imoarea,

In order to Tender the Goapel hiztory mors attractive, I have composed
this poefic puraphruss of t in that anfique ballad verns, which secins most
plesaing to the majority of the Euglish, Ikis in this that most of the
Yaalna of [havid have been atrendy randered, from Sternhold downwards.
Tuto thin verse Chayman drmnslaled the Epical ballads of Homer, with
brilliant puccess. It appeara to be less formal snd wearisome than many
other kinds of English verse. It possceses s cortein sprightliness and
vivacity of epivit, and & venersble quaintness of style, which mabe il a
general favorite, eapeeislly with thoae whe are fond of medieval ballad
poetry, and anpestorial chunt and wong.

I have therefore purpiesly and atudionsly emulsted the antique style
of Sternbold, Chapmon, end other old oational balladists; because I see
that the Bibls, as an ancient Owiental book, san bw best prescoted to the
sympathies of the people in that sorh of venerable verse in which they have
been aceunstomed to siug their national Paalms snd Hymne, [ beliove that
if they oan relish much of the Old Testament in this verss, they will still
more relish much of the New Teatament therein, being move interssting
and important. It ie now firet presented in the same abtire, not only
sanotioned but sanctified by lomy ueage. Many of the atlempts to render
Beripture in what is ealled claseical verve, have been very upsatisfactory,
as Merrick and others have proved. T have therefore stead fastly abatained
from all those cluavieal elegancies and refinements, which appear to me
incongruous with the HMebrew, Syrian, and Hellenistic phraseclogy, and
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Preface, 5

which T have been aceustomed to develope in other poems, wherein
Grecian and Roman learning might be more properly exhibited,

Whatever the fate of this devotional exercies may be, I do not despair
thai a period may arrive when certain varieties of evangelic poetry (which
in its very natore is holiest and beat,) will onec more hecome popular.
True religion is 80 much akin to refloed pentiment and natural imagery,
that they onght to be conjoined in many forms of poetigal eomposition,
such rs the general pommanity can relish.

This rhymed paraphrase of the Gorpels ia wory complete, T heliove it
includes almost evary text in the Goapel Harmony, in the order of the
Harmony, with the exception of the geoealogies, and certain minate par-
ticulers that eould nol approprintely be introduced in verse.

In forming this poctic paraphraee, I have consulted, during several
yeara, the best editions of the original New Tantatment, the heet transla-
tiong of 1t in ancient and modern lenguages, a8 well a8 its principal erilics
and eommentalors ; and I trust it will be fomnd & faithfol and locid infer-
pretation of the sacred text, threwing light ou many of its obscurtties, and
removing #ome of ila diffeallios,

This work may thereforo bo considersd & new exporiment in biblical
literature. It forms a Gosren Eric, in our old national ballad verse, so
prized by the Tinglish for its guaint simplicity, pathos, and powar. My
principal aim is to impross the Diving irnths of the Goapel on the minds
of the lovers of poetry, and make its leading domrines and faste familiar
s household words, by the aid of rhytho and chyme. T woold do the
pame service to the Gospel of Christ thet so many have elready done to
the Pealms of David. Though the Goapele ate, thank God, so gensrally
known to the people, I do not degpair of interrsling many hesrta by this
novel and postio mode of illostrating their heauties.

The supereminent merit of the Goepel, ma Teapects its thenlogy, moral-
ity, hisfory, ete., hoa boen frequently noted.  Bub it bhas not hitherto been
aufficicntly honored for ite poetical execllences, ¥ef, when truly and
impartially jnvestigated, it appears to deservs no himited admiration from
the lovers of pocley. A Harmony of the Goepels i9 the grandest Epie in
the world. What Epic has ever treated of so magnificent a thems as the
manifestation of God in the form of man, to redeem mankind?  In tracing
the history of the Messiah through its succesive stages, the Gospel epie
exhibits the noblest unity of design, and the noblest variety of wonderful
incidents. It is indeed the Epic of epies.  Its very fragments have given
birth to the finest poems, which have distinguished the names of Milton,
Rlopgtm;i.‘., and other rq,].lgl-_‘lua bards.
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This poetical paraphrase may prove servicaable by spplying teachers
and learners with a thymed version of all the passages they wish to im-
press on the memory. It likewise furnishes a preat many hymns for
singing, a8 the ballad measure snits many of our best hymn tunes.

Though my work laye elaim o fidelity vather then to brilliancy, it has
eoat mae more prolonged labor than eome will readily imagine. I trust
thiz bumble tribute to the Hedasmer of Mankind will not prove vain and
worthless. T have striven to make it faithful, without being psdantic ;
animsated, without being sxtravagant ; simple, without being puerile ; and
quaint, withont being fantsstic. May it Kindle and incresse the sympathy
of youth and age for the Holy Seriplurea! May it intereat the solitary
gtudent, snd the sceisl circle, in the glorions themes of Revelation ; and
s enrich the memory with the Divine oracles, that the Christisn 1ifs may
b more manilest among e !

