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PREFACE.

Tuis volume is the result of an investigation into the
carly higlory of land-holding among the Germans. The
investication wag hegun in the year 1875, and it has
been continued, with occasional interrnptions, since
then.

The eollections of early records were, most of them,
read through. Puassages bearing upon the subject of
the investigation were noted. They were then care-
fully classified ; passages establishing certuin fucts be-
ing gronped together. A general theory was then
{ormed, to bring the facts thus collected into a natural
order and relationship. This theory is now oflfered Lo
readers and students for their consideration.

In orvder to reach a just judgment of the theory,
three inquiries should be made: — 1, Are the passages
of the records, which are described or referred to, cor-
rectly interpreted? 2. Have any passages in the
records been overlooked, which are inconsistent with
the theory offered? 3. Ave the fucts which have been
ascertained well arranged and fully described ?
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Although much labor has been spent, during a long
period of time, in order to reach a truthful, consistent,
and lucid statement, the result 1s still unsatisfactory
to the writer, in many respects. It will be unsatislac-
tory to the reader also, without doubt. An entirely
antizfactory statement still remains to be made. Per-
haps it may never be made. The records are in
many eages inconsistent; and in regard to ecrtain
pomnts we bave no records whatever; nor iz there
much chanee of any being discovered.

Nevertheless, we believe that it will always be pos-
sible to advance in the knowledge and understanding of
our subject.  Perbaps the time may come when we shall
no longer be able to gather mew facts, though such
a time must still he [ar off; but the time will never
come when we can make an exhinustive general state-
menk, which will involve no error of any kind. Tt will
always be possible to make o more stmple, a more lucd,
a more truthful statement. It must be remembered
that we advance in seience not so wueh by presenting
new views ag by correcting old ones.  In other words,
we advanee not so much by establishing our theories
as by modifying then. Absolute truth is far away from
uz, and unatiainable. The most we can do is to ap-
proximate towards it; and we do this by giving up the
slatement of to-day for another, which will bring facts
a little more nearly into their true and natural relation.
ship. We advanee in this way very slowly, but surely;
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having always something new to say involving the best
of what has been said.

Consistently with this idea, we hope, after some
years, to rewrite this book, or {o write another book
upon the same subject; to exclude all that has been
said amiss to inelude all that has been rightly said,
and many things besides which ought to have been
gaid, Instead of creating many things, we will perfect
one if we ean.  As Balzae tells us in one of his Jetters,
“11 faut refaire, recorriger, mettre tout 4 Vétat monu-
mental.”

CaMsBrIDGE, June, 1883,
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THE EARLY HISTORY
o

LAND-HOLDING AMONG THE GERMANS.

Tne life of the carly Germans, considered from Pusomllife.
an economic point of view, was pastoral vather

than agricultural.  Agriculture was resorted to

more or less 3 oat first fromn time to time, and after-

wards regularly ; but the wealth of the people,

and their chicf means of subsistenec, consisted of
livestock, and the land was used, most of it, as
pasture-ground for flocks and berds (")

The freemen settled neither n villages nor isdatsd
in towns, but apart from one another in iso- -
lated farmsteads, — Finzefiofe, the Germans call
them (*).

The extent of pasture ground which the free- Pasturs
man occupied round about his farmstead was
determined by the number of hiz flocks and
herds. As among the Latins, the peeuniosus was
alzo locwples (*). If o man owned much stock, he
oceupied a great deal of land. IF Lhe owned a
little stoclk, a small amount of land was enough
for him. There was plenty of land; so every
man occupied as much as he wanted. The ani-



