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COLLOQUIAL FRENCH,

A.C. G. JOBERT.

FREFACE,

Tug present book econtsins the first sitempt which hes ever
been mode, to demonatata that the modern aofloguial pronun-
ciation of the French langunge is not the result of biind fashion
and il regulated cnprice, but bas ite origin in natorsl laws of
harmony, the sgency of which, although unperceived, at any
given time, in the series of ages throogh which they have exer-
cized their infloence, is recognisable in the homogeneousmess
and the simplisity of the elaments of which the spoken lenguags
ia now composed ; contrasting, as it dues, with its sncient etymo-
logieal roots, and even with the actunl graphie form coriginating
chiefly from thoss roots.

Apoent, Intonation, emphasis, and quantity, ean only ba learnt
by oral end aorieular instrustion. Bul an experlencs of 18
years of extensive pravtice has urged the anthor (o the prodos-
tion of & book, where the differsnces between the phonetic and
the graphic elements of the language are fally explzined, and in
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which measters and papils will ind the means of correcting the
errord which the treditional graphie forms continoally eniall

npon them.

This book can, on sny occasion, be referred to for the sola-
tion of an imimense nomber of the diffienltcs which besiege the
stndent almost ot every eiep. For instanee, i they waot to
know whether the & in & partienlar word is silent, guttoral, or
varinble, they will snccessively refer 1o the vocabularies in the
#7th, 4fith and 40h paragrephs, where they are sare to find theis
doobis eolved. If they wish fo nseeriain whether the eonsonnnt
at the end of & word, is constantly uttered or constantiy ailent,
they will consalt § 47, with its notes and lids. The carefal
perusal of the tnble of contents will point out to them the parti-
cular paragraphs in which they can stady other peculiarities,
nnd the chameteristic features of the pronunciation of all words,
as well s the Inwa which regolate their associstions.

The exercises in the last chapter offer all the naefalness of &
eollestion of phrases, independently of the supplementary advan-
tage of aceustoming the legrner to the contrastions in collognial
interconrse. As these ssntenses have not been eopied from noy
other book, but have been written on puorposs by the author,
they muipst be considersd as an addition to the vanal roatine
adopted for Gie French, in English educstional establishments
anil private fumilies,



CONTENTS.

—_—

CHAPTER L

GFYNOTFTICAL VIEW OF THE FRONURCIATION OF THE FRENCH

TANGUAGE—THE FUNDAMENTLL LAW,

nmunfﬂrnﬂ‘mm . .
EIL—Ththlnﬁu-mewdllﬂlhqlﬁnlnlhﬂ
connection of idass . . . .

@ m.—Books printed withont sny intervals between the
words | . . . . - .
8 1v.— That wordla might he arranged in groaps corresponding
to natural divisions of ideas—Roles for peases . .
§ ¥.—That the graphic signa do not agres with ghe phonetio
gymbols A ‘ . ¥ . .
& VL—Charsoters whigh distingnish the phemetio from the

§ vi—IDusteation of the diffarence botwean written and
spoken Iangunge % v ot % .

§von— On the muoto-gottnm] 2—The mote or silent 2—
The guttural B—lustrations—.A4 ssatance reduced to
ita pimplest graphic form . - . -

f @ —A general law of euphogy—Bynoptics]l formals or
ﬁmulhw-—l“nnupdmrhm-ﬂﬂphms}'l-
lableation .

i

z



r]

viul COXTENTS.

§ x—Thonetic syllabieation . . . . .10

# x1.— Phonetic groups of nylhhlu rtp:umﬁ:; tha trun
prosuncistion . - P4
E:m.-l}m!rmbrmmlhﬂmhmmmx—-
Mr, Towrriers principa]l rule — Complement of tha
rala . . . . . . -

# xNL— Character of the mulo-gattura] E—general formula.
Examples of terminal consonantal syllabication from
Mr, Tourrier . . . . " i
¢ v, — Law of contmetion—A semtrnes of sixtesn graphins
syliables containing twelve muato-guttuml &'s—Divi-
nion of this sentencs: into graphic syllahles ending with
& copsonant—[Josignificaney of this division . N
£ xv.—That the old system of division into syllables ending
with & vowel is equally impotent . . .
# xvi—That the elements of & natoral syetem of yllabi-
cation are to be Jooked for in the phonstie phrase—
bles ending with & vowel - - . .
§ xviL—That the phonetic phrase is easdly divided into gyila-
bes ending with a consonantal soand . . .
§ xvi—Proofs that this division is in conformity with the
genins of the lenguage—Tllnstrations from separste
words [n which the muto-guttnral & begomes silent .
# xx.— Ilostrations from the syllabication of sentencea—
Fﬂmmhhmh-mm-mﬂm:
bocomes gutinrsl H . . -
§m—3maptimwmmﬂhﬂr—lmhn - .
# xx—That monosyllabic dipthongs do not form exoeptions.
# xxo.—The words consser, eroasser, &o. . a -

& rpn—Colloquial exceptions.  + . S i

B,

11

14

1&

17

17

HEEER



CONTENTS. ix

B xxrv.—That the B of the infinitive of the verbs of Ihum

first conjugation is silent in conversation . . 22
& xxv.—Euphonie consonants . . . . - 22
§ xxvt.—Tendency of the nnedueated to put s =od o' in

gpeach to prevent hiatuses in the pronuncistion . 23

& xxvie, — Triphthongs no exceptions — Lignid s and g’
amuming & consonantel sound—Verks in ayer, &e. . 23

£ xxvi— That words nﬂ:ngmmmmflabemudared
&S gXcepiicna . 24

ﬁm—Eﬁmnfihamtuuguﬂ:unl!ltﬂmhglmﬁn‘
of sentences—Contractions . 25

§ xxx.—Hyllabication of words containing teo or three con-
gonants in maocession . iz F . - 25

£ =xxr. — Insignifleancy of the exesptions to the general
law—Proportion of histoses in words and sentences . 26

¢ Ixxn—Conelusions of the frat chapter . . . 2
¢ zxxml.—Table showing the new system of syllabication . 30

CHAPTER II.
A COMPLETE TREATISE ON THE NUTO-GUITURAL F.

1, =—THE GUTTURAL E,
I, —THE HILENT E.
IM—THE VARIARLE OB MUTO-GUTTURAL X FROTER.

¢ zxov,—General Remarks—Synthesis and Analysis . . 51
§ xxxv.—{omprehensiveness of this treatiss . P « B2



