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PREFACE.

Tu short papers here given to the public were originally
published in the “ Women’s Edueation Journal * in two
distinot eeries, which are now reprinted togethér, be-
canse they bear ultimately upon the same important
subject—the duty lzid upon women to fit themselves to
be the edneators of the race. It wera vain to lay down
the Kinder garten System, if women are not ready to
practice it; the philosophy of Fribel must remsin s
dead letter as regards all practical influsnce on society,
if women are not capable of understanding and acting
upon its prineiples. The Kinder-garten System presents
itgelf, therefore, to those who are anxious to forward
the edooation of women under an aspect of twofold
importance—that which it osteneibly cleims as 2 meanas
of developing childish faculty, and that which it in-
directly possesses by its imperative olaim on the exercise
of the highest fuculties in women. Family life, few will
deny, is the centre of national welfare; and Nature her-
self has placed women as the central power of family
life. Any wide, morsl, and intellectual reform must then
begin here. We touch the surface only by all eduea-
tional labour that leaves out of sight the associations of
home, and these are moulded by women. We touch
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one side of human nature only, and that which least
effects the will, and therefore least concerns aotion,
when we stimulate the intellect, and make no appeal to
the heart or the imagination : and this wide region, too
much neglected by educators, is that whercin women
exereise their most powerful eway. The latter will be
one-tided also, and therefore more or less fraught with
danger, till moral, intellcotual, and methetic culture,
proceeding hand in hand, have restored the due balance
in the feminihe mind. Harmonions development is
what the welfare of soclety as of the individual demands,
but society cannot attain this advantage until the effects
of the long neglect of women's mental capacity has been
recognised and remedied.

The more direct importance of the Kinder-garten as
training young children is better appreciated than its
influence aver the education of women ; yet even this
is very imperfeotly recognised, it is too generally an
ignorant and half mistaken view that is taken of its
value, It is very commonly considered as & system of
mere childish amusements, or means of keeping trouble-
some litile hands and feet quiet ; or, at best, as & way of
teaching something before the children are old enongh
to learn to read. Its intrinsic value as the most philo-
sophionl system of real education, that is, of drawing
out the faculties of the child, of following step by step
Nature’s own order of development, snd step by step
also cultivating the use of all the instruments by which
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knowledge shall hereafter be gained, and setive life be
direpted—this, the great power of Frébel's method, is as
yet apprehended by few in England ; and it is for this
reason that in the following papers I have sought to
dwell more on principles than on practice. I am well
aware that of the many imperfections of this little book,
the most imperfect part is that relating to the varicus
games snd exercises. It is s0 imposaible to make this
really good without illustrations, that I have sttempted
1o more than what was necessary to make principles
intelligible.

Next to my desire to bring out the theory of Fribel's
method, has been that of showing how this early
training can be earried on graduslly to the ordinary
book learning of later schools, and what influensce it
will have on the pupil’s aptitude for the latter, Espe.
cislly would I dwell upon the fact of the valuable
smount of school time saved by the early training of
the pupil’s faculties in the right direction, the difference
it muet meke to come to work with working habits
ready formed, with senses and hands treined to accuracy
and delieasy ; instead of coming, as children ususlly do,
with some small seraps of book learning scquired by
rote, but without the least idea of exercising their own
intelligence. What is required is to rouse mothers to
the importance of giving this preparation, and gradually
to urge schools to exact it. Teachers will probably not
be slow to do so when once they have recognised the
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assistance thus given to their own labour. The com-
monest complaint from all schools is of the state of
unfitness in which the children are sent to them.
One of the most constant arguments used in favonr of
better education for women has been the aschoolmaster’s
argument, that if mothera could edueate their children
before achool-time the work of school would be very
different from what it is.

The additions made to the sections on Higher Edu-
cation for Women are considerable, because the extremely
narrow Limite of the Journal at the time they were first
written had made brevity a principal consideration.
An ontline only of the subjeet can be presented even
here, but I have endsavonred to meke it somewhat less
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