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PREFACE.

g OME portions of the following pages were originall
% mnttﬁmtad to the Proceedings o%ﬂ the Huj-'u.lg1 In'sl‘;
J| Acedemy,® in a Paper read at a meeting of that body
A E:m]éﬁrhy Fahruaryl; EBW,C“ Dﬁi&f&dan&aﬁf:%n of the

eient at Lougherew, Co. and t igoov
of the Tomb of Ollamh Fodhla.” -

(ur attempt to rescue from the domain of legend and romanes
the memories of & loeality, at one time the most famous in our
island, and in so doing to revive & faded and long forgotten pege
in early Irish History, is here presented to our fallow-country-
men, in the hope that it may be found not only not uninterest-
ing to them, but that it may be the means of inducing others,
in various localities, to turn their attention to, and to elucidats
whatever remains of Ireland’s Ancient Relice may be still ex-
tant in their respective vicinities.

Our very grateful thanks are pre-eminently due to the late
J. L. W. Naper, Eaq, D. L., who, from the time we commenced
our antiquarian researches on the Lougherew Hills, in 1863,
uniformly encouraged and aided us in supplying the amount of
manunal labour necessary for earrying on the explorations,
without which friendly encouragement and patriotia help,
whilst others laughed at what appeared to them the foolish and
ohildish cesupation of a * visionary antiquary” turning over
old stones, no practical result would probably ever have been
arrived at. Had he lived fo see it chown that the greatest, the
oldest, and the most important of tha Aneient Royal Pagan
Cemeteries of Ireland existed on and around his own hills, we
can only imagine the amount of self-satisfaction with which he
would have looked back upon the part he tock in contributing
to restoras the historic memories of the place.

* See Vol. L, Ser. IL, Pol. Lit, snd Antig, page 72, &e
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No less dwpl%'m;ni can we feel for the steps taken by his
agent, Charles iam Hamilton, Esq, J.P., Hamwood,
woll kriown to be ever ready to lend & helping hand to
soientific progress. He not only from the first enthusisstically
entered into our views by being practically present, and by
taking an active in all the ocperations; but, when we
pointed out that the carns at Lougherew were not recorded on
the Ordnance Maps, he at once communicated with Major-
General Bir Henry James, R. E., F. R. B,, Director of the
Ordunance Survey, mllinf his attention to the omission, snd
with praiseworthy slacrity a highly accomplished Sapper, Mr.
Thomas FPearson, was sent from the Ordnance Department,
Phenix Park, with instruetions to resurvey the hﬁpi.a. and to
insert the antiquities, while our examination of them was in
progress, in tember, 1865, on a map 25344 inches to a
statute mile. This map, under the title of “Plan of the
Bepulehral Carns _of Loughorew, in the county of Meath”
(sheets 9 and- 15, Part I. and Part I1.), was afterwards zineo-
g:;;iphed in 1868, af the Ordnance Survey Offics, Pheenix Park,
under the direction of Captain Wilkinson, R. E. ; and copies of
it,in two parts, oen be obteined from Hodges, Foster, and Co.,
104, Grafton-strest, Dublin,

It will be gratifying intelligence to all those who have the
preservation of archeclogical rernains at hewrt to know, that the
present proprietor of Lougherew, J. L. Naper, Eeg., D. L., has
intimated to us, sinoe the following pages wera printed, his inten-
tion of having all necessary steps taken for the due care and pre-
aervation of the highly interssting remnants of antiquity on his

property.

E.'[:lthe hope that it may be found useful we give a brief
account of the ancient Irish MBS, we have used as aunthorities,
and without calling in the aid of which we never could have
attempted to restore the long-forgotten name and history of the
Cemstery on the Lougherew Hills, It is admitted by all who
have studied the subject that the aarl}' history of Ireland never
can be written until all the ancient Irish Mis. still extant are
made accessible to the general reader ; and this only ean be done
by multiplying copies and translating them. Acting on this
eu]ightaneg view the Librarian of the Hoyal Irish cademy,
John T. Gilbert, Esq., F. 8. A., a8 n member of their couneil,
submitted, in 1869, a soggestion for the publication of aneient
Irish texts in their criginal integrity, e first result of the
adoption of this suggestion was the publication in November,
18710, of two iuulu.'].r&ﬁeﬁ oopies from the original in the Library of
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the Royal Irich Academy, of Leasuas xa H-UipHR1; with an
account of the manuseript itself, & deseription of its contents, an
index, and fae-similes in colours. This EIE., the oldest volume
now known entirely in the Irish language, is regerded as the
chief surviving native l.itérar‘v monument, not ecclesiastical, of
ancient Ireland. We submit a condensed notice of it from
O’Curﬁ;a “ Lectures on the Manuseript Materials of Ancient
Irish History,” p. 182, &e. :—