In order to sssimilte to the Bpic form thie peetical parsphrsse of the
ﬂ-on'psl Harmeny, it is divided info dwelve books.

With one word oo the orthographic dress in which it appears, T con-
clnde, and commend the reader to the gracicns worde that depiet the lide
of the Inearnate God.

T wmn geatified bo know that my fallow-eitizen Mr Teaae Pitman, who
haa labored move than & quarter of a centnry for the reformation of our
aecidantzl style of spelling, and in the ditsasminatiom of an adtnirable ays-
tem of Fhonetic Shorthand, hea ondeHalken to present this work lo the
world, both in the old speiling sud in the new, aa that children whe learn
io read in either styletnay, from this book, gam & knewledpe of the othar.
As to the merite of the two etylea of spelling, I sgree enfirely with what
thal grost scholar the Bichop of Bt Davids says of the comwon ortho-
praphy =T lock upon the cstabliched syatem, if am accidental costom
may be o enlled, 2 & mase of anomalies, the growth of ignorance and
chance, equally repugnant to good teste and by common scnse. Pui E am
aware thet the pullie clivgs Eo these anomalies with & tenscify propor-
tioned to their absurdity, ond is jealous of ell encroachment on ground
eonsecrabed by preseription to the fres play of Mind eaprice.” Ap the
congtant dropping of water weare away stones, go, I truet, will the constant
drnpping’p‘fthe waters of truth, as developed in P]:Lonatir_' and ﬂr‘ﬁhagrnphic
seionec, wear away this stone of ateembling and ook of offence that bars
the way to the temple of knowledge,

P.8.—1I was much assigted in preparing this wark for the press by my very pious and
weminble wife Ghartrude Feator Barham, recently decesssd, whom T hope to meet in
heaven. I have also to acknowledge the hind and careful revision of the work, and the
improvement of rumerous lnes, by my frisnd Me Inaas Pitman, F. B.

Bathk, Zhrd Decomter, 1860,
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RHYMED HARMONY

OF THE GOSPELS,

BOOK I

The Lkistory of Fewnn Theist,
Ouy bleasad, ouly Lard,

Hia Goapel, or &lad Tidio
We from the fArst .

¥ —

) SECTION L
General Frofecsd—Luoka 1. 1-4

As many men have herotofore
Endeavored to relato

The wondrous myeteries of our fuilh
In Christ, the Lord, most great ;

Delivered to eys.-witnesses,
And mimisters of Him '

Who i the ?nrg Word of Guod,
Worshipped by cherubim ;

It seemid good £o me, alao
1In these things well informed,

To write them E;wn in order, thus,
That many hearts be wearred

Witheclearer knowledgs oftheaatratha,
1kvinest, purest, best,

OF all that man om earth can lemrn
And cherish in his brosat.

heea

SECTION 2.

The divinity, humanity, and office of Christ,
—dohn 1. 1-1K.

In the beginning was the Word,

The Leges, Truth divine,
That was with God, and that was Gad, |
And all good did enshrine ; |
And all Eﬁ'nga by this Word were

made,
Without Him nought could be,

For He possessed the power and might
Of sovereign Deity. }

BUK I

da hisberl or Jizpn Erjat,
ur hleded, eruli Lod,

Hir Goapel, or Glad Tydigs, hic
wi from de ferat vekord,

SEEXON 1.
Jeseral Prafra—Luk 1. 1-4

Az meni men hav hirtoferr
endevard tu relet

.&E wimdros misteriz or =r fet

= in Hrjet, the Lord, most zret ;
deliverd tn j-witneaes,
and miniaters ov Him
hm 1z de veri Word ov God,
. wurﬁF# b]’(lqembim:
it kimed yud tn mi, alse
in tis fingg wal mformd,
to rjt l:tem'qt:lzn in order, dpa,
tat ment harta bi wormd
wid klirer nolaj ov die truts,
- divineat, pirest, best,
or ol dat tman on ert
and gerif in hiz brest.

SEEEON 2.
& divinifi, hymaniti, ﬂ'rmfﬁ i or Krjs,
18,

an 1, 1-

lern

In te beginip woz e Wrrd,
e Logoz, Trot divin,

#at woz will God, and dat woz God,
and el gud did enfrjn ;

mnd @l d;:l}z bj ths Word wer

meEdl,
wittst Him not kud hi,
for Hi pozest de pxer and mijt
ov sovren Thiti,



