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STATEMENT

Havime auffered a gricvous injustice which covers me with
suspicion, and, in the judgment of many, with deep disgrace, T
have eagerly hoped thut seme tardy jnsticn would come to me;
or &b lcast {hat some opportunity would be vouchsufed by
the exrcutive officers of our Government éo meet soch accusa-
tione as may have been lodged against me, in order to confiss
their truth, or to trmphantly refute them.

In a war like owre, many persons must suffer ; and, if it is for
the gencral guod, the suficrors must be content: hut it is hard to
understand how the genmal good can be advanced by driving
an able, healthy, and willivg oflicor from a post of honor and
danger intn ahsolnte retirement.

I have waited pationtly and impatiently for soms statement of
the charges aguinst me, and have wearled every official to whom
I have access by my urgent entreatics for his aid to induce the
Government to listen ta me.

The Governor and & Senator of Massachusetts, and many of
the most esteemed cilizgens, have in vain repeatedly requested
the President, and Secretary of War, to permit me to know ex-
plicitly and officially for what I was discharged the service.

Too much oceupied to attend to all the cases of apparent
injustice which might ocenr, the Government created a commis-
sion of officers of high rank to examine the cases of those who
deem themselves aggrieved. I haye humbly and earnestly



asked permission to have my case reviewed by that commission,
This, too, is denied. The Government turns a deaf ear to every
entreaty ; and the commission coafess that they have no power
to examine my caso, unless it is spocially sent to them by the
War Department: and thus I am now more than a year ont of
the service, without sny definire knowledge of the charges
agsinst me. I have never been exarnined, or had an epportu-
nity to suy whether the charges which have been preforred
againsl me are tene or falso.

Having been acenscd of the gravest fanlt, which, as stated in
the words of my discharge, may mean treachery, cowardice, or
theft, is it strange that I should exhaunst every eflorl to know
what s my weousation, aml, i possible, to restorc my roputa-
tion? My friends and family descrve that T shonld make every
effort.

T have done o, and failed ; and my only resort now is to tell
my history us briefly as 1 can o those whe caro enongh for me
or for justice to listem, hoping that T may satisfy those who read
this aceonmt that T have done my utmost to maintain and forward
the Right; and that, if 1 have erred, it hay never boen in any
manner which shoald sabjoct me to the charge of having ¢ vio-
lated an important trost.”

When I recall the cirenmetances of my tuilitary life, which
had been prosperous and honorable and commended up to the
day my dismissal was published, und yet find mysclf, aftor a
yeoar, still waiting to know why I have been dismissed the ser-
vice, it seems as if it muet be an ugly dream.

The Fresident, and Scerctary of War, have cach indirectly
deniod that the canses alleged by the other are the real reasons
of my dizcharge, and both have referred e to Gen. Banks as
the person who brought the charges agninst me, and therefore
the proper person to fcll me what they are; to which
Gen. Banks replies, that he has never made any charges
against me.

In such confusion, when those who have dizmissed wme, and
who hold supreme pewer, seem epecially pledged to withhold
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redress, it is useless to hope for any other jostification than that
which may be found in my military life, the cireumstances of
which 1 will narrate as briefly as I can; and, as I have to
prove a ease where T an ignorant of the charges, | must be
exensed if T introduce some letters and facts which are not por-
tinent to my discharge alone, but which serve to estahlish the
character which | held amongst my cowmsanions, equals and
superions, as a man of honor and abiliky,

Tmmediately following the es!l of the President for seventy-
five thousand volunteers, the Seeretary of War antherized the
rafsing in Massachusetts of cortain regiments for three years or
thix war,

The Second Maseachusetts Beoimonn wais razsed ander that
permission, and was the firgt of the throe-yoars” regiments or-
ganized dn the couatry,  On the 83d of Apel, 1 wes appeluted
quarter-mastor of the reglment, and did py wmost o wake my
department worthy of the reginont 3 romaining with it thrangh
Patterson's campaign, and uotil Aug. 8, 1861, when 1 was ap-
painted side-de-cump to Major-Gon, Thanks.

On accepting my vesigmation as quarter-master, Col, Gordon
wrote me the following letber: —

MARTTAND TTRmaRT, (AP Srooun Masa: Renr,
Uppesil: Hesper'a Feeey, Aug, 8 1881

Drar Semr,—1 bave reeeivecd your letler enclosing the transmission of
your resigmation as guartes-mester of thin regiucent, to leke o bigher Tank
upim the etalf of Major-Gen. Banka, comwmanding corps at this station.

