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FRIEDRICH SCHLEGEL AND GOETHE,
1TH0-1802 ;

A Strpy 1x EArRLY GERMAN ROMANTICISM.

INTRODUCTION.
. STATEMENT oF PROBLEMS.

Friedrich Behlegrel, youngest son of Jobann Adolf Schlegel,
was born at Hannover on March 10, 1772, just three months
after Goethe had finished the first version of his first great
work, {fitz von Berlishingen, His literary career hegins in
1794 with the publication of Von den Sclivlen der Griechischen
Poesie. At this time he is as ¢ld ua Gocthe was when writ-
ing the Gafz.

In the meantime {Fuethe hos written many great works,
passed through severul colteral steges, Deen enriched by
varied experiences, and in the great general mspects of his
character as wlso in the essentials of hie Wellanschauung

- become a developed man. Life will deepen, knowledge widen
with the coming vears, but the Italian journey (September 3,
1786—June 18, 1788), with its revolutionary influences, is
past, and twenty years {since November, 1778) of responsible
public service in grest little Weimar Ly the side of hiz
devoted friend, the Duke, whom he loved and praised,’
have had their sedative infleence upon the stormy penivg of
the period of (Y8z and Werfher. The unique litergry friend-
ship with Behiller, who hus been at Welmar and Jena since

1787, ia just beginoing with the establishment of the Horen.

On the other hand Schlegel iz but little beyond the first

1 i Wke. o Venetian Epigrams No. 36,
40
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stadin of his intellectusl progress. He has searcely begun
a development which is to be conditioned to a remarkable
degree by the great minds of the period and by certain great
thinkers and writers of the paat, and will result in an almost
complete reversal of his attitnde toward all problema of
liternture, philosophy, and life, These great influences are
Plato, the Greek dramatists, the Platonizing Hemsterhuis,
Winckelmanu, Herder, Kant, Fichte, Schiller, and Gosthe.
Personal relations will exist with the last three. The rela-
tive force of these influences will vary widely at different
stages of his progress. The Hellenizing influence is based
in & general way upon Winekelmann, but stands in the
elogeat relations to the doctrines and practioe of the Weimar
alassicists, Kant's eritical philosophy, supplemented by
Fichte and modified by Sohiller, i a second powerfal moment
and becomes more and more important towsrd the close,
Goethe’s works (this can hardly be overemphusized) are influ-
ential from firet to last, They are the atmosphere in which
Bchlegel ns a literary situdent breathes. They are the concrete
examples of gll possible literary excellence since the Greeks.
Their author is the acknowledged leader of Weimar culiure
when Weimar is the center of Gorman létters. Behlegel as
& literary aspirant knows no higher goal than the approval of
this gening whom he is soon to glorify with extravagant
during ns “Gott, Vater,’” *

Friedrich’s attitude toward Goothe had, however, materially
changed befors 1804, nbout which time many evidences of
the alteration exish. The least arbitrary date near this
period is naturally the date of Schlegel’s departure for Paris,
the date of the final dispersion of the older Romantic school.
Bince the earliest known sources of Information eoncerning
Friedrich? begin in 1781, we may select the year of student

1 RDBr., Bd. 1, p. 36, " W8Br



42 JOHN WILLIAM BCHOLL.

life at Giottingen in company with August Wilhelm as the
beginning of his development. The most important yeara
of his activity are thus included between 1790 and 1802.
These limits are further favored by the second great source
of our knowledge of Friedrich's early career, Friedrich
Bohlegels prosaische Jugendschriften, 17541508, edited by
Minor.

No complete statement of Friedrich Schlegel’s personal
and literary relations to Goethe exista. Much work has
been done npon certsin phases of the dependence, but even
here contributions may ba mads., Statements have been made
recently that Goethe learned muck from the earlier romanti-
cists, but few definite evidences are produced in their support.
It has seemed advimsble therefore to ooflect indo one complete
statement, so far as possible, whal 48 cerfainfy known of the
relationship of Friedrich Schiegel to Goethe during the period
above fized.

b, RELATIONS A8 BEEN I¥ LATER LiFk.

Goethe published his correspondence with Schiller in
1828-9, just as Friedrich's unforiunste career was drawing
to its close. The severe judgmenta of Schiller upon the
character, accomplishments, and pretensions of both Schle-
gels, with the contemporary assent of Goethe in all essential
points, were given to the public unascompanied by the least
hint of Goethe’s own disapproval of their sharpness and
with no digavowal of his own present belief in Schiller’s
oorrectness, Augnst Wilbelm, mindful of his outwardly
pleasant relations with Guoethe during those fiuitful years
in Jena, was surprised and pained at such revelations. To
defend himself and his brother against these criticieme an
edition of the Goethe-Schlegel correspondence was planned.
But it did not appear, The surviving brother vented his
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feelings, however, in print. His attack appeared in Wendt's
Musenalnanach for 1852, issued in the fall of 1831, To
the ghame of August Wilhelm, his harshest thruste were
aimed at the dead friend Bohiller and not at Goethe.! Zelter
oalls Goethe’s attention to these ¢ galligwissrige” attacks
in & letter of October 15, 1831. To this circumstance we
owe the latest, completest, and most positive expression of
Goethe’s views of the character of the Schlegela and espe~
cially of his relations with them.?

This letter iz too well known to need quotation, though
slmost every line of it is important for onr problem. The
relations of Goethe to the Behlegels, acoording to this direct
testimony, were (g} universal tolerance, not hearty favor, ()
the furthering of that which he himself did mot approve,
(c) an effort to keep np 8 sort of social relation with them,
though (d) he stood outside of the romantie direle and would
have been extinguished by them, bot for his own solid
worth, and {€} he did not trouble himself about others while
following out his own designa. Schiller’s hatred is justified
as right, and their accomplishment in all fields except the
oriental is diseredited, :

Buch statements roundly deny any real sympathy with the
romuantio dootrines and practises of the Schlegels and imply
8 degree of artistic and literary isolation incompatible with
mutual inflnence.

This letter cannot be credited to momentary bitterness at
August Wilhelm’s attack on Schiller in Wendt's dimanach.
If bitternese dictated it, it was a seftled bitterness of a
quarter of a century. Many utterances of Goethe from
1804 until his death to show that the bitterness was a
part of the settled consistent judgment of all his riper years.

1 BXen., Bd 1, p. 2858,
* GZBr., Bd. v1, pp. 3i5% end 3184, ; Goethe an Zelter, October 26,
1831
i



