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EDITOR'S PREFACE,

e ——

11 is always: o memorabie erain a mother's life when
she first introduces a daughter inte soclety.  Many
things contribuate to make it 50; ameng which i3 the
fact of the personal blessing to hevself, in hoving been
permitted to see the day—te have been spared, that
1%, to watch over her child in infancy, and now to see
her entering life upen her own account,

Lut o mere ungommon privilege is the one
granted to me on the present occasion, of introducing
a daughter into the literary wortd ; and the feelings
of pride and pleasure it ealls forth, are certainly not
less powerful than those created by the commoner
occurrence, It is my comfort also 1o add that these
are not overciouded by any painful anxiety or mis-
giving. There may be differences of opinica as to
the precise amount of literary merit in these tales;
but viewed as the first productions of a young author,
they are surely full of promise; while their whole
tone and aitm i3 56 unmistakably high, that even
those who criticize the style will be apt to respect the
wrlter,

I sught here to express a hope that itwill net be
thought presumptucus on my part, to undertake the



¥ill TEEFACE,

office of introduction. I beg it to be understood
that | address mysell especially to those readers who
have (I speak it with deep gratitude and pleasure)
listened kindly and favourably to me for several years
past, and who will, T trust, be no less well disposed
rowards my daughter’s writings,

To them also it may be interesting to know, that
in the “J. H. G." of “Melchior’s Dream,” etc,, they
will find the original of my own portrait of * Aunt
Judy."”

But I have still something more to say: another
tittle bit of gratification to express. What one sister
has written, another has illestrated by her pencil ; a
cause of double thankfulness in my heart to Him
from whom all good gifts come.

MARGARET GATTY.

WOTR -2 fovegeiiir Proface war wwrilten for (e fivaf edition
af ¢ Afelehiar’s Dream, and sther Talfes™  Tlds war published
i 1862 wwder Mre. Ewinds wmaiden indtiak, V. H. G” |t
comtaied the fwsf fioe slavics fn the presen! vadreme, and Giene
e {Tlentrated 9 2he covdder’s wlidest sister, VR S0 G



MELCHIORS DRIANM.
AN ALLEGORY,

*Thou that hast given =e moch v e,
Crive ane Uing maore —a grsleful e
Ligoaal HERBERT,

“Wer, father, I don't believe the Browns are a bit
better off than we are; and vet when I gpent the day
with young Brown, we cooked all sorts of messes in
the afternoon ; and he wasted twice as much rum and
brandy and lemons i his trash, as I should want to
make good punch of. Hewas quite sarprised, too,
when I told him that cur teince-pies were kept shut
up in the larder, and only brought out at meal-times,
and then just one aplece: he snid they had mince-
pies always going, 2nd he got one whenever he liked.
Old Drown never Slows up ahout that sort of thing ;
he likes Adolpkus 1o enjoy himself in the holidays,
particularly at Christmas,”

The speaker was a bhov—if [ may be allowed to
use the word in speaking of an individual whosze



