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PREFACE,

e

Ix these discourses I have intended briefly to
present the leading results of previous investiga-
tions, most of which had already been published ;
but more especially to vindicate metaphysical sei-
ence from the charge of being unfroitful, by show-
ing that in its proper application to the subject of
its investigation, it i3 susceptible of the highest
practical utility.

I have endeavored to show that, to say nothing
of the invigorating exercise of such study, it may
be & means of making the same amount of intel-
lectual power more effective, by the invention or
diseovery of better methods in its application ; and
further, that in this its own proper realm, — the
realm of the apirit, — it may achieve a yet higher
utility, a utility transeending all other, in creat-
ing, moulding, and elevating the moral character.
I have also pointed out some modes in which the
ereative powers of mind may be successfully ex-
erted for these objects.

Prace Dare, Ruone Isann,
Seplember, 1883,
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FIRST DISCOURSE.
MAN A CREATTVE FIRST CATSR

£ 1. GENerir INDIFPFERENCE TO THE SURIECT.
mﬂit-rul Metaphy=ics. It may add to intellsctnal power,
gml thus improve that which invents or makes all other
utility, but its special ap'&u‘enimmt_twill be fonnd in
onr moral DRMME . . . . 8 . . e Al

§ 2. CAARACTERISTICE oF MIND.
Encwledge, fecling, and volition. Micd knows, feels, and
wills, The will is its only resl faenlty. Amn act of will
i simply an cffort.  All intelligent beings are thos con-
sticnted, and to thase attributes thers f@ no conceivable
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§ 3. BELaTiONS AND FuNoTioNe oF Mestar CHARAC.
TERIATION.

It is conceivable that we might have knowledge only, buk
we conld not have feelivg without knowing it. We
might have knowledge and feeling withont will, but will
without these would be dorment and merely potential,
An unintellipent being cannot be self~active. Our sensa-
tione are not dependent on the will, nor is our knowledpe.
The truth 1a often apparent without effort. The addi-
tione to our knowladge are always simple immediale menfol
perceptions.  Feeling {sonsition and emotion) incites to
action, but ia not itsalf active. Knowledge enablea na to
direct our efforts, but is itself passive. By will we pro-
dope change and thos act 68 eangs, Our own will ia the
only canse of which we are directly couscivus. Means
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by which we coms to know curselves, cur fellow beings,
and God a8 comded & . . 0 4 & w8 s o= s

& 4. EX13TENOE OF MATTER AND 178 RELATIONS TO CAUSE.

We kpow master only as an inferenca, from the sensations
which we imputs t9 its agency, and these are not conclu-
siva as to any such axternal existence. The phenomena
are all as fully accounted for, on the hypothesis that they
mre the thonghts and imagery of God's mind direstly im-
pressed apon onr own, In oither case it is the exprossion
of his thowght, and to us eqnally veal. Matter and spirit
aro still contradistinguished. The idesl hypothesls is the
mora aimple and more nearly In secord with powers we
onras]ves exert, We can oorselves crease such imngeiy,
sod b0 gome cxtent make it durable, and palpable to
others. Dut we find no rudiment of power in thess crea-
tiona of our own, and no resson o sappose that any ine
creass of power in the erentor of them coald imboe them
with uny. If matier exists, being inert, it can have no
power to changs imelf, and even il endowed with power
o move, belng unintelligent, s conld have ne tendency fo
maove in one direetion rather than anothor, Such power
of self-movement would be a nullity, and matter can only
be un instrnment which fntellipenee wies to ald jts efforta.
Agalnst theso arguments it may be snid that mutwor haa
always cxisted and was slwaya in motion, as intelligenee,
with its activity, is presnmed to have had po heginnimg.
T assuine the existence of both when one is suffleient ia
unphilosophical, and the spiritnal shonld have pracedence,
It is inconceivable that maiter, which does mot know,
shonld ereate spirit, which does kpow ; while it is quite
conceivabla that spiric ehould create sll we kuow of mat-
ter. Bot whether matter, even if in motion, can be &
canse or power, depends vpon this guestion, — if left to
iealf and the moviog power withdrawn, would it stop or
continue to move T If ite bendency i8 to stop, It could not
even be mn instrument for conserving or extending the
effarts of othar powar. FPower could not make matier
self-active, or the subject of gpovernment by law. CQuies-
cent it could only be mcted mpon. « .« . . 4 4 . .
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§ 5. Or Pasr Evevrs a8 Cauem

