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PREFATORY NOTE

OF the peculizr responsibility that the Christian
Church faces in these days of readjustment and
reconstruction, the Baptists of the Northern States
have their full share. These responsibilities are
indeed emphasized, if not increased, by the changes
which we have recently made in our organization,
and as a result of which we enter into closer co-
operation than before in the accomplishment of our
denominational task.

It was with these things in mind that this volume
of essays and addresses was planned and under-
taken. Loving our denomination and earnestly de-
siring that it shall do its full duty in this hour of
peril-fraught opportunity, we offer this volume to
our brethren in the hope that, in some small mea-
sure at least, it may contribute to that knowledge
of the history of our religion and that apprehension
of its essential elements which are needed to enable
us to interpret this time and serve our generation
as our fathers served theirs.

Most of the chapters of this book were written
especially for publication in it. The few which were
originally delivered as public addresses, though bear-
ing the marks of their special occasion, have lost
none of their significance by the lapse of time since
their delivery.
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