“The first of thess ancient books that merits notice, because it is the
oldest, is that which i3 known by the name of LEaBHAR ¥a B-UIDaRL, or the
Book of the Dun Cow ;—aaid to have been so called from the fact of St

, Ciaran having written down In a book, which be had made from the hide
of his pet cow, one of the principal tricts contaioed in LEABHAR NA
8- Uipnre, viz., the celebrated tale of the Tdin B5 Chuatlgue, o1 * Plunder
of the Cowa of Cuailgne' fa distziot now called Cooley, in the county of
Louth, strotching along the bay of Carlingford). This eow from its colour
wis called (Mhar, or dark 5 or don ; and the form Uidhri being the
genitive case of the word ar, the book wis ever afterwards known, from
this cinumatance, ss Leabhar na A- Uidhd, or * Book of the dan (cow).”
8ea * O'Curry's Lecturea,” page 30.

“ Of the original compiler and writer of Leabhar na A- Tidhri, T have
been able to learn nothing mors than a brief and melancholy notice of his
death in the Annals of the Four Masters, at the year 1108, A memorandum
in the original hand, at the top of fulio 45, claﬁrre?lda‘htiﬁu the writer of the
book with the person whose death (s recorded in the passage in the Annals.

“The contents of the M8, as they stand wow, are of & mized character,
historical and vomantic, and relate to the ante-Christian, as well as the
Christian period,  The book buﬁ'mu with o fragment of the Book of Genesis,
part of which was always prefixued to the Book of Invasions {or anchent Colo-
nization) of Brinn, for gencalogical purposea.

* This i followed by &' fragment ofrtﬁ history ofthe Britons, by Nennius,
translated into Gaedhblic by @ille Chomibain, the poet and uhmuui);giu, who
died J&‘h D. 1072, 0 - it -

4 The next important piece is t anciont e tten &
Dallan Forgaill, on the death of Saint, Colum Cille, 15 the year " At

“ Tha elegy in followed by fragments of the ancient historic tale of the
Mesca Uladk, [or Inebriety of the Ultonians,] who in a fit of excitement
after & great feast at the royal palace of Emania, made s sudden and furious
march into Munster, where they burned the lpu.]m of Teamhatr Luachra, in
Kerry, then the resiclence of Curod Mac Datre, king of West Monster. This
tract abonnds in corious notices in topagraphy, &5 well as in allusions to and
descriptions of soeial habits and manners.

 Next come fragmants of Fain Bd Diartadha, and the Tiain Bd Flidods ;
both Cattle Spoils, arising out of the celebrated Cattle Bpoil of Cumilnge.
Next comes the story of &na wanderinge of Maeldun's ship in the Atlantie,
for three g and seven months, in the eighth century, '}.l:hele wre followed
by imperfect copies of: the Téin B8 Chueilgne, or great Caitle Spoil of
Cuailgne ; the T:nu Dia Dearge, and death of the monarch Coneire
Mir ; u history of the great pagan esmeterics of Erinn, and of the various
old books from which this and other picces were compiled ; poems by Flann
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of Monasterboica and others; her with various other piecea of history
and historio romance, chiefly referring to the ante-Christian period, and
eapecially that of the Twathe D& Danarn. This most valuable MS. belongs
to tha Royal Irish Academy.”

The same authority® gives us the following acocount of
Leasuar Lecary, or the Book of Lecan, so Tad from the
namse of the plase (Lecan), st which it was compiled.

“ This Book was compiled in the year 1415, by Gilla Fsa Mdr Mao
Firbis, of Lecan Mz Fhirbivigh, in tho county of Sligo, one of the grent
school of teachers of that celebrated lecality, and the direct sneeator u?:hu ;
learned Dubkaltacd {or Doald] Mac Ficbis, This Book, which belongs to
the Libeary of the Royal Trish” Acadamy, eontuing over 600 pages, equal to -
2404 pnFoa of the Guedhlia text of the * Annals of the Four ﬁ:nem' It
ia beautifully and accurately weitten en vellum of small folio size, chiefly in
the hand of Gilla Jsa Mno Firbis, b there are some emall parts of it
written, reapectively, in the hands of Adam O Cuirnin (the bistorian of
Hreifaz, or Briefney) and Morogh Richac O’ Cuirdlis. And here I may
%arha ba germitt«ead to observe, that I believe the families of Forbes and

andlish in Scotland are the samg as, and indeed direotly descended from,
thoss of Mao Firbis and 0" Cuindlis in Ireland.

