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THE STRANGE RIDE OF
MORROWBIE JUKES.

Allve or degd--there & no other way.—
Native Proverd.

TeerE i3 no Invention about this
tale. Jukes by accident stumbled
upon & village that is well known to
exiat, though he is the only Enpglich-
man who hag been there. A some-
what similar Inetitution used to
flourish on the cutskirts of Caleutta,
and there is a story that if you go

ioto the heart of Bikanir, which is
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in the heart of the Great Indian
Desart, you shall come across not a
village but a town whare the Dead
who did not die bot may not live
have establizhed their headquarters.
And, since 1t is perfectly true that
in the same Desert is & wonderful
¢ity where all the rich money-lenders
retreat after they have made their
fortunes (fortunes so vast that the
owners cannol trust even the strong
hand of the Government to protect
thom, but take rcfuge in the water-
less sands), and drive sumptuous C-
gpring barouches, and buy beantiful
girls and decorate their palaces with
gold and ivory and Minton tiles and
mother-o-pearl, I do not see why
Jukes’s tale shonld not be trae. He
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i8 & civil engineer, with a head for
plans and distances and things of
that kind, and he certainly would
not take the trouble to invent imagi-
nary traps. He conld earn more by
doing his legitimate work. He
never varies the tale in the telling,
and grows very bot and indignant
. "when be thinks of the disrespectful
treatmient he received. He wrote
thia quite straightforwardly at first,
but he has touched it up in places
and introduced Moral Reflections:
thus: —

In the beginning it all arose from
a slight attack of fever., My work
necessitated my being in camp for
some months between Pakpattan
and Muharakpurl—a. desclate sandy
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stretch of country as every one who
has had the misfortune to go there
may know. My coclies were neither
more nor less exasperating than
other gangs, and my work demanded
pufficient attention to keep me from
moping, had I been inelined to so
mnmanly a weakness,

On the 23d December, 1584, T felt
& hittle feverish, There was a full
moon at the time, and, in conse-
quence, every dog hear my tent was
baying it. The brutes assembled in
twos and threes and drove me fran-
tic. A few daya previously I had
shot one lend-mouthed singer and
suspended his carcass en ferrorem
about fifty yards from my tent-door,
but his friends fell npon, fought for,



