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My near Froesps-=07 all ministerizl employmants
e—ginid gome of them are exceedingly delightful—there
iz none in which | am =6 happy, nor so gore that I em
profitably engnsed, 1s when meditating over, and writing
down, the troths of the Bible for your btenafit. Thess
pometimes come ont Lo view with a vividness and heauty
which words cannot perpetuate, but still with a radiance
which, to my own memaory, lingers on many texts, ano
hiag lelt an entrancomaent round days and places devoted
Lo their stady.  And just as I rejoice when & day of un-
invaded lefsure scoures some fresh materials for the
edification and comlort of that beloved people whose wel-
fare lies noarest my heart; so [ have sometimes had to
maonrn when personal exhaustion, or stormy weather, or
pome adverse incident on Sabbath, frustrated the medi-
tation of Lhe woek.  There is the two-fold sadness, that
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one's thoughts have perished, and that ancther opporta-
nity of doing good is gone for ever,

And yet the mere wish to presarve a2 fragment of these
Saturday musings would wot be a sufficient reason for
printing them. I feel that something like the following
poged is & neadfol sopplement to a tract with which you
arc already acqoainted.” Besetting es the sin of indo-
lence i3, we shall find many persons diligent who are
not devoul. Perhaps some of these may read this little
book, and, by the blessing of God, mey see_prayer in a
new light, snd be lad themselves to practiee it,

Except thet in the third and seventh Lectures thres
discourses have been comdensed into one, and several
have been cmitted altogether, [ have pot made many al-
terations. I thought it best to retain the sermonic styla,
as well a3 the homely illustrations so hazardous in print,

This is not a treatiss oo prayer. Those who desire
something fuller and more systematic will find a variety
of excellent worlks elresdy provided. Nome is more
comprehensive, or more eariched by Seriptnral truth,
gnd extensive acgoaintance with Christian literatore, or
by its tone more caleulated to awaken devotional feeling,
than the well-known treatise of my revered and beloved
friend Mr. Bickerstath. I lately read with much plea-
pure 2 gmall volume by Mr M'Gill, of Hightae, * Enter
into thy cleset.” It is judicious, systematic, and practi-
cal. For original end elevated sentiment, delicate ob-
servation, and experimental wisdom, conveyed in the
happiest style, we have few books comparable to Mr
Sheppard's * Thoughts on Private Devotioa.™

I have & friend,—many will know him when I say
that his large acepmplishments and lofty mind intsnded

* Life in Earnest,

U
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him for amthorship,~but his unweariahle benevolence
and consummate taste have bitherto kept him busy as
the referer and coadjutor of all his book-making sequain-
tance. When be discoverad what 1 was sbout, he lent
me & maniseript volumse of notes of the late Mr. Foater’s
Lectures,—soversl of them om tha subject of prayer.
Had there been room I should have gquoted more frealy
from them, in the hope thal their gnarled vigoor would
lend a strength and salidity to the text ; but this book is
already too long, anad the notes are worthy of being printad
separately., Amnd now that T am acknowledging oblige-
tiond, 1 cannot réfgse to my grateful feelings the satis.
faction,—and | bope he will not be angry at it,—of
meationing how much I owe, in the way of suggesting
aubjects and trains of thowght to the conversations of
gnother frisnd,—one to whose eminent professional tal-
entd and personal kindneas T owe numberless ohligations,
end to whom | am indebled for my first acquuintance
with more than one fisld of theological muthorship,
Amongset others, be indieed me to read the writings of
Alexander Enox,—an suthor from whom [ have, per-
haps, learned the more, all the rather that, in many
things, I am constrained to differ from him,

1t would bhave meds the course,—such es it is,—more
complate, hed the Lectura oo # Social and United Prayer™
been added, The especial blesing attached to consenta-
neous prayer is owe poeculiarity of the New Testament
dispensation, and its sbundant exercise is a delightful
token of Christian vitality, This year is likely to be
ushered in with a larger amount of uwaited supplications
than opened any year since the commepement of the
Christian era ; and I doubt not this agreement in preyer

is the huhinle: of better days in the Church’s history.
1
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Our ewn prayer-meeting on Monday evening has oftan
been a season of refreshing 'When conducted by our
brathrem, the elders and descons, it is the minister's
Sabbath, and, like yourselves, I have nothing to do but
to worship. And whenever I see a goodly sttendance,
I am lod to hope that the previous day hes been a day of
profit, and that the remainder of the woek will reap the
blessing of that prayerful hour.
sioned by want of time for revising it, I send this kittle
_ book to you, I kmow that you will receive it kindly for

the truth’ ke and for the suthor’s sake: and, & it is,
I am glad to think that you have in this Inore perthanant
form, and with all your friendly prepossessions, words
which were some of thems spoken in weakoess, but
which, even when dead, I gshonld still desire to speak.
Should you derive any profit from perusing them,—
i Brathren, pray for e

Ever most affectionately yours,
JAMES HAMILTON.
January 1, 1546.
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