T have naither right ov desive tn stand in the way of your pL'GmUL[u[l i aml
in neeopting, so far oa my authofty goes, your resignation, T wish to bear
this testimony to voue enulre faithlfalness in the pesition of regimental ques-
tar-master; tn express my aatiefaotion perfect and enkivs with vou in the
discharge of vour daily daties, and my regret that you sannot find your inter-
arts a0 well furthered with us as dbaewhoro,

I shall take immediate steps to fill your place; and, in hidding you God
speed wherever you go, romain troly your friend,

Gro. H. Gonoow, fad Second Mase, fRegl,

On the 15th Angust, the following geneml order was issued
from headquarters : —



GIEXERAL ORIMGE, Mo. 40,

TFirat Lieul. J. L. Kivhy Biith, Topographioal Enginears | fivat Tieut. J. M.
Copeland; Becond Masa, Regt,; wnd second Lieut. O, G, Babeeck, Corpa of
Engineers, —— are hereby appointed nilea-de-camp to the Major-General
commending. .

They will he obeyel ond respected accordiogly.

By veder of Majou-Gex, Baxis.
TomT, Writnrans, Aesaeiend Adjudont-Gencral,

I remained with Major-Gen, Banks as aide-de-camp, and
doing no espeecial duty, untdl, Liewts. Bmith snd Baboock hav-
ing bren relleved, and Capt. Willlams promoted, I was the
only officer left on Gun, Bamka’s staff nat. in the gnarter-mastor,
comiuizsary, or modical departments. DBy necessity of position,
1 beeame acting assistant adjulanl-general, and did also the duly
of aido-de-camp, until the 27tk of Novembor; when T owas rogu-
Inly uppointed assistznt adjutant-general, with the rank of
mujor, by the Tresident.

During this interval, the army was slationed along the Poto-
mae River, from Tlancock to Great Talls, tn Maryland, and
parlook of the disasirous afluir at Edward’s and Conrad’s Ferries
on the 22d of Oetober,

Vhilsl the army was stationed at Troderick, Md., in the win-
ter of 1861, T was mviled by Brigudier-Gen, Cooper to take
comnnand of a new Maryland regiment which ho was cupow-
ered to raise. I agreed to do se upon the condition that T
nright select all the officers; to which the following extract from
a letter of Brigadier-Gen. Cooper, of Feb. 12, 1862, is an an-
SWeF : —

“But what T intereded to propose was, thet when the Tifth Regiment is
organized, which will be shortly enmmenced, T will give vou such oid 43 1 can
in officering it to your liking, and by each men ws you may indicate. It would
ba well, however, thet o part of the field-officers shonld be Marylanders, and
also a fair propovtion of the company-ofifcors.”™

[ afterwards declined this regiment, from a necessity having
arisen for tuking a field-officer who would have been ineom-
petent.
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Tn Febroary, the srmy moved into Virginia, and followed
Gen. Jackson up the Valley of the Shenandosh, During the
campaign, | was a participant in foiw skirmishes, and in the se-
vere battle of Winchester, when Jackson returned to attack the
force commanded by Brigadier-Gen. Shields; and was compli-
mented, with other officeys of Gen. Banksw stafl, by Gen. Shiclds,
in the lollowing lotter : — ;

Wonpercor, Vi, April 18, 1882
T Major B. Morera Coppvars, A AGe Thepict, Bigncndngn,

81R, — Lo rmmber of the * Fleeadd ” whase exact date Toow forget, T read
the ather day what purports 1o ba my official veport, whicl eonleins sowe
malerial orrors, or rather nmits sutue importaut partienlars,

The peinted report in the ¥ Herald” purports to he addeessed w Gen.
Banks ; when it was addvessed to you ollielolly, oz assistant adjnmtent.
panarnl

Tn spesking of Gen, Bunks's slof, the pobiizhed report goss nn to say
& that the olficers of i (Banlks's} staff hesing semained bebind, inending to
leave for Centrovilio in the aflernoon ;¥ but amitted the following, which will
be found in the afficial veport: —

“Phese oflicers afterwards participated In the battle; amd my whols eom-
mand, a5 woll e myaclf, ure hiphly indebted to thetn for voluable services,”

The tribute which was se justly earnad the < TTerell * omite.  The omizsiun
Iy sowmethivg which Llocply regret, T lanew nething of its pablination until
I weeidentally fell upon s wumber of e paper the other (]B}', ar 1 weuld
have eorrected it at onee.

Bospeetlully, your obedr, servt,,
{Signed) Jas, BHIKLDE,

Bripuier-Gouersl, Quzomeadiog Divieiun Desarbuent Bhenardosh.

Early in April, the Firet Regimont of Vermont Cavalry, unider
command of Col. J. P. Holliday, was ordered to join Gen,
Banks., On s march, the colone] commitied sulcide.

At the request of some of the officers, who addressed o letfor
to Gov. Holbrook, requesting that T might be appeinted to the
command of the regiment, I applied to the Governer fur the
appoinbment, onclozing letters of yocommendation from Gena,
Banks, Shiclds, Willizms, and others, which will be found in the
subjoined Appendix, A.

Capt. Tompking, of the cavalry of the regular army, was
finally appointed to the First Vermont Cavalry; the Governor