# The first nine folios of the Book of Lecan were lost, until discovered by
me & few years ago, bound up in & volume of the Beabright Collection, in the
Library of Trinity College.

1" Book of Lecan differs but little, in its srrangement and 1 eom-
tents, from the Book of Ballymote. It contains two copies of the Book of
Invasions, an imperfuct one at the beginning, but s perfect one, with the Sac-
cession of the Bings, and the tract oo the Boromean Tribute, at the end,
1t contains fine copies of the ancient historical, synohronological, chronological,
and genealogical poems aleeady spoken of as comprised in the Book of ly-
mote, ad well aa some that are not contained o that volume. These are
followed by the family history and genealogiee of the Milesians, with con-
sidarable and important additlons to thoss in the Book of Ballymote.
Among the additions is a very valuable tract, in prose and verse, by Mac
Firhiﬁﬁmaelf. on the families and sub-divisions of the tervitory of Fir-Fi-
achrach, in $he present county of Sligo ; a tract which has been published by
the Irish ﬂruhmlnﬁiul Seciety, onder the title of * The Tribes and Custome
of Hy-Finchrach.’

We have to acknowledge our obligations to Brian 0"Looney,
Esq., M. R. 1. A, suceessor in the Chair of Celtio Literature to
the late eminent Eugene O'Glﬂ, for hie valuable masisfance
in collating and revising the Irish texts quoted in the succeed-
ing pages. To him, also, wo are indebled for the following ex-

* 4 {0'Cerey’s Lecturca on the Muousoript Materials of Apcient Irish
History,” p. 192
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planation of the Tﬁln::ll Dtﬂmn'xunau,;hthi n:;t;; uii‘! :hcelebra.ted
ancient topographical tract givi e his of tha eminent,
d:iaﬁﬂgt:ia}m, E::naéabk Elmgiln%n, and said to be compiled at
Tara about the year 550.1

 Fiindesnchas literally mesna * History of the Eminences ;' but there are
many differont pieces under this title which shoukl not be confounded, e. g.,
the tract from which I gave you the extract on the * Fair of Twiltiu,' is,
called * Dindsenchar Erion,' or the * History of the Eminent Places in Erin.’
Apgain we have ' Dindranchas Dindne Evton,’ the * History of the emipent
fastoessee and fortified placea in Erin i’ anid another tract ealled * Dindsen=
" ghaa na Cwrad,” the * History of the eminint Warrlors and Champions of
Erin ;" and several other pieces of this nature which, though totally dis-
tinct, ave eollactively called Ddndrenchas™

Tar Awxars or TRELAXD to which, as will ba seen, we have so
oftemwreferred, were called by Colgan, the friend and cotemporary
of Michaal O'Clery, Aunales Quatuor Mogistrorum, and also An-
nales Dungallenses, the latter name being applied from the fact of
their having been sommenced and compilad at the ¥raneiscan
Convent of Donegal. The title of Four Mesters was never ngsumed
by the compilers themselves, Colgan, in his preface to his dcfa
Sanctorum Hibernie, gives hin reasons for so denominating them ;
and Dr. O0"Donovan remarks that as Qualuer Magisiri had been
long previously applied by the medioal writers of the middle
ages to the Four Maaters of the Medioal Seienices, this eiroum-
stance may probably have suggested to Gnlsan the appellation
he has given to the ecompilers of these Annals, which, in them-
salves, we think, ahoulc{ never have been known by any other
name than the simple one of the danals of Donegal. o four

ineipal seribes, however, employed in compiling them, having
E:e-?.\ ?om' most eminent masters in antiquarian lore, at the
period in which they flourished, may have in no emall degree
contributed to their work being now so favourebly and se
popularly known as the Ansars or rue Four Masrers. Their
names . were Michael, Conary, and Cucogry O'Clery, togsther
with Ferfeasa O'M ;

1. Michael O'Clery, the chief of the Four Masters, was born
in the parish of Kilbarron, near Ballyshannon, sbout the year
1580, and wes descended from a family of hereditary schol
He is said to have ryeceived, if not 1{1'5 olasgical, at least his

* Peonounced Dinshanakes.
t ¢ 0°Curry's Lectures,” p. 188,



