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THE CAVERNS OF LURAY.

‘“All are but parts of one stupendous whole,"— Pope,

ITS HISTORY AND SURROUNDINGS.

HE Great VarLey oF Vircinia lies between two elevated

ranges—the Blue Ridge on the southeast rising to heights
of from 2000 to 4000 feet above tide-level, and the North
Mountain range on the northwest almost equally high. It is
not a continuous plain like some of the Western prairies. On
the contrary it is of varied surface, a land of hill and dale, weil-
watered, fertile, and abounding in every variety of mineral and
agricultural wealth. Nor is it a single valley throughout, From
a few miles southwest of Winchester to a point nearly opposite
Harrisonburg it is divided into two subordinate valleys by the
Massanutton Mountain—a long belt of ridges of silurian and
devonian rocks which withstood the denuding agencies that
cleared away on either side so many hundreds of square miles
of strata,

Both valleys are proverbial for their beauty and famous for
important historical events, of which each has been the scene,
but our present concern is with the eastern and narrower one,
the Luray Valley. This constitutes Page County, of which Luray
(at 822 feet above sea-level) is the county seat. For the lover of
the beautiful in nature it is endowed with innumerable charms.
Hemmed in on every side with a rim of blue mountains, it is
traversed in its western part by the South Branch of the Shen-
andoah, & beautiful river known in many a story of battle and
guerilla adventure during the civil war, It was upon its banks at
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Front Royal, near its junction with the North Branch, that the
first battle of Jackson's famous Valley campaign was fought,
The Hawksbill, a winding and picturesque stream, flows through
the centre of the valley, alternating along its upper course with
wild mountain cascades and bits of bosky dell, until at length,
after watering miles of fertile meadow, it passes beneath the

" rustic bridge at Luray and loses
: itself in the Shenandoah.

Luray is not unknown to fame.
T]irmlgh its strects Stonewall Jack-
son passed in making
his flank movement
upon Banks at Stras-
burg in the spring of
1862, By this way,
ton, marched General
Shields a little later,

to intercept
the wily Con-
. federate in
J his retreat
!

before  Fre-
mont. After
the affair at
Port Repub-
= lie, Luray lay
in the line of
the Federal
general's re-
: e treat. Again,
AT -~ —= in July, 1863, Lee's army

e — returning from Gettys-
TR AR R burg to Eastern Virginia,

and finding the lower passes of the Blue Ridge held by Meade's
troops, came this far up the valley to gain Thornton's Gap, and
crossing here, once more confronted its old adversary. Then,
as now, the valley was famous for its pretty girls and abundant
rations, to both of which soldiers are ever devoted, and it be-
came in consequence the scene of many exploits of the partisan

e A
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soldiery of Harry Gilmore, White, McNeil, and Moshy—gay fel-
lows who were loath to yicld possession of so charming a place.

About a mile west of Luray near the Newmarket pike, is a
conical hill, long known as Cave Hill from the existence of a
cave* near its summit. At its base is a large depression filled
with water. Along its sides, here and there are sink holes,
marked with a growth of briar and weeds, known to vagrant
boys as the
haunts of rab-
bits.  Their
more import-
ant signifi-
cance wasnot
understood,
however, un-
tilafter thear-
rival in April,
1878, of Mr.
B. P, Steb-
bins, a pho-
tographer of
Easton, Md.,,
who induced
several of the
townspeople
to join him
in the search
for an undis-
covered cave
which, from
surface 1ndi- ANDEEW J. CABMPSELL.
cations, he felt sure must exist in the neighborhood. With his
companions in this memorable hunt he prospected about the
country, digging here and there at promising localities but
without suceess, until, being nick-named “ cave-rats,” they be-

* Discoverad in 1755 by Ruffner, a famous hunter and pioneer, who was alierwards killed
im combat with the lndians, On May 7ih, 1825, new discoveries were made by o parly of
fifteen gentlemen from Luray, who penetrated a distance of half & mike, reaching (It has been
inferred from ihelr descriptions) Hades and other porilons of the “new cave ™ of Siehbing
and Campbell.
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came the objects of good-natured ridicule from their fellow
townsmen who charged them with mistaking rabbits’ hiding
places for mares' nests, and jumping rabbits for sprightly young
colts,

At length,on the rith of August, 1878, they examined a
depression on the hillside, about forty feet in diameter by ten
in depth, filled with loose stones and brush, and grown up with
weeds, Removing these obstructions with considerable labor,
they found an opening from which a current of air was escaping,
The opening was further enlarged; Mr. A. J. Campbell was
lowered by means of a rope, and reaching bottom, candle in
hand, peered about him. He found himself in a narrew rift
about fifteen feet long by five wide, with no apparent outiet-
Closer examination disclosed a hole through which with some
difficulty the discoverer of the Caverns passed into the large
open space now known as Entrance Hall. Having abandoned
the rope which connected him with his companicns, he for some
time contemplated with rapt interest the strange scene presented
to his eyes, until—the rest of the party becoming alarmed at his
absence—his nephew William B. Campbell followed in seach of
him. The importance of their discovery was appreciated, and
at night the party returned with candles and explored Stebbins'
Avenue, Entrance Hall, and Entrance Avenue as far as Muddy
Lake, since drained and replaced by a dry, cement walk., The
lake—then a considerable body of water—stopped them, and of
the Jargest and grandest part of the cave they remained in
ignorance, until, on a venture, they had purchased the land
under which it lay.

Soon after its discovery the tract of land overlying the cave,
and containing twenty-eight and one-half acres, was sold by
order of the county court at auction, to close up a bankrupt estate,
and Messrs. Stebbins, Campbell & Co. became the purchasers,
The price paid was double what the land had brought at a
previous sale. It was considered by persons not in the secret
a bad bargain, as the soil is light, consisting of a thin clay strewn
with fragments of quartz, while the hillside is disfigured with
sink-holes and masses of lower silurian limestone projecting in
horizental strata from the surface.

A few days later, however, the town was electrified by the
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announcement of the discovery of a wonderful cave. The
_ commotion was immense, and when the nature of the property
with which they had parted became known, relatives of the
original owner instituted suit for its recovery. The decision of
the local court was in favor of the purchasers, but the case was
carried to the State Court of Appeals, and was there, in the
spring of 1881, decided in favor of the plaintifis. It had
searcely been
decided when
the Luray Cave
and Hotel
Company, re-
lated in inter-
est to the
Shenandoah
Valley Rail-
road Compa-
ny, purchased
the cave for
$£40,000, Oth-
er bodies of
land adjoining
' havesincebeen
added to the
original  tract
_ until property
* exceeding the
whole area
overlying the
cave, and sev-
eral times the
extent of the original “ cave tract,” now belongs to the same
OWners.

The object that first attracts the attention of travelers arriv-
ing at Luray is the “ Inn," a handsome “ Queen Anne " structure
on an eminence two hundred yards from the railroad station.
Commanding a view of mountain scenery in every direction,
beautifully appointed in every detail, tastefully and luxuriously
furnished, and having a cuisine of particular excellence, it has

WILLIASE B, CAMPEELL.



