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GENERAL PREFACE TO THE
BERIES

Tuis series inlroduces a nomber of works by
distinguizhed French authors, such as de Vogud
and Lmile Touvillon, whe an: prominent in
their own country, but whose books have not
yot recaived that reecognition among our school
claggies which iz their due; it will alze include
gsome of the best productions of Daudet, Coppéc,
Theuriet, amld others, of which no English school
cditions exist; and finally it will contain a fow
:‘FI}TI{E which, although more familiar, may yet, it
iz hoped, be weleome in an edition framed on the
plin here advocabed,

The advanced texts are intended for pupils
of the TFifth and Bixth forms, and are therefors
longer (80-150 pages) and more difficult.  The
elementary texts are shorter (40-80 pages) and
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tairly eusy, so as to suit Third and Fourth forms;
to these a vocabulary will be added.

Each volume contains enough matter for ome
or fwe terms reading  The editors, while taking
care that the works selected should arouse the
pupils’ interest, should fornish them with a
practical vocabulary and nseful phraseology, and
should help to enltivate literary taste, will also
inclwde in their selection such booke as will enabls
the English veader to acquire a knowledge of
France and her insbibutions, of French life and
enstoms, or, as Thackeray puls il, “to study the
inward thooghts and ways of his peighbonrs.™

The Nofes are not ntended to pive mercly
i trsopslation of the diffienlts passages, nor arc
they meant to be o storchouse of grammatical
curiosities or of philological learming.  They aim
rather at giving in & clear amd conciee form such
axplanations ag will help the pupil to overcome
all textun! diffienlties which are oulb of his reach,
and st clucidating  historvieal, peographical, and
literary allusions; while reminding the reader at
the same time of points of grammar aund of con-
glructions which he is apt to forget, illustrating
these by parallels taken, if possible, from other
parts of the text. As to renderings, the object,
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as a rule, 18 to throw ont a hint for the selution of
& difliculty rather than to give the solution itself,
without, however, exeluding the translation of such
paszages as the pupil eanmot be expected to render
satisfactorily into good Enghsh.  Comments are
introdueed on French Iife and thonght whenever
the text affords an opportunity for them. Lastly,
information is supplied oo word-formation  and
derivation, where such koowledge is likely to be
of real help towardsa complete grasp of Lhe
varions meanines of words, or where it may szerve
ag an aid to the memory.

The fuéreduction will in each case give a shori
acconnt of the anthor and his works, wilh special
reference to the text of the partiemlar volwmne.

Appendices will be added to cach volume by
the (zenernl Editors, containing—{ 1} lists of words
and phrases for wvive wece drill, which should
be learned pari pessw with the reading; (2)
exerciscs on syntax  and idioms for wiza  wvoece
practice, which will involve the voeabulary of
a certain porfion of the lext; (3] coutinuous
passages (or translation into French, which will
bring composition and construing lessons into cloge
relation ; (4) some chapter on word-formation or
etymology of & practical nature.



