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PREFACE

In presenting this, the history of my life, to
the public, I may as well say at the outset, that
I do not put it forward as a work of literary
merit, but as a narrutive that can be redad and
I trust understeod by others than those who
have received a classical education. I am now
passed middle age, and any one who knows
what the condition of the middling class in
- Ireland was, some fifty years ago, may form
some conception of the amount of schooling 1
had the chance to obtain. Still I have hopes
that some amusement, combined with instroc-
tion may be found contained in the following
pages, I have to thank my dear old comrade
the late Thos. Faughnan, for some valuable as-
sistance, without which perhaps more than one
incident herein contained would have been
imperfectly remembered or it might be forgot-
ten altogether, Some one once said : “ Any
man over forty years should be his own doctor.”
Be this as it may, I am of opinion that no man
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under that age, should undertake to be his
own biographer, but being as [ have said on the
downward side of the hill of life, I may take it,
that my ecareer of a scldier being ended, the
only part of my existence likely to interest the
public has been passed, and I therefore feel
justified in offering them these memoirs. Many
of the incidents described, are known to myself.
Nobody but those who have been in the battle,
can form any opinion of how little any individ-
aal knows of what is going on around him,
exeept just in his immediate vieinity, conse-
quently if any one particular attack were des-
eribed by say half a dozen men, each deserip-
tion would differ widely from the others
as probably no two men would have
the same oxperience even in the same
battle, although they might be seperated by
only a few yards during the action. If I appear
sometimes egotistical, please do not imagine 1
am claiming any special reward for good deeds,
I have always endeavoured to do my duty as
a British soldier, and although I have, like
others, often been in places of great danger, it
has pleased God to spare me. I do not pretend
to have the powers of a dramatist, to present
the varions incidents and situations of the
ecampaign before you in such a manner as to
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cause them to appear other than as an imper-
fect picture, for I hold that to fully realize a
battle field, it must be seen ; any description
of its horrors will necessarily fall short of the
reality, no matter how minutely described. 1
trust however that those who do me the favor
of perusing the following pages, will find that
I have omitted no incident of importance that
occurred during my period of serviee in the
Crimea and I can only say that I am in hopes,
the very, homely style in which this book is
written and absence of any high-flown language,
may cause it to find favor, and prove a pass-
port to every heart aronnd which a soldier's
life and varried experience may be found. in-
teresting. '
James (FPMavrvey.

MoxTREAL, April 1893,
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Alghanistan, 157879,

Scarlet nniform, tilly white facing.




I certify that I have koown the bhearer, Mp James
O’'Mazlley, since the year 1851, when he enlisted for the 17th
Regiment at Galway, lreland. He served over 10 years
therein at Galway, Dublin, Templemore and Cork ; Tmontha
at Gibraltarand 17 months in the Orimes, and was present at,
the siege of Sehastapool, from 2nd Deceonber 1854 to Bth Sep-
ternber 15855, including the assaulte on the Great Bedan on
the 18th Jone and 8th September and of the capture of that
city aml fortress In the lutier date. He was the first man
of the regiment wounded in the trenches before Babastapool.
He was alao present with the 3rd Brigade of the 4th division
which accompaniad the English and French fleets to (dessa
in Ovct. 1855 and was prosent at the hombardment and sur-
render of the fortressof Kinborn, 17th Oct. He was at that
time one of the smartest men in the Grenadier Company
and after leaving the Crimes and landing st Quebec wan
promoted Lo corporsl in charge of Lthe Regimenial Police,
which position he held until his discharge from the serviee
He always bore an exceptionmally good character in the
reprimeil gnd left as eorporal and in posession of 2 hadges
for good eonduct.

{Rigned) JOHN SRASDELL,
furmerly Color Sergeant,
17th Regiment,

MoNTREAL.

2 Champloin Street, }
Znd Febroary, 1853,



