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* [n thia respost, ReHgion, according to sommon prastiss
in many socta, may be compared to that st of courtahip
of whish the fuls sex are known often to complaue. In the
beginning of an Armotr whon thew intossot Chermers are
Ant soocated, they Lear of nofking bit tander Vowa, Bub-
misisn, Borviow, Love DBt won aftorwards, when won
by thia appearanos of Gentlsoom and Howflity, they bave
yowdgned thenmselves and are 0o Jonger their own, they hear
& different Nols, atd are tanght £ abderstand Scbmimlon
and Servics lo s wettse thoy litdle sxpected. Charity and
Brotberdy Love are yary sngaging sconds ; but who would
dresm thet oot of sbondert Charity snd Brotherly Lovs
sbould comw Brael, Five, Gibleds, Rods, and swch & sound
and hoarty sppllcetion of thews Resnedys as shauld at onos
advavor the worddly prestoms of relipioo Pastore and the
partioular interest of privete Soulk, for which they are s
obazitably concsrned. ” — < Bhaiteabury's Characterivtios,”
val. §il. p. 110
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PREFACE

I FraR that some apology i due to the reader for
the publication of the following essay in its present
form, The subject bas alwaye fascinated me, and I
began writing on it when an Oxford ondergradunte
i.n 1899 My esany is an attompt to illnstrate ]

rically certain aspecte of religiows persscutton
lu:ld toleration v wlhiich | kave mot, I thmk, been snf- |
ﬁmenﬂy reahsad elther hy statesmen or hmt.onanu.
The clear perception of these espects would pro-
bably make the adjustment of the relations between
Church and State in onr own day easier and mors
entisfhctory.  For example, it would be well for all
to appreciate thut & Church is not necessarily liberal
because it is dissociated from the State, and, vice
versd, that a new v country iy not, necessarily ‘tolerant
because it is :lew “and cther trutha which must
wt.allj “affect the lagmla.tur’s point of view.

The late Professor Ritchie, who with most rare
generosity read and revised the maouseript, advised
publication on these grounds, although he wished
me to extend the Iatter part of the work as from
the sixteemth oentury to a geoeral survey of
Furopean history, instead of limiting it to the
British Empire and United States. This might

il
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certainly be done with advantage, bat the example
of the late Lord Acton’s projected but never
achieved history of Liberty in & permanent warning
aguingt the enlargement of a scheme already more
extensive than any one writer can well mndertake.
There are many respects in which I should have
liked to improve the form and scheme of the book,
and also adapt it better for the use of the geaeral
reader as opposed to ihe student, but the claims of
business on my time and strength are far too exaci-
ing to allow me to carry out my ideal, or even to
keep my work suffciently up-to-date by the revision
that lapse of time necosanrily demands. My gennine
belief that the subject here discussed onght to be
diecussed must be my one excuee not only for
publication, bat also for all imperfections of form
which a profeased writer of books with a proper
smount of leisure would, in my place, have been
sble to eliminate.
It is porhape a eowmon-place that the best things 4
! in life are given away without sny idea of recom- !
lpmaanrretnm. I cortainly find it diffiealt to |
express my gratitude to those who have spent
precious time and labour in helping me with this
book. I should epecially mention Mr Herbert
Fisher, who first encovraged me to write it and
subsequently revised it and suggested various
alterations and interpolations. 1 have hefore
alluded to the kindness, which 1 can unever forget,
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of the late Professor Ritchie, and I mued further
acknowledge the moat valuable aid of his col-
league, Professor Herkless, and also of my friend
Mr Hilaire Belloc, who most generoualy exerted
his versatile sympathiee and wide Iearning in ad-
vising me on & work which, [ fear, cannot be
ultogether congenial to & Catholie. Mr N, Harris
Nicolas, Mr W, H. Forbes, Mr B Vemcn, and
Mr J. H. Morgan, have alao been good enongh to
read the book and make interesting suggestions,
My thanks are doe to Mr Josaph M'Cabe for
reading the proofs and cempiting the index.

Augurt 1904,



