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THE UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION

OF THRE

STATE OF NEW YORK.

L. Skeloh of its Origin, Objects and Plan.

At & meeting of the Regents of the University, held on the 9th
day of January, 1863, the reports of colleges and academies, and
their mutoal relations, being under consideration, the following
resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That it ia axpedient to hold snoually, under he direction of this
Board, a meeting of officers of colleges and scademirs, and that & commitiee be
sppointed to draft & programme of bosinegs for the proposed meeting, to fix the
time and place, and to maks such other arrangements as they may deem necessary.

The committee of arrangements on the part of the Regents
were, Chancellor Pruyn, Governor Seymour, Mr: Benedict, Mr.
Hawley, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Perkins, and Secretary Woolworth.

The meeting was held, according to appointment, on the 4ih
and §th days of Aupgust, 1863. Chancellor Pruyn briefly stated
the objects enterfasined by the Regents, which were mainly *to
consider the mutual relations of colleges and academies, and to pro-
mote, us largely as possible, the eause of liberal education in our
Btate. While it is a part of the duty of the Regents of the Uni-
versity to visit the fourteen colleges and more than two hundred
academies subject to their supervision, it is obvious that this can-
not be done as frequently as desirable, and that some suech method
as is now proposed, whereby teachers may compare views with
each other and with the Regents, discuss methods of instruction
and genersal modes of procedure, is alike practicable and necessary.

“ A law enacted more than three-fonrihs of s century ago was
cited, by which the University was organized and clothed with
powers similar to those held by the Universities of Cambridge and
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Oxford in England, The University of the State of New York,
though generally regarded as a legal fiction, is in truth a grand
reality. The numerous institutions of which it is composed are
not, indeed, as in England, crowded into a single city, but are
acattered, for popular convenience, over the entire State, It is
hoped that the present meeting will more fully develop this fact,
in accordance with which the officers of colleges and mcademics
pow convened are cordially welcomed as members of a great State
University. It is also confidently expected that the deliberations
now inaugurated will result in the more intimate alliance and
codperation of the various institutions holding chartered rights
under the Regents of the ITniversity.”

The Chancellor and Secretary of the Regents, were, on motion,
duly elected presiding and recording officers of the meeting. A
committes, subsequently made permanent for the year, and desig-
nated as the executive committee, was appointed by the Chancellor
to prepara and report an order of proceedings. Among other
recommendations of the committes the following were submitted
and unanimously adopted:

The Regetits of the University of this State have called the present meeting of
the officers of tha collepes and aeadamisg subject to their visitation, for the pur-
pese of mutual consultstion respecting the cause of education, especially in the
higher departments. Tt becomes s question of intercst whether this eonvention
ghall assume & permancnt form, and meet at stated intervals, either annually,
Liennfally or triennially, In the opinion of the committee, it socms eminently
degirablo thet the Regents and the instructors in the colleges and scademics should
thus meet, with reference to the sttainment of the following objects:

let. To secure a better scquaintance among those engaged in these departmenta
of instraction, with each other, and with the Kegents.

2d. To secure an interchange of opinions on the best methods of instruction in
both eolleges and academies; and, as a consequence,

3d. To advance the standard of education throughout the State.

4th. To adopt such common rules 88 may seem best fitted to promote the har-
monicus workings of the State system of eduestion.

fth.To consult and co-operate with the Rogenta in devising and execating such
plansg of eduycation as the advanced state of the populstion may demand.

fth. Toexert s direct influence wpon the people and the Legizlature of the State,
personally and through the press, 50 as to secure such an spprecistion of o thor-
ough system of educstion, topether-with such pecuniary aid and legisiative enset-
ments & will place the institutions here represented in & position worthy of the
population and resources of the State.

And for the attainment of these objects, the commitize recommend the sdeption
of the following resolutions :

Resolved, That thin meeting of officers of colleges and academies ba hereafler
known and designated as ** The University Convocation of the State of New York.™
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Resolved, That the members of this Convocation shall embrace,

1. The members of the Board of Regenta.

2. All instructors in colleges, normal schools, academies, and higher departments
of publie achools that are subject to the visitation of the Regents, and (by amend-
ment of 1868) the trustees of all such institutions.

3. The President, First Vice-President, and the Recording and Corresponding
Secretaries of the New York State Teachors' Association.

Resolved, That the Chancellor and Secretary of the Board of Regents shall act
severally as the Presiding Officer and Pormanent Secretary of the Convocstion.

Resolved, That the meeting of this Convooation shall be held annually in the
eity of Albany, on the first Tuesday of August, at ten o’clock A. ., unless other-
wise appointed by tho Board of Repenta.

Resolved, That at each annusl Convecation, the Chancellor shall announce the
sppoiniment, by the Regents, of an executive committes of seven members, who
shall meet during the reccss of the Convocation at such time and place a8 the
Bepents may direct, with authority o transact business connected with its general
objeat.

At the fifth snniversary, held August 4th, 5th, and 6th, 1868,
the following resolutiona were unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That there be appointed by the Chancellor st each annual meeting,
& comumittes of necrology, to consist of three persons.

