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EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION

The motto of the Nevada Historieal Soeiety, “Servare
¢t Conservare”—"To serve and to preserve”—indicates
that the functions of this organization are not merely
to gather together the doenments and the relies of the
past, but to create a workshop for siudents who may
seek to organize and interpret the faets of history in the
interest of present and foture progress.  Some such
studies have been made hitherto through the use of the
historical archives of the Society and have been pub-
lished 1 our Keports and Papers. As this institution
is enabled by increasing appropriations to gather nnder
its roof a more complete stoek of materials sueh research
work will be more effectively proseented. Comparatively
few scholars possess the fime or patienes to run down
for a bricf monograph source material so far afield and
so diffienit to colleet as is that pertaining to Nevada.

The following excerpt is from Benj. ¥. Shambaugh’s
introduction to Brindley's History of Taration in lTowa.
With a few words changed, it would apply egually well
in relation to the work of Dr. Adams’s Tweafion in
Nevada:

The weithne of o lilstory of taxation in lown Iz oot
iwh emey tasky Dedesd, [ fovolves ooy ditfiealt prol-
ems both of reseprel and of presentation,  From
bewinning to end the sctentific fovestisitor = renlly
pularrassed Dy oo sppernbiondanee of mnterials,  The
sigtote books of the Territory and State, the Jourmils
of the Lesislature. the messages of Governors, the
reports of Anditors apd Treasgrers, the reports of



¥i

EIroes= INTRoDpECToN

spasicha]  comomisions, the declsions of  cooets, e
tinnnelal reports of connties, special and miscelinne-
in1s pihiie docoipents, and tons of newspapers vield o
Hehness of data that bs buviting aond ot the ame thme
appalting  The faets aud statisties of ndnstrial aond
vevnpoinle developments, covering nearly thres quar-
ters of a century, are equally abuudant sl far nece
difficult to obtalo. The problems of handling such
masses of detailed information folly, acenvately, wml
without eonfusion can only be apprecinted by thosae
who have sueeessfully cactied to completion simfilar
Investlgations.

Burt the problows of historical resenreh ore not the
only difttenlties which eonfront the writer of such o
history of taxation as has bheen produced by Profes-
sor Brindley. Underlying the statute aml the oode
provisions, the reporis of public officinls the  decl-
slomns of the conrts, amd the fetz of industrial Tife,
Are fundamental  econoisie prineipls aml (heocles
whitech must not ounly be seen aud appreciated by
the investigator, but by bl suecessfully  handled
Az prientific interpretations of the factz of history.
Al of no less bupoctinee are the proldems of poli-
ties nnd administration invelved o the actoal work-
ings of the machivery of assessment, eqoalization,
] colleet ion.

Movieover, the opportunlty for utllizing and wnk-
ing practical application of the reselts of historical
veseareh arve porhaps sowhere mwore promising fhan
in the field of tdseal legisbation and adminksteation,
Nowhere, londes], are there today greater opporiui-
this for the scionce of Applied History than o the
solution of the complex problems of tax reform. At
the =mne time there i2 no line of reform that i more
iditfienlt and perplexing, gince from the very wntnre
of the problems involved the whole subject i= one
which is too often badled with prejodios, or poeti-
sanzhip, o1 foom the =tandpoint of selfish interest,
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Threough the elear and impartial interpretation of the
financial faets of Nevada history Dre. Adams has made
an important contribution to the historieal literature of
this State. [t is now possible for the busy man or
worman easily to become informed coneerning our system
of taxation and the manner in whieh it has been evolved.
In a democraey such knowledge widely disseminatel
serves as the sure basis of progress.