Tha theary that of every puccesaiva event, ™ the real cansa
is the whola of the antecedents,” dogs net disninzuish be-
twean the passive conditions acted upon and changed,
and the netive agencics which act upon and change them.
And farther, the necessary adjunct and corollary to this
theory of succession is, thet the same eanses feus! produce
tha same effects.  Dut all cause aets npon a wholly veid
and therafore homogensous future; and as at overy io-
gtant the whols past is everywhere the same, the sooces-
siva effocts must at ssch inarant be everywhers ona and
the same. Omn this theory of the whole antccedents, the
same cansee never could act twice, and thers conld he no
proot fromy experiencg that the same canses must prodoce
the same effeck. The ooly causs we can ]q,m.]l] mmg—
hize 18 that of mtelligont effort . . . . % A

£ 6. FreepoM 1IN WILLING.

‘Thie has teen & prominent question for ages. It has heen
ohscared by erroneons notions end defective definitions
of will and freedom. [lefects in Edwards® definitinns of
thess terma and the consequent fallacies in hig resolts
Will is the fucaley of gfferd, Ao act of will v an effort,
8 trriog to do.  Freedom as applied to willing is selfon-
trol. The ohject of every effort must be to muke the
future different [rota what it othorwise would be. This
im the ooly conceivable motive. A being with a faonlty
of effort, want to incite, and knowledge to direct it, = &
welf-petiva heingr; conld ace if there ware no other power
or sctivity. The will eannot be direcsly controlled hy
any extringic power. The only way it can be inflnencad
is by changing the knowledgze by which the being directs
its act of will, and this would not avail if the being did
not will freely. The noticn of a coerced will, and the
expression for ib, are self-contradictory. It s willing
when wa are not willing. The future is always the com-
posite ereation of the free efforts of all cooative beiops
soking &8 independent powers in the amiverse, The ae-
tion even by the lowest order may influencs the action of
the highest. This inter dependance of the action of sach
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withont interference with the freedom of any, is illos-
trated by the game of chess. This equal and perfect
freedom in sll does not impeir the mvereigutr of the
smpreme intelligenes . . . . . . SRS

& 7. ImaTiveT, Reasow, a¥y Haner,
Inatinetive actinna have been peberully deemed exeeptional,
We perform them o casily, that our sgency in them es-
capes observation, and hence they have heen regarded,
oot only a8 ook self-controllad, but as necessicated and
even g porely mechaniesl. That all animals at Lirth,
without provioos instruction or experience, act instinct-
ively, indicates not that the voluntary effort is wanting,
But that the knowledgs to direct it s fmnate.  In ull cases
ronquiring more than voe movement wo mast have & plun.
In the inatinetive actions, the plan is innate, ready formed
in the mind af birth.  In the rationa] actions, we have ta
devise the plan.  When by repetition in acf or fumrht, wa
come to remember the successive steps of this plan, and
upply it hy rota, witheat referenca to the ratisnale, it also
becomes & pdas ready forned n the mind, and our action
beeomen kabitual,  To it the process is bhe snmo as in the
Instinetive, and heoce the common adage, fabit i second
nafwre.  ‘Tle differences in the three kinds of actions do
not lie in the actions themselves, nor in the knowiedre, sor
in the spplication of it to direcs the actions, but farthee
back, in the mode in whick we obtained the knowiedps
we thus apply. The instinclive and habiteal and rational
aetions are all self-direeted by knowladge to the end de-
sired. The pepesis of our sctions mast be instinetive.
Throngh hahit, memory performs the same offies for ac-
tion that it does for knowledge, retsining the acquisi-
tioma of the past for future nse.  The ageney of habig, in
thos conserving previonaly eonsidered modes of actiow,
and making them permaneot sccretions to the moral
character, is its most important function . . . . . .

£ 8. NECEBBITARIAN ARGUMENT FROM CAUsE aND EFFecT.
Necossitarinng assert that if all the circumséances, includ-
ing mental conditions in & thomsand eases, are the same,
the action will be the same, and that this uwnifermity