Resoleed, That it shall be the duty of each member of the Convocation o notify

the chairman of the committen of necrology of the decease of members oomrring
in their Medllhmmghhuthoudnrmhofmqmm a5 an secistancs to the
preparation of their report.

Resolved, That the Bocretary publish, with the report of each yoar's procesdings,
the original resolutions of 1863, as they are, or may be from time to time amended,
together with the two foregoing, as & means of hetter informing the members of
the Convocation in regard to ita nature, and the purposes of its orpaniestion.

II. Minutes of the Fifth Anniversary, August &4, 5 and 6, 1868,

The sessions of the fifth anniversary of the University Convo-
cation of the State of New York were held at the Assembly
Chamber of the Capitel, in the city of Albany, commencing on
Tuesday, August 4th, 1868, at 10,30 4, ., and closing on Thursday,
Aungust 6th, at 12 o'clock, m

The Convocation was called to order by Chancellor Pi-uyn,
President, ex-gfficio. '

Rev. Dr. Luckey led the Convocation in the use of the Lurd’s
Prayer.

Viee-Chancellor Verplanek having been called by the Chan-
cellor to oceupy the chair, briefly addressed the Convocation,
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and declared the session duly opemed for the tramsaction of
business.

The Executive Committee, throngh Acting-President Wilson,
of Hobart College, reported the following order of exercises for
the first day, and recommended its adoption :

GRDER OF EXERCISES.
Beaslons (except tha first), D a. w. bolP.n.; Biobr.my Bp.x.
TUBEDAY, AUGUST 4ih.

10.30 A. M. —Opening of the Convocation, and preliminary report of the Execu-

11.30 4. u—Normal Instruction in Colleges; Profossor Evwann Norre, Hemil-
tor College.

12 M.—A suitable sourse of study and appropriata testimoniale for fumales in
the higher institutione of the State. [Reported upon at the last Convocation,

roport aocepted, committee discherged, report ordered printed and forther con-
sﬂmhmqfthgmh;mtmﬂrmdlﬂthﬂmﬂﬂmrmhﬂn(lﬂﬁ&)}

12.45 p. w.—Miscellaneous business,

Iru EECES8.

3 p.u.—The Study of Politics in Colleges, Normsl Schools and Academies;
Professor Jory Norrow Poueroy, Uhiversily of the City of New Fork.

4 ». u.—Why should Elementary Chemistry be required for admizsion to (lol-
lega? Professor Lk Ror 0. CooLey, Stale Normal School.

4.30 p m.—Migcellaneous Business.

br . RECRSES,

8 r.ux.~—Eulogy on the late Profeasor CHARLES ANTHON, LL.D.; Professer
Hexzy Drisiee, Columbia College.

The report of the committee was accepted, and adopted as the
order of business for the day. '

The Executive Committee also recommended the adoption of
the following resolution :

M That the second paragraph of the resolution adopted in 1353, desig-
nating the members of thé Convoeation, be hereby amended by adding the words,
“ and the trustees of all such institutions,” making such paragraph read as follows :

2. All instructors in colleges, Normal Schools, Aesdemies, and higher depart-
menta of public schools that are subject to the visitation of the Regents, and the
trustees of all such institutions.

The resvlution was unapimously adopted,
The paper of Professor Edward North, of Hamilton Colloge,
on “ Normsl Instruction in Colleges,” was read, in his ahsence aud
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at his request, by Assistant-Secretary Pratt. The paper was
accompanied by the following resolutiom, which embodies the
main thought of the author :

Resolved, That we think it desfrable, and called for by the educational needs of
the day, that each of the literary colleges of the State should organize and sustain
& department of Normal instruction, under the direction of & competent Professor
of ** The Theory and Practice of Teaching.™

The subject of Professor North's paper was discussed by Chan-
cellor Pruyn; Regent Bauedmt., and Principal Flack, of Claverack
Academy.

Regent Luckey moved thattha subject be referred to a com-
mittee of five, to be named by the chair, to report at the next
Convocation.

The discussion was continued by President Wilson; Principal
Graves, of Oneids Conference Seminary; and Secretary Wool-
worth,

President Wilson seconded the motion of Regent Luckey, to
refer the subject to 8 committee.

SBecretary Woolworth announced the receipt of a telegram from
Precident Baymond, of Vassar College, requesting that the dis-
cussion upon 4 suitable course of study for females in the higher
institutions of learning, which bad been made the order for twelve
o'clock, be postponed, at least until the afternoon session, which
was agreed to,

Discussion on Professor North's paper was continued by Princi-
pal Whipple, of Lansingburgh Academy; Regent Hale; Profcssor
Martin, of the University of the City of New York; Principal
Martin, of the Troy High School; Professor Robinson, of the
University of Rochester; and Prm{';pnl Clarke, of Canandaigua
Academy.

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the Convocation took
a recess until three o'clock p. M.

AFTERNOON BESSION—THRER 0O'CLOCK.

Professor John Norton Pomeroy, of the University of the City of
New York, read a paper on * The Study of Politics in Colleges,
Academies and Normal Schools,” (Regent Luckey in the chair.)

The subject of the paper was discussed by Chancellor Pruyn;
Professor Upson, of Hamilton College; Secretary Woolworth;
and Regent Benoedict.



