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PREFACE.

———— e ———

Every year, the citizens of ancient Padua crowd
the costly church, dedicaied to their townsman,
the Italian Saint Anthony, and hang upon its
walls, or around the shrine, sketchez in oil, or
water colors, commemorative of important events
mn their lives. '

One of the many good results of the centennial
vear of the American Republig, 1s the taking down
from the garrets, the neglected portraits of our
forefathers, the removal of the stains and dust,
the substitution of new frames, for those battered
and worm eaten, and in remembering their labors
for posterity.

With the aid of manuscripts, brought to light
during the last decade, and access to the papers of
the British Record Office, we can now portray
more accurately, and hang in a better light, the
Founpers oF MARYLAND.

The object of this little hook, is to state facts,
which had become cbscured or forgotten, concern-
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ing the first European settlers on the shores of the
Potomae River, and Chesapeake Bay.

Bearing in mind, the sentiment of Hieronymus
in a letter to Epiphanios: ¢ Malem aliena vere-
cunde dicere, quam jura imprudenter ingerere,”
I have recorded facts, gleaned from the manuscript
Provincial Records at the capital of Maryland, and
other documents of the Provineial period, rather
than obtruded my own opinions.

Epwarp D. NEILL,
Macalester Cellege,
near Falls of Saint Anthony,

Minnesota.
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BEFDRH thecharter of Maryland w.mghmatad,-ﬂﬂg
lish men, engagod in the boaver trade, had settled mpon
the isles and shores of the Clhesnpeale Day and its iri-
butaries. As oune turus over the pages of the large
manuscript volumeas in folio, prepared by the Secretary
of the London Compuny, he reads that en July 21st,
1621, a paper was road from Ensign Savage, relating
to the great trade of turs, by Frenclimen, in the Gireat
Bay. The letters of John Fory, Becrotary of the Vir-
ginia Colony, also informed the Compauny of o disco-
very, by him and others, into the Great Bay northward,
where he left * settled, very happily, near an hundred
Eunglishmen, with hope of a good trade of furs.™
Among the first points, ocenpied by traders, was the
island situated at the head of the Chesapeake Bay, near
the mouth of the Burquehanna River, which was ealled
Palmer’s Island, after Edward Palmer, a nephew of
the unfortunate Sir Thomas Qverbury, poisoned by the
malicious arrangements of the wanton wife of the

Earl of Bomerset. Camden speaks of Palmer as a
2
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