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PREFACE.

Trerk are perhaps no deformities more com-
mon than strabismus, ond there are few the
pathology of which is less understood ; this may
be owing to the little importance attached to
the affection, as it compromises neither the life
nor the health of the individual. For this
reason, though volumes have been written on the
subject, and thousands of operations have been
performed for its cure, thejprofession is still
divided on many pointa ﬂgﬂﬁnﬂ‘al to the right
treatment of the de[‘onml;;, "vaa ophthalmo-
logist asserts * that in al’ﬁzlﬁatéum case of stra-
bismus both eyes are equa]]y implicated in the
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abnormal position:” another holds a direetly
opposite opinion. The former maintains that it
is immaterial which eye is operated on; the
latter cousiders it essential to determine which
is the really affected eye, and to operate on this
only. There are others again who consider the
deformity to depend wpon an imperfection of
vision, and say that if this be remedied no opera-
tion will be required, for the eye will right itself.

Such contrariety of opinion is not flattering to
medical science, and proves how much yet re-
mains to be elucidated.

Between three and four years ago I published
some observations on Strabismus in the form of
Lectures. In the present volume a different
plan has been adopted. Cases are narrated sub-
stantially as they were recorded in my note-book
&t the time, and to these are appended such re-
marks ag each seemed to suggest.

In the chapter on the pathology of strabismus,
a tabular view of the origin of nearly 400 cases
is given, and from an analysis of these cases and
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of the phemomena of the affection some general
conclusions are arrived at.
In thé chapter devoted to the treatment of
“strabismus, I have confined myself entirely to the
surgical mode of dealing with the deformity.
I am well aware that incipient and slight cases
of squint may sometimes be cured without opera-
tion, and that instances are not wanting, in which
more confirmed distortions have been got rid of
by persevering efforts on the part of the patient;
but even when such efforts have heen attended
with success, the accompanying impairment of
vision is not removed. Now, dividing the muscle
by which the strabismus is produced, not only
rectifies the malposition of the eye, but improves
its vision, and on these grounds I hold the ope-
ration to be preferable to all other methods of

treatment.
The remarks on paralytic affections of the

muscles of the cve, are made chiefly with the
object of elucidating the nature of the impaired
vision which accompanies those affections, and
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introductory to the observations on strabismic
vision and other allied defects of sight in the
following chapter. Lastly, some remarks on
double vision have been added, explanatory of
the phenomena manifested in some of the cases

parrated in a previous part of the volume.

C. HOLTHOURBE.

2, Sronrey's Garts,
Sr. Jamra's Pamrm.